
 

 

Rotary District 6360 Foundation  

Golden Trowel Award Application Form 
Mail or e-mail a copy of this form by the third Saturday in September 

  
To: Gary Campbell, District 6360 Foundation Trustee 

471 W. Shawnee Rd., Baroda, MI 49101-9775 

Email: garycampbell@qtm.net  

 

Late applications will not be accepted 
Nominating Club ______________________________ Date __________ 

Club Contact _______________________________________________   

Phone ______________________ Fax ________________E-Mail______________________________ 

Club President _______________________________ Signature _________________________________   

Note: If submitting this form electronically, please enter your name in the "Signature" space above and check the box below: By                                  

checking this box, I hereby certify that my name entered above shall serve as my electronic signature. 

Name of Nominee ___________________________________Phone ______________________ 

Address  ____________________________ City ______________________ State______  Zip_______ 

Nominee is a: Person   Non-Profit Organization Business   Church   

Group of Individuals   Government Agency   Other 

Name of Rotary Project receiving assistance from a NON-ROTARIAN entity: 

 

Directions: Complete the following information in narrative form, giving as much 
detail as possible. 

1. Describe in detail the “Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How” of the involvement of 

the NON-ROTARIAN that significantly impacted the success of your club project or 

event. Use additional pages if necessary. Photos, slides and video tapes may be 

included in the submission. 

mailto:garycampbell@qtm.net
mailto:bryan.zocher@kresa.org
mailto:bryan.zocher@kresa.org


 

 

Golden Trowel Application Page 2 

Nominating Club: ___________________________________________ 

2. Why was this party’s help so beneficial to the project/event? 

 

3. Relationship of the nominee to the Rotary Club (How did you get together?, How long have you 

known each other?, Have you worked together on other occasions?, etc.) 


	Nominating Club: Williamston Sunrise Rotary
	Date: September 19, 2020
	Club Contact: Jim Conroy
	Phone: 616-443 3621
	Fax: 
	Textfield: jconroy45@gmail.com
	Club President: Kay Goluska
	Signature: KAY GOLUSKA 
	Name of Nominee: Don Bixler, Limner Press
	Phone0: 517 655 4455
	Address: 133 West Grand River Avenue
	City: Williamston
	State: MI 
	Zip: 48895
	Textfield0: When you need a print job done, and you're in a rush...

WHO YA GONNA CALL?  Don Bixler!



When you're stuck on design, and need expertise...

WHO YA GONNA CALL? Don Bixler!



When a neighbor needs help, unrelated to biz..

WHO THEY GONNA CALL? Don Bixler!



Don is the owner and sole proprietor (along with his wife Wendy Shaft) of Limner Press, a storefront print shop. But Don makes it more than just a printer, he is a volunteer, an advisor, a printing expert who shares his knowledge willingly. And that often results in less business for himself:



- When the Cub Scouts (a Williamston Rotary-sponsored Pack) wanted to disseminate instructions to the Cubs for a model rocket-building project in the park, they asked Don to print 25 copies of the instructions. Don said, "You know, those instructions are going to be scattered all over the park before they are done. Why don't I just print ONE copy on 11 x 17 stock and laminate them. That way, the Cubs can come up and check their work at a central table, where you can be stationed to help them. And the lamination will me you can save them for next year, too."



September 2020

That was last year, in case this looked familiar. This year, the case for Don to be the recipient is even stronger: COVID19 happened. Like all 'non-essential' businesses, he was forced to close his doors. So he and his wife began making and donating masks. They worked from home, sewing into the wee small hours, and donating most of what they made. 



Even non-essential businesses perform essential services. And when someone needed something printed, it was well understood in the community WHO YA GONNA CALL. Don would go down to the shop, print from an email, and leave the results in his mailbox, or at the police station or wherever someone could retrieve it. 
	Nominating Club0: 
	Textfield1: 2019:

Williamston Rotary sells 3,500 raffle-ducks each year. Instead of placing an order for the total number of tickets needed, Don prints them in batches of 500 or 1,000. And he does it with virtually no turn-around time. On one weekend this June, we had Rotarians selling at multiple locations in town. And doing a really good job. So good, that we actually ran out of tickets. A phone call to Don at home, and he had the next 1,000 printed and ready to restock within two hours.



Don doesn't limit his giving to just Rotary. While he is not a member, he perfectly exemplifies the concept of "Service Above Self" in both his business and his private life. Rotary had a booth at the Sunday Farmers' Market recently, promoting our Taste of Williamston fundraiser. Don strolled by, and noticed that we had modified a poster with a Sharpie, to correct an error we had made. He made a small comment on our penmanship, and kept walking. 15 minutes later, he returned with a press-printed and laminated correction, saying, "This will make you look a bit more professional."



2020

No duck race this year, but Don's value to Williamston Rotary has not abated. (It's just his income that has abated). Williamston Rotary ran a scavenger hunt FUN-raiser (not FUND-raiser) to provide some encouragement and enjoyment to the community. The printing needs were only a fraction of the normal print requirements, but were often even more urgent and gave him even less time. Don came through like a champ, and never once commented on the dramatic decrease in revenue. 
	Textfield2: In 22 years of Duck Races, Williamston Rotary has generated over $400,000  for Rotary and community projects. Don's contributions of time, expertise and donations have been a major part of our success for over half that time. Our relationship started with a competitive bid for the printing of the Duck Race tickets. He was -- and continues to be -- dramatically more cost-effective than any of the competitors. And his impact has grown over time with multiple projects, to the point that he is considered part of our team. 



The primary reason Don is not a member of the Club is that he is already at work in the morning when we meet. If he were a member of the Club, he would certainly be in the running for Hero status. But since he is not a member, it is altogether fitting that he be awarded the Golden Trowel.
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