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Our goal is to have two or more sophomores from each 
Rotary Club in District 6460 attend the RYLA weekend. 
We need your help to sponsor outstanding high school 
sophomores from the community to attend this event. 
Club members are encouraged to nominate high school 

sophomores they know would be interested in  
attending the RYLA academy this Spring.   

Please email the students information to   
infodowntown@peoriarotary.org so we can  

start the application process. 

The Rotary Youth Leadership Academy program in  
District 6460 is a leadership development academy for 

high school students who make an impact on their 
school and community. The program develops leaders 

and encourages them to build connections  
and teamwork skills. 

We are happy to use the beautiful Lake Williamson’s 
space as we bring together participants from all over 
west central Illinois to engage with their peers and  

learn more about Rotary. 
Our theme this year is Imagine the Change 

Here’s your chance to get students the experience they 
need to be a LEADER in the community and at school. 
With the RYLA experience, they can gain the skills they 

need to be SUCCESSFUL in college and in future careers. 
By attending they will grow and excel with other leaders 
who make an impact on their schools and communities. 
RYLA in District 6460 will be held IN-PERSON this year. 
Facilitators will be young Rotarians from District 6460. 

Transportation is provided by the sponsoring club. 

 

  

To be considered for a grant from the Rotary Club 

of Peoria, please complete the  2023 Community 

Service Grant Application and forward it  as a  

PDF to: infodowntown@peoriarotary.org   

Applications are due on or before February 10, 2023  

Please pass the information along to local not -for-

profit organizations that might benefit from a grant!  
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Jeff Lafary is a 29-year-old broker for Kuhl Insurance, 
who works in downtown Peoria, but makes his home 
in Morton. Jeff is a Bradley University graduate, and a 
native of Central Illinois. He and his wife Caelin have 

two young sons born 16 months apart. In his member-
ship application, Jeff wrote: “I have been involved in 
the community but want to take a more meaningful 
approach to making a difference.”  Members of the 

February birthday group can plan on adding Jeff to your number. Emily 
Jacob-Rudesill was Jeff’s sponsor. Please make Jeff feel welcome as one 

of the newest members of the Rotary Club of Peoria. 

Sara Meinhart was also sponsored by Emily Jacob-Rudesill. According to Emily, she spotted the Rotary 
sticker on Sara’s auto and approached her. Sara is the Law Clerk to the Senior U.S. District Judge John D. 

Rainey of Victoria, Texas. She is now working remotely from the family home in Edwards, Illinois. Sara 
comes to us as an active Rotarian, having been President of the Victoria Rotary Club, and a multiple Paul 
Harris Award recipient. Sara’s husband, Kevin Meinhart, is the General Manager in the Global Aftermar-

ket Parts Division at Caterpillar. Sara and Kevin met in Texas in 2010. CAT took the new family to  
Monterrey, Mexico, in 2018 and to Peoria in August of 2022. The Meinhardt’s have three children:  

Preston (age 6), Parker (age 4) and Peyton (age 2). Please make sure to welcome Sara to our Peoria Rotary community. 
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