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Peorian Matt George is CEO of the Children’s Home Association of Illinois, and as such,  
says his job is to “change lives and save lives”.  Speaking to Peoria Rotarians in-person  
and on Zoom last week, Matt outlined how he sought a mentor in Kevin Harrington, the 
inventor of the Infomercial, Original Shark on Shark Tank and As Seen on TV Pioneer.   
Harrington told Matt to write a book- which he did; “The Nonprofit Game Plan".  Now, 
Matt has taken on the challenge of hosting a television program on WTVP, “Business  
Forward”, which can be seen on Thursdays at 5:30 PM as well as reruns later in the week.  
So far, there have been ten episodes in the half-hour, weekly series. The program features 
one-on-one interviews and panel discussions interviews with community and business 
leaders.  WTVP says George’s show will  consider “issues confronting  every business in 
Central Illinois, from mentoring and minority-owned business strategies to local business 
success stories and creating a winning business plan”.   

You can watch Business Forward by clicking here  

Board of Directors 2021 - 2022 

Please mark your calendars to attend the  
Virtual  Zoom Meeting on December 4th.  We  

will be voting on the new Rotary Year 2021 - 2022  
slate of officers and it is important that we have a  

quorum to do so.   

Below is the slate of officers for the that has  
been approved by the board.   

President-Elect: Tom McIntyre 

Secretary: Katherine Coyle  

Treasurer: Scott Fisher  

Board Directors: Emily Jacob Rudesill & Kathy Shishilla 

 

Week Speaker Greeter Invocation Door Prize Location 

11/20 Jenn Gordon 
 Brain 
Mooty 

Brain  
Mooty 

Amanda   
Gordon-Sandberg 

Zoom 

11/27 Thanksgiving  X X X No Meeting  
12/04 Jennifer Walls TBD  John Kelly  Jana Stevens  Zoom 

12/11 Steve Zika  TBD 
Kelly  

Donnelly  
Kim Eten  Zoom 

 NOVEMBER / DECEMBER PROGRAM VOLUNTEERS  

http://www.youtube.com/user/RotaryInternational
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-Peoria/194250893990409
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89766081791
http://www.peoriarotary.org
http://www.peoriarotary.org
mailto:infodowntown@peoriarotary.org
https://www.wtvp.org/local-programs/business-forward/


ROTARY CLUB OF PEORIA WILL BE HOLDING VIRTUAL  

MEETINGS VIA ZOOM FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR 

--> CLICK HERE TO JOIN 

ZOOM MEETING  

Meeting ID: 897 6608 1791 

Dial by your location 

+1 312 626 6799 US 

(Chicago)  

Dear Rotarians, 
As many of you are aware, Tier 3 mitigations will begin for all of Illinois 
this Friday.  In following the guidelines, we will no longer be able to meet 
in person.  The board of directors met this morning to discuss our plan 
moving forward.  Starting this Friday and continuing through the end of 
the year, we will be only doing Zoom Meetings.   We look forward to  
seeing you all on Zoom starting this Friday.   I wish you all health and  
wellness during this time.   Thank you all for your Service Above Self!! 

   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89766081791
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89766081791


"Come, Ye Thankful People, Come" is an English Harvest festival hymn written in 1844. 

In the 1890s when the hymn crossed the Atlantic with many of our ancestors, it gained popularity.  In the  
United States it began to be used as part of Thanksgiving celebrations as it continues today.  Our Rotary Club  
is fortunate to have a member who is a direct descendant of the original Pilgrims.  Nick Vespa shares about  
his family who were the first celebrants of what we now call “Thanksgiving.” 

“Genealogy has always been a hobby/passion in my family.  My mother is responsible for proving that the lineage 
of scores of our ancestors includes three who came to America on the Mayflower.  Most notably was William 
Bradford, Governor of the Plymouth Colony of whom we are direct descendants.  Here is a brief account of what 
the first Thanksgiving was like. 

