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October: Economic & Community Development Month 
 

It’s hard to believe that autumn is here and we are already through the first quarter of 
the 2020-2021 Rotary year. Time flies when you’re focused on Service Above Self! 

October is traditionally Rotary’s Economic and Community Development Month, which 
has taken on new meaning and focus amidst the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. In addition 
to finding new ways to implement longstanding service projects in our hometowns and 
supporting projects abroad, Rotarians find ourselves in the position of having to step up in 
a big way to help our neighbors, communities, and local businesses weather the pandem-
ic storm. Let me tell you: it’s been inspiring to see the multitude of ways in which District 
6360 Rotary clubs have pulled together to get this critical work done despite (and be-
cause of) the extraordinary circumstances of this moment. As our Rotary International 
President Nominee Jennifer Jones has said repeatedly of late: the world needs Rotary 
now more than ever before.  

October also means World Polio Day (10/24). While we’ve made incredible progress in 
our quest to eradicate polio, the final steps may well be the most difficult. We can’t afford 
to let up now. I hope that many of you will join me in making an additional contribution to 
PolioPlus this month. I hope that you’ll take advantage of the opportunity to attend 
(virtually) the “Polio Eradication in 2020” panel with John Germ, Mike McGovern, Aruna 
Koushik, and Jennifer Jones on the evening of October 6. And, I look forward to hearing 
more about the success of the many club-level World Polio Day events that will be taking 
place this month.  

Finally, October means that the weather is cooling and many clubs have questions and 
concerns about meeting logistics going forward. Those conversations have been immeas-
urably complicated by recent legal developments related to Michigan’s response to the 
novel coronavirus and the emerging patchwork of local restrictions that is emerging in 
place of a statewide standard. The District’s leadership is monitoring the situation closely 
and will be providing additional guidance in the days to come. For now, Rotarians should 
remember the principles that have been adopted by the RI Board of Directors related to 
COVID-19: 

 The health and safety of all participants in Rotary programs, meetings, and events is 
of paramount importance. 

 No in-person meeting or event shall be mandatory for any Rotary participant who 
may feel uncomfortable attending because of the pandemic. 

 All conveners and organizers of Rotary meetings are strongly encouraged to consider 
all health concerns in deciding whether to hold in-person meetings. 

 While not required, Rotary International recommends that districts and Rotary and 
Rotaract clubs meet virtually. 

 

These are challenging circumstances and difficult decisions. As we move forward into the 
winter months, in addition to the aforementioned principles, our decision-making should 
be guided by the Four Way Test and a commitment to prioritizing and protecting the 
health of our members and the reputation of our organization. As always, should you 
need support of any kind, please don’t hesitate to contact me or our District team. We 
are here to serve you.      In Rotary Service, Nathan Triplett, District Governor 2020-2021  
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Questions? Concerns? Suggestions?  Please contact District Administrator Ingrid Nova  

517-604-6360 or rotary6360@gmail.com 

District Office: 741 Wolverine Road, Mason, MI 48854 

 
 

 

 

 District 6360 is now on Facebook!  Join our Group Page– Just Search “District 6360!” 

 

Nominations Now  

Accepted for District 

Governor Nominee 
(Rotary Year 2023-2024) 

Nominations are now being            

accepted from clubs of people       

interested in and willing to 

serve as District 6360 Governor for the Rotary year 2023-2024.  Deadline for nominations to 

be received from clubs is Friday, November 6, 2020. 
 

Qualifications for serving as District Governor are as follows: 

 The person must be a member in good standing of a functioning club in District 6360, and 

the integrity of the classification of membership must be without question. 

 The person must have served as a Club President. 

 The person must demonstrate willingness, commitment, and ability to fulfill the duties 

and responsibilities of the office of governor, as well as knowledge of the duties and re-

sponsibilities of the office of governor. 

 The person must have been a member of a Rotary club for at least 

seven (7) years at the time of taking office as governor. 
 

The official “District Governor Nominee Nomination Form” must be 

used, and a Resolution by the club must also accompany the com-

pleted form. The form is available from the District Office. Contact In-

grid Nova at rotary6360@gmail.com or 517-604-6360 for the DGN 

Nomination form, and to ask questions. Please remember, no cam-

paigning is allowed.  
 

