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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good afternoon everyone…Today I would like to talk to you about the power of Rotary and how each of us can harness it to make a difference in the world. Rotary offers each one of us an amazing instrument to do good in the world and when we grab hold of that instrument and focus it on one of our world’s most pressing challenges extraordinary things result. As it did on our recent mission to Ghana.
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Mission Statistics

•15 Volunteers

• 400 Donors - $225,000

• 53 Hockey Bags

• 12 Projects undertaken in the 
areas of literacy, water, sanitation, 
economic development, maternal & 
newborn and disease prevention.We raised $225,000!!! 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On October 24, lugging 53 hockey bags filled with medicines, school supplies, dental and medical equipment, our team of 15 eager volunteers, commenced a mission that would not only transform the conditions of the people living in Ghana but one that would deeply impact our lives in the process.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is our official 2022 team photo. Team members ranged in age from 18 – 73. With hard work and God’s grace I am thrilled to report that our team raised an astounding $225,000 in donations for this mission!And we invested these funds into water, education, health, disease prevention and economic development initiatives.
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Where is Ghana?Father Stephen Amoah Gyasi

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We travelled to Ghana’s impoverished central region to help support the work of Father Stephen Gyasi – whose become a trusted partner of Rotarians working on projects in Ghana. He has visited our district several times, has been at our meet the governor events and even spoke at one of our district conferences so some of you may have met him.Although I never had the privilege of meeting Mother Theresa – Fr. Stephen is probably the closest I will ever come to meeting a living SAINT.
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Population: 

• 95,000
• 118 Outposts
• 92% subsistence 

famers (cocoa, 

cassava, palm oil)

“Akwaba” Extreme Poverty 
& Hardships

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Subinso area, where we implemented our projects, has a population of 100,000 people residing in 118 small villages. These villagers live in extreme poverty and suffer unspeakable hardships. The majority of the inhabitants are subsistence farmers and struggle daily just to survive. 

Michael
Pencil

Michael
Pencil



Ghana Mission 2022

• 5% work as traders 
on the streets

• 3%  Gov’t work
• Most families have 

no regular income 
and survive on less 
than $5.00 a week

Extreme Poverty 
& Hardships

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While officially the average family income is about $5.00 per week -- many families have no regular income at all. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There is very little access to clean water and most cannot afford the cost of health insurance. Sadly, many die from preventable and treatable illnesses.
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Chat with the Chiefs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Although Ghana is a democratic state, tribal governance is still quite prevalent and the chiefs; as the owners of the land – play a significant role in the day to day running of the region. Before commencing our work, we were required to meet with the chiefs to get their permission. At each meeting we presented a gift of Canadian Whiskey which helped to ensure we received the go ahead for our work. And it did the trick!
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School Construction Projects:
Dossii School

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Ghana there is  little government funding available for education so many schools have deteriorated and fallen into serious disrepair. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Recognizing that education is key to breaking the cycle of poverty, this year our team tackled three school construction projects. 
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Construction Underway – we all helped

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the village of Dossii we renovated a Kindergarten block for little ones and we built a Junior high school building for kids in Gr 7-9. . And our biggest project was the completed restoration of the primary/junior wing of the school for kids in grades 1-6.When we arrived a significant portion of the renovation was completed. But there was some work still to be done so we  rolled up our sleeves and pitched in to finish this extreme makeover.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our team poured cement for porches and classroom floors, we painted the entire structure inside and out and we constructed new desks and mounted brand-new whiteboards in all of the classrooms.
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Construction nearly complete

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are some photos of the finished buildings.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To mark the completion of this school’s transformation, the village held a durbar in our honor.A durbar is a grand celebration featuring traditional music, entertainment and lots of speeches.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At the durbar our team presented the school with many gifts including textbooks, new school uniforms and teaching aids. We also presented soccer balls and jerseys which the kids absolutely loved. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The students were so excited to move into their brand new, classrooms. Many Rotary clubs and organizations made significant contributions toward this project, and we recognized these donors with plaques adorning the walls of the classrooms.
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Textbooks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Recognizing the need for students to have proper learning tools, this year the Rotary Clubs of Essex partnered with several Rotary clubs in the District on a “pack for success” project. Together we purchased textbooks for every subject in every grade level and presented the school with 500 new backpacks – one for each student.
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Pack for Success Project

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The students were bursting with anticipation on the day we arrived to distribute the backpacks!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Children in Ghana rarely receive anything “new.” The excitement at receiving these backpacks was overwhelming. If only you could hear their squeals of delight!!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The back packs were filled with school supplies, toiletries, new clothing and a toy!!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And thanks to Dr. Noel Jackson each student also received a toothbrush and toothpaste. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some of our team members organized a “school picture” day. Rotarian photographer Abby O’Bright took a beautiful portrait of each child. I cannot tell you how much the kids loved their portraits and I know their moms cherished them too!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thanks to Penny Joy from the Rotary Club of Plymouth we also distributed 400 Days for Girls kits to students in several villages ensuring that girls had the support they need to stay in school past the age of menstruation. 
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Water & 
Sanitation 
Projects