The pilgrims who sailed from Plymouth, England to the New World landed on “Plymouth Rock” in Massachusetts 
in 1620.  They held their first Thanksgiving feast in 1621 to give thanks for their successful fall harvest.  Celebrating 
a fall harvest was an English tradition and at that time the pilgrims had much for which to give thanks. The 53 pil-
grims at the first Thanksgiving were the only colonists to survive the long journey on the Mayflower and the first 
winter in the New World.  Disease and starvation struck down half of the original 102 colonists.   
 
These pilgrims made it through that first winter and with the help of the local Wampanoag tribe, they had a hearty 
supply of food to sustain them through the next winter. The participants celebrated for several days, dining on  
venison, goose, duck, turkey, fish, and of course, cornbread, the result of a bountiful corn harvest.  Guests at the  
feast included 90 Wampanoag Indians from a nearby village, including their leader Massasoit.   
 
This tradition was repeated at harvest time in the following years.  It was President Lincoln who declared  
Thanksgiving a national celebration in 1863.  The Plymouth Pilgrims simply celebrated survival, as well as the 
hopes of good fortune in the years that lay ahead.” 



Attention: Rotary Reader Captains during the prior school year.  

A message from Miss Doty:  
 
“I’m excited to hear you have 15 teams!  Currently, I have 21  
students on my roster so if you don’t mind having some teams  
double up it should work perfectly.  We can chat sometime next 
week on the best way to implement the program.  My vision for 
how this will look would be for each team to be assigned a student 
or two and create a quick introduction video saying hi to their  
student and reading a short story.  I will probably play the video on 
my Smart Board so all of the students will see the video but each 
student will have their own team.  This would require 100%  
participation from all teams which I know may be difficult.  I think  
a reasonable deadline would be just before Christmas break to  
ensure that all students have a team and they have been “read” to!  
Let’s try to touch base next week to go over details.” 
 
Please contact Owen Ackerman (oack@comcast.net) or  
(309) 635-7799 if you are willing to help.  

Thanks for all that you have done, and hopefully, will  
continue doing!!    
    - Owen Ackerman 

Rotary Reader Update!  

mailto:oack@comcast.net?subject=Rotary%20Readers%20


This year is the 16th Annual  - 12 Hours of Giving and it will be held on Thursday, December 17th at the  
Par-A-Dice Hotel in East Peoria.  We are very excited for this event as it is the biggest single day blood  
drive in downstate Illinois. This year our goal is to collect at least 350 pints of blood to meet hospital  
needs over the Holiday Season.  This drive helps us to ensure we have the units needed to make it  
through the critical dates over the holidays. Your partnership with this drive will directly impact our  
efforts toward this goal. 
 

I’m reaching out to you to see if you would be interested in being an Hourly Sponsor again this year. 
   
As an hourly sponsor, we are asking that you help us recruit at least 12 donors to donate at the drive.   
As part of being an hourly sponsor, you will be recognized on our Sponsorship Slide Show which will  
play throughout the drive along with other signage thanking you for your sponsorship. You are also  
welcome to have materials set out to promote your organization.  

Once we have your commitment as an Hourly Sponsor, I will send you more details on how you can  
help promote and sign donors up for this event.   
 
For more information or to sign-up to help, please contact Lisa Mullins at 309-361-8361 or email (Lisa.Mullins@CommerceBank.com)  

Southside Mission Thanksgiving Meal Prep and Delivery  
South Side Mission needs help with they're  
Thanksgiving Meal Prep and Delivery.   
They're looking for volunteers to help for the  
following tasks and time frames: 
 
Thursday, 11/26 - Meal Delivery Drivers 
9:30am – 15 slots open (recommend reserving 5 for Rotary) 
10:30am – 21 slots open (recommend reserving 5 for Rotary) 
 
There will be a sign up sheet at the meeting this week. If you would like to sign up, please send an 
email to infodowntown@peoriarotary.org with the date / time you want to volunteer and  
we will add you to the list.  Thanks for you're support!! 

