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Did you know the Peoria Park District is one of the largest in Illinois and maintains its 

place as one of the top public park systems in the nation based on its ratio of open 

space to population. Peoria's park district includes nearly 

nine thousand acres of public land. That's sixty square miles 

and is comparable to cities much larger than Peoria: cities 

like Miami, San Diego, Tampa, and Charleston. 

“That open space - says Emily Cahill, the Peoria Park District Director, is a 

draw for families looking to locate in the Midwest. Ms. Cahill was speaking 

to Peoria Rotarians about the Peoria Park District on Friday. The Peoria Park 

system includes forty-two playgrounds, more than fifty miles of hiking and biking trails, is home  

to a Zoo, a Playhouse and Children’s Museum and a Botanical Garden. That's not to mention  

baseball diamonds, soccer fields and other recreation facilities. 

But swimming pools are a problem, admits Cahill, who laid that problem  

on paying up to 20-dollars an hour for lifeguards. It's tough, she says, to  

recruit enough lifeguards to keep all the pools open - as required by law. 

"Splash pads" may be the immediate solution to the question of  

how to keep kids cool on a hot day in the immediate future.  

The Peoria Park District is a lot bigger and  

more inclusive than most folks may realize. As an example: Wednesday, 

January 31st, is International Zebra Day and the Park District will have  

self-guided activities/crafts which will give guests a chance to learn about  

some of their favorite animals and how to help with their preservation.  

Want to know more about PPD history?  Click here to see WTVP's special 

about the “History of the 130-year-old Peoria Park District” 

Emily Cahill 
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As part of the Every Rotary Every Year Fundraiser, 
the committee has decided to offer the chance to 

win some prizes!  

The Raffle tickets went on sale Dec 1st. And can still be 
purchased for $25/ticket, and you can buy as many as 

you want. All of the prizes will be set up at each meeting - 
put your raffle tickets into the basket of the prizes you 

hope to win. 

Winners will be announced on Feb 2nd.  If you would like 
to purchase tickets  for the raffle, please contact:  
Emily Jacob-Rudesill (emilyj@fosterjacob.com) 
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