      The form is due by Friday, November 6, 2020. Thank you!   
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NOW with Jennifer Jones!  
Polio Panel Discussion Oct. 6 

 

As many of you know, October 24, 2020 is National 
Polio Eradication Day.  So, we have planned a spe-
cial pre-Polio eradication event on October 6th. This 
program will feature four of the top members of the 
Polio Eradication committee to discuss the PolioPlus 
program.  We are encouraging all clubs to make this 
your club meeting for the week.  This program will 
be especially relevant.  Also, if you have been in Ro-
tary for five years or less. Please consider putting 
this on you calendar for next month.   
 

This started out as a program for my club and then 
we thought it should be open to the entire District 
6360.  Now it has grown and is being hosted by Dis-
trict 6400 and will include all 21 Districts in Zone 28 
and may be live streamed on YouTube. 
 

Let us see if we can get at least half the Rotarians in 
District 6360 to join this event.  To register for the event click HERE and on October 5th click on the 
red Polio 2020.  You must register for the event so they can send you the link to join the Zoom 
meeting on October 6, 2020. If you have any questions regarding this event, please feel free to con-
tact PDG Ed Foster at 517-230-7998 or ed@fosterdvm.com. 

http://rotary6400.org/?p=8980


 

P A G E  4  

District Governor Visits Going On NOW!  

The official District Governor visits to each of the Rotary Clubs in our District started in July!  DG Na-

than recently sent out the Club Visit Schedule to Club Presidents and has asked Clubs to confirm 

that the visit date works and whether the Club is meeting in person or virtually. DG Nathan will be 

reaching out individually to clubs as we approach your scheduled date to confirm and make neces-

sary arrangements, whether virtual or in-person.  
 

Is your Rotary Club conducting a socially-distant service project?  DG Nathan would be very inter-

ested in lending a hand as his schedule allows. Please let us know if you have a project upcoming!  
 

If you have any questions regarding club visits, please contact DG Nathan or Ingrid Nova 

WASH Fundraiser Book Sale  
 

The District 6360 WASH Committee (Water, Sanitation and Hy-
giene) Committee has been able to get more of Keith Mumma’s 
books to sell as a fundraiser for the committee. About the book: 
This is the heartwarming story of Mumma’s involvement with the 
families and children of Haiti and the Dominican Republic chroni-
cled in words and inspirational photographs. 
 

The book is selling for $60.00 and because of the generous spon-
sorship from the Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo all of the pro-
ceeds go to Rotary District 6360 International Water Sanitation 

Hygiene Projects (WASH). To purchase your copy, please contact Keith Mumma at 269-598-1313 or 
keith@groupmumma.com. Thank you for your support!  

Harbor Country Rotary Club Connecting 

Rotary Club of Harbor Country has a newly-formed WeCare 

Committee whose focus during this COVID time is to find 

creative ways to maintain relationships with our club mem-

bers and our community. One of our ideas is  1-on-1, Mem-

bers-in-Motion Relay Walks. One member calls another 

member and they plan a walk or a get-together that week. 

Members walk with masks and maintain social dis-

tance.  They take a selfie and upload it so the club can enjoy 

their photos at our weekly meeting. The big mystery is 

whom the second member will call for the following week's walk or get-together. We have two sepa-

rate relay groups going. Everyone seems to be enjoying the outdoor activity, having a chance to visit 

with another and sharing selfie photos. What's great about the Members-in-Motion Relay is that it is 

a four-season outdoor activity that helps keep us connected.  
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Marshall Rotary Club Busy Painting Hydrants 
 

Marshall Rotary Club members spent a recent fall day 
scraping, cleaning, spraying and painting fire hydrants un-
der the direction of Cathy Campbell. Marshall has over 500 
fire hydrants and Cathy has been working to paint them for 
several months. Hydrants have to be scraped clean, 
sprayed, and painted. 14 Rotarians painted 18 fire hydrants 
on a sunny September Satur-
day.  Great work, Rotarians!  

Marshall Rotarian Jeff Greene busy 

scraping a hydrant 

 

Lakeshore Rotary  

Donates $10,000  
 

Outgoing Lakeshore Rotary President 

Juan Ganum recently presented a 

$10,000 check to Village of Baroda 

President Robert Getz and Clerk Tina Martin.  The donation was a gift from the Lakeshore Ro-

tary Club to the village to help fund its new pergola at Baroda Village Park, 1500 W. Lemon 

Creek Road. Also contributing to the construction of the project was Fence Masters and Star-

bucks Landscaping. Many wedding ceremonies have been booked for the pergola since its 

completion and dedication in June.  