Donations Needed for Trewyn Pantry – We are collecting food items such as:  
Peanut or almond butter, dried goods such as oatmeal, cereal, rice and pasta,  
Ramen Noodles, granola bars and Hormel Completes.  Amanda or Melissa can 
come and pick up items from you, please email to arrange a time  
(infodowntown@peoriarotary.org)  
 
If you would like to donate money, we will buy non-perishables on your behalf!  

https://g.page/paradicecasino?share
mailto:Lisa.Mullins@CommerceBank.com?subject=16th%20Annual%20Peoria%2012%20Hours%20of%20Giving%20Blood%20Drive%20-%20Hourly%20Sponsor
mailto:infodowntown@peoriarotary.org
mailto:infodowntown@peoriarotary.org


Needed for Christmas Day Meal Prep and Delivery 

If you would like to sign up, please send an email to infodowntown@peoriarotary.org with  
the date / time you want to volunteer and we will add you to the list.   

We are collecting toys for the Children’s Home this holiday season.   
Monetary donations are also welcome and another Rotarian will do the  
shopping for you.  Please contact Melissa Brewer or Chuck Gabbert if you  
have any questions.  Donations can be picked up and dropped off.   

 

Please email infodowntown@peoriarotary.org or call 676-5432 to SCHEDULE  
a time / location to drop off donations or Melissa can pick up donations from you. 

mailto:infodowntown@peoriarotary.org?subject=SouthSide%20Mission%20Christmas%20Sign-up
mailto:infodowntown@peoriarotary.org?subject=Holiday%20Toy%20Drive


 

The longest continuous running parade in the Nation 

Peoria Area Community Events (PACE) is pleased to announce that  

“Christmas Wishes Filled with Hope” is the theme of the 133rd Annual Santa Claus Parade. 

The parade will take place on November 27, 2020 from 9:00 AM until 10:00 AM.   

Our Rotary Float will once again be featured in the parade.  Due to COVID-19 restrictions, our parade 
will be a reverse/drive-thru event.  Floats will be lined up along Main and Monroe Streets.   Vehicles will enter 

the float viewing area from 9:00 AM until 10:00 AM starting at Main and Jefferson Streets and proceed on Main 
and turn right on Monroe.   No candy, flyers or merchandise will be passed out at this year’s parade. 

The general public is encouraged to watch the live virtual telecast of the parade from the comfort and 

safety of your home beginning at 10:30 AM on WMBD-TV Channel 31 at 10:30 AM on WMBD-TV Channel 31.  

The telecast has been sponsored by Busey Bank /South Side Bank since 1957.   



Your contribution of any amount will: 
  
* Be matched by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation in a 2:1 match 
 
* Contribute towards your Paul Harris Fellow 
 
* Contributes towards your Go Givers status 
 
Those who contribute $250 or more towards Polio Plus will also receive a  
limited edition “End Polio Now” mask!  (Sold Out last week! - Ordering More) 
Contributions can be mailed to the Rotary office or dropped off at the check-in  
desk at the meeting!   * Checks need to be made out to “The Rotary Foundation.” 

President Brad Stegall was celebrating 
World Polio Day in Zion National Park with 
his new End Polio Now mask. There is still 
time to get your mask too!  So far we have 

sold (15) masks and raised over $3,175.00 
for this cause.  Thank You!! 

Contact Us 
Amanda Gordon-Sandberg,  
Executive Secretary 
CELL: 309-360-0935  
OFFICE: 309-676-5432 
 
Office Hours:  By  Appointment 
Email us:  infodowntown@peoriarotary.org 
Website:  www.peoriarotary.org 

  Board Members 

  William Albers 
  Blake Barnard    
  Kelly Donnelly 
  Steve Driscoll 
  Scott McCord 
  Randy Neff 
 

Club Officers 
President—Brad Stegall 
President-Elect—Janet Bantz Glavin 
Secretary—Jamie Harwood  
Treasurer—Lisa Mullins 
Immediate Past President—Maggie Freidag 