Saving lives one well 
at a time!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is estimated that a child somewhere in the world dies from a water borne illness every 21 seconds. 
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Contaminated water sources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Many water sources in this region of Ghana have become contaminated with human waste and poisonous residue from nearby mining operations.  A recent drought has made the availability of water even more scarce, and many villagers have to walk for miles to access water. 
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Water – The Gift of Life!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To improve this dire situation our team raised enough funds to bore drill seven mechanized water wells and one handpump well. The middle photo shows the bore drill at work preparing the bore hole for our wells. The mechanized wells we drilled featured extended piping which enabled us to install several taps throughout the villages. These wells are providing thousands of villagers with access to clean water for drinking, cooking and bathing! 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At each well commissioning I found it interesting that the communities did not say thank you the water or thank you for the well. Instead they thanked us for “the gift of life.” For them water is life. And it is a gift that lasts for generations.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I have to tell you that turning on the taps for the first time at a village that previously had no water, is quite a thrill. It’s a very moving and emotional moment for all involved!
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Dossii Sanitation Project

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Providing sanitation is a high priority in Rotary. The lack of proper sanitation contributes to a high incidence of waterborne illnesses and death. Sadly, we have treated many infants and children suffering from e-coli, cholera and dysentery.Thanks to the generosity of our donors we were able to build a sanitation facility at the school.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While toilets are not the most glamorous of projects, they are essential to the overall health of a community. Without toilets villagers are forced to openly defecate in fields, near streams and rivers thus contaminating their water sources. The availability of sanitation in a village has many other collateral benefits, for example access to sanitation helps to recruit teachers to a village, they reduce the incidence of rape and access to toilets allow girls to remain in school after they start to menstruate. Our team worked many days in the hot sun painting, tiling, installing the toilets and putting the finishing touches on this sanitation facility. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The villagers were eager to get their first peek at their brand-new toilets and showers. Many had never seen a toilet before, so this was a banner day in the village of Dossii.
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Maternal and Child Health &
Disease Prevention and Treatment Projects

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On the health care front, members of our medical team worked in area clinics and hospitals providing primary care and disease prevention initiatives for hundreds of patients.
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Treated over 500 patients

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When villagers heard that a western doctor was at the clinic they walked for hours and waited patiently to get the chance to be examined by Dr. Chris Spirou. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Many of the patients Dr. Chris and our team nurses treated were suffering from Malaria.Diabetes, hypertension and a host of other infections were also quite prevalent.



Ghana Mission 2022

Delivered 250 pounds of medicine

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Medicines are expensive and most villagers cannot afford them. Knowing this we brought 250 pounds of medicine and filled their dispensary shelves to the brim.
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Maternal & Newborn Clinic
Giving Polio & other Vaccines

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Helping to keep Rotary’s promise to the children of the world, we administered polio vaccines to babies in several villages.
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Giving the Gift of Sight

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At many of the villages we visited we set up an eye glass clinics. Giving the gift of sight is an awe-inspiring moment. During our mission we fitted more than 1,000 villagers with eyeglasses Every team member  pitched in to help the villagers find just the right pair!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is hard to put into words the awesome moment of being able to help villagers see again. This is a photo of one of our happiest customers!!
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Distributed 500 Mosquito Nets

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Malaria is Africa’s #1 killer. But it can be stopped. A simple $7 mosquito net provides a barrier preventing the spread of this fatal disease. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A grant from our District Governor Golf Outing funds along with many other donors enabled us to purchase and distribute 500 nets to pregnant, nursing mothers and their children. Thanks to Rotary, these “fortunate” mothers can put their babies to bed knowing they will be safe from the scourge of malaria. 
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Economic 
Development 
Project:
“Sewing Seeds 
of  Hope”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The last project I want to share with you is our “Sewing Seeds of Hope” initiative my personal favorite project!As we know, providing opportunities for economic development is another priority area of focus within Rotary.It was on a trip in 2015 that we encountered a situation that inspired our Sewing Seeds of Hope apprenticeship program.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On that trip, I met a young woman named Esther. She was a beautiful 15-year-old and already a mother!Forced to quit school because of her pregnancy and disowned by her family, Esther was left out on the street with few prospects and very little hope for her and her baby’s future. Sadly, I came to learn that many of these young women turn to work in the sex trade in order to support themselves. This situation really struck a chord and I wanted to do something for Esther and many of the other girls like her. 
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Sewing Seeds of Hope

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After consulting with Fr. Stephen and community leaders, we conceived the idea for a sewing apprenticeship program and  purchased 75 sewing machines which kicked off our first “Sewing Seeds of Hope” cooperative project to enable these teenage moms to develop a marketable skill to support themselves and their babies. 



Ghana Mission 2022

“Thank you Rotary
for giving us hope 

and a bright future!”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Local seamstresses were recruited to teach and mentor these young women as they learn to sew. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The seamstress mentors benefit by having an extra sewing machine in their shops which helps them to increase their production output. Mentees benefit by acquiring the skills and training they need to move on to full time positions in various shops. In fact, many of the graduates of this program end up getting hired in the shops in which they apprenticed.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2017, we expanded our project to include support for young women who wanted to train as hair stylist. We purchased hair dryers and styling tools for this program to help get it off the ground.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This year my home club of Essex partnered on a collaborative grant with the Rotary clubs of Monroe, Grosse Ile and Harrow to purchase an additional 80 sewing machines and 50 hair dryers. I am pleased to report that since the beginning of this program, we have now distributed 425 sewing machines and 100 hair dryers. Thanks to our local clubs many more young moms are armed with a marketable skillset and are spared a life in the sex trade.Through the power of Rotary these single moms and their babies now have a much brighter and more secure future.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
None of these projects would have been possible without the generous support of our donors and D6400 Rotary Clubs. I would like to conclude this presentation with a video thank you message from the children of Ghana in appreciation for all Rotary has done to transform their lives.
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