Rotary President Jack Reed puts the 

final touch of bright red paint on this 

fire hydrant.  



 

NEW PROJECT “RE-CONNECT” LAUNCHES! 
 

Welcome to Fall, 2020!  It’s back to school (either virtually or in-person), the weather is beginning to 
change, and the trees are starting to change into their beautiful colors.  It’s time for us to focus on 
club membership.  How are we going to do that during this pandemic??   

First, let’s focus on club membership in terms of engagement for retention.  Since the pandemic hit 
in March, clubs have felt an impact in many ways.  Now is the time to rise up, dust ourselves off, re-
group, and get going again!   Project Re-Connect aims at connecting with each Rotarian in your 
club by mail, phone, in-person, or online by November 30, 2020.   Each Rotary Club board initiates 
a plan to connect with each member in their club by November 30, 2020.  

Start with using your attendance information to find out who is NOT attending meetings and/or pro-
jects.  Do you know why they are not attending?  Let each person know you care about them and 
miss them. Communication is the basis for Project Re-Connect.  Have a conversation with each 
member.  Find out about their skills, hobbies, interests and passions.  What projects would they like 
to participate on?  Are there areas of interest such as environment, education and literacy, econom-
ic development, or peace and conflict resolution?  What about their family?   

Establish a communication plan to determine what you want to communicate with members and 
how. Club e-newsletters, websites, and social media pages are useful communication tools.  

Recognize that different members use different communication tools, and try to offer information 
using more than one method. Members might enjoy learning about:  

 Club information — projects, activities, news, and events  
 Club financial reports  
 International service opportunities  
 Rotary’s online tools and resources (and how members can benefit from them)  
 Rotary news highlights  
 

Regularly communicate to your club members about:  
 Opportunities to  

 Take on leadership roles  
 Attend club assemblies and district-level seminars  
 Participate in multidistrict meetings  
 Get involved in club and district projects and activities  

 Rotary programs, projects, and activities  
 Special Rotary events, including the Rotary International Convention and district conference  
 Strategies for attracting new members  
 The goals and initiatives of the club and district committees  
 Progress toward membership and other goals  
 Awards and recognition programs  
 Sponsorship of new Rotary clubs 
 

Let’s hear from you.  Tell us your success with your Project Re-Connect! 
 

District 6360 DREAM TEAM Chair  
       Margie Haas    haasmargie@gmail.com   269-838-3392 
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In memory of Bob Pierce, 
St. Joseph Benton Harbor Rotary Club  

 
Robert A. “Bob” Pierce, 80, husband, father, grandfather of 
St. Joseph, passed away on 
Sept. 9, 2020 surrounded by 
his loving family.  
 

Bob Pierce was a Polio survi-
vor. He was a member of the 
St. Joe/Benton Harbor Rota-
ry Club since 2003 and a past 
Secretary of the club.  He 

was a passionate supporter of the Polio Eradication program by Ro-
tary International. Bob will be missed by all.  
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Harbor Country Rotary Hosts Successful Mum Sale 
 

Harbor Country Rotary Club doesn't let Covid-19 stop their fund-
raising efforts! Their annual Mums sale just ended and they 
far exceeded our goal.  1,210 Mum plants were sold and dona-
tions reached nearly $500! Their First Annual Road Rally is sched-
uled for Oct 18th.  To register go to http://
harborcountryrotary.org/ and select Event 'Road Rally' to partici-
pate in a fun afternoon.  Have your team name ready!  
 

The photos show the busy Mum pickup day unloading and set up. 
That’s a lot of flowers!  



 

What Rotary has to Offer Young Members 
 

By Tory Paxson, vice president, Boothbay Harbor Rotary Club, District 7780, Maine, USA 
Posted on August 28, 2020, Rotary Voices, Rotary International  
 

What’s life like for people between the ages of 18 and 
35 in the Boothbay Region of Maine? Through Rotary, 
young people take on leadership positions that expand 
their skills while they serve. Rotary does more than help 
during a crisis like COVID-19; it provides experiences 
that translate into a better future in any career. 
 

The Rotary Club of Boothbay Harbor created a new 
membership level to make joining more accessible for 
those under the age of 35. In addition, generous club 
members have chosen to pay the first-year membership 
costs for the first five new members in this category. 
 

We call it the Rule of 35 and it reduces dues by more than 50% for those under the age of 35. It’s a 
commitment by our club to keep growing and learning, and to keep inviting young people to see what 
skills they can develop and add to their own resumes. It’s an invitation to make a difference. 
Through Rotary, I have discovered what is possible when a group of like-minded individuals get to-
gether to make a difference. It matters not at all that we come in many shapes and sizes, back-
grounds, or age-ranges. After a short few years, it’s apparent to me that what we have in common is 
more important than our differences. We believe in Service Above Self. 
 

It’s more than a motto, it is what compels our club. While we’re known for our annual benefit auction 
(on hiatus, due to the pandemic), our club works year-round to help our local community and com-
munities around the world. We have given out bikes to seasonal and international workers, organized 
the Soup Bowl Supper and Derby Party fundraisers, run mock job interviews for high school seniors to 
practice for future careers, and created care packages for veterans, among many other things. 
 

Rotary has also enabled me to become capable, confident and powerful as I worked alongside change
-makers. I have gained project management skills that you can only get through organizing and man-
aging a 200 plus person event with three different organizational crews and over 40 donors and ven-
dors. I’ve became a better, more confident public speaker and learned to use my voice to create 
change both in Rotary and in my career. I used that voice to convince my fellow members to support 
our new club membership level for other young professionals like me, the first of its kind in our Rotary 
district. 
 

At age 25, joining Rotary changed the trajectory of my life. Now 30, I am vice president of our club 
and have discovered the many ways that I can make a difference.  More than that, I joined a family of 
people who have rich histories, have a lot of love to give, and are committed to their community. 
Many of them are business leaders with fascinating careers. I learn and laugh with them at our 
meetings, taking a break from my busy life to connect with people that I would have never had the 
chance to get to know otherwise. It’s the reset button I need after a challenging day. Some of my best 
friends are twice my age, and my life is twice as rich for having them in it. 
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  Donation Matching Program Still Available!! 
 

Once again this year, you will have the opportunity to have your donations to The Rotary Founda-
tion’s Annual Fund multiplied. As started on September 1, 2020, donations to The Rotary Founda-
tion’s Annual Fund will be matched using Foundation Recognition Points donated by some very gen-
erous Rotarians in our District. 
 

Rotarians can use this opportunity to receive additional Foundation Recognition Points to more 
quickly reach higher recognition levels. This matching program will continue until May 31, 2021, or 
until our pool of Foundation Recognition Points is exhausted. 
 

Here are some details on how this works: 
 

 Our District will match your contribution to TRF’s Annual Fund on a one-to-one basis. You will re-
ceive Foundation Recognition Points equal to the amount of your contribution to the Annual 
Fund, up to a maximum of 500 points. 

 

 To qualify for the match, your donation must be made between September 1, 2020 and May 31, 
2021 (or until the pool of available points is exhausted). 

 

 Please send proof of your donation by email or mail to our District’s Fundraising Subcommittee 
Chair: 

 Teresa Brandell 
 323 Elmshaven Drive 
 Lansing, MI 48917 
 Email: Teresa.M.Brandell@gmail.com 
 Phone: 517-242-0125 
 

 Note that the match will apply ONLY to contributions to TRF’s Annual Fund. 
 

Our Rotary Foundation is facing unprecedented demand on funds this year. Requests for grants are 
extremely high, both locally and internationally. There is much need, and our continued support of 
TRF’s Annual Fund will help insure that we are able to help as much as possible. 
 

Remember that contributions to The Annual Fund are used for projects – both locally here in our 
own communities, and around the world. This is the engine that helps Rotarians fulfill our credo of 
“Service Above Self.” 
 

Remember: The Rotary Foundation is our Number One charity as Rotarians! 
It’s the way we do good in the world! 
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         Rotarians Doing Good In Their  
      Communities Thanks to  
      The Rotary Foundation! 

        

               By: Kathy Gallagher, Chair, D6360 Rotary Foundation Committee 
 

In recent newsletters, we have featured some of the projects made possible through the district 

designated funds through The Rotary Foundation. Let’s take a look at a last of the projects being 

completed in 2020-2021!  
 

Special thanks to the Rotarians who support the Rotary Foundation Annual Fund which makes 

grant funding available each year!  
 

Dynamic Reading 

Partnering with Rotary Club of Isabel de Torres, the St. Joseph Benton Harbor Rotary Club will use 

this grant to sponsor a literacy program at Maria  Concepcion Gomez School, Dominican Republic. 

Approximately 1000 students, grades 1-6 will meet with reading facilitators for at least one hour each 

week. In addition, a reading club for students in 4th06th grade will be formed. Two reading fairs will 

also be hosted. Generally, the program involves reading and supporting activities such as  looking up 

story words in a dictionary or drawing a picture from the story. 15% of the 6th graders are illiterate. 

This program will raise their reading levels, comprehension, and self-esteem. 
 

Preserving the Communities Health Care Legacy 

The South Haven Rotary will invest this grant in the construction of a History Wall at the regional 

health center in their area. The club honors the community's 100 + year  health care legacy. Funding 

will provide construction materials and equipment.  
 

Rotary Scholarship Program 

The South Haven Rotary Club will provide a scholarship with this grant. This scholarship fund for 

higher education is focused on students who demonstrate academic achievement, volunteerism in 

the community and beyond, leadership, financial need and the extent to which the student achieved 

all of this while exemplifying the principles of the 4 Way Test. 
 

Libertad, Belize School Support 

With this grant, the Three Rivers Rotary Club will support of the Libertad R.C. School in Libertad Vil-

lage. This grant will be used to repair the railing that runs around the second floor of the school 

which has become rusted and very unsafe. Pictures of the existing railing and a quote for the repair 

were attached to the grant application.  
 

Union City Senior Center 

The Union City Rotary Club will invest this grant to provide plumbing, new fixtures, flooring and cabi-

nets in the local senior wellness center.  In addition, we will support making the bathroom handicap 

accessible and kitchen repairs.  Currently, Union City does not have any options for our residents to 

have these opportunities without driving to surrounding cities. Isolation leads to depression and our 

hope is to provide a safe place for our seniors to engage in conversation and socialization. 
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Vicksburg Rotary Round-up– Polio Presentation Oct. 23                   
 

The Power of Vaccinations in Winning the Fight: A World Polio Day Zoom Presentation on October 
23 featuring Dr. Lloyd Appell. Go to www.vicksburgrotary.org/polio to receive a link to this 
program. To donate or learn more go to www.endpolio.org 
 

WE INVITE YOU TO CONTRIBUTE YOUR RETURNABLE BOTTLES AND CANS TO THE VICKSBURG 
ROTARY ENDPOLIO FUNDRAISER.  
 Call 269-779-5453 to arrange a  
free pick-up.  All proceeds go to  
Rotary’s Polio Plus campaign.   
Your donation is matched 2:1  
by the Bill & Melinda Gates  
Foundation. 
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Rotary Club Attendance: Explained! 
 

There has been recent confusion about Club Attendance, 
reporting requirements, etc. PDG Ed Foster explains that 
the Rotary International (RI) 2019 Manual of Procedure 
states that all clubs submit their attendance to the DG by 
the 15th of the month for the preceding month. 
 

One of the issues with attendance that has caused confu-
sion with some clubs, is the new Council on Legislation res-
olution that states that a “member can submit a makeup 
for a missed meeting any time the makeup took place for 
the missed meeting in the same Rotary year.” Most club 

bylaws state the only ruling in that a makeup is only good for two weeks before or after a missed 
meeting.  PDG Foster advises a club to take into consideration the number of members in the club 
with perfect attendance who have long years of perfect attendance.  In the Charlotte Rotary Club, 
they have 14 members with perfect attendance and the club would really upset some of those by 
using RI’s new rules. 
 

Clubs that want to use the new rule need to amend their bylaws if that is the way they want to  keep 
their attendance.  It also needs to be changed in DACdb by going to Club tab and then on the left 
Column click on Club Setup.  Once there, click on the Attendance tab and set the MakeUp Period for 
12 months and then Banked Period for 365 days and click Save on the upper right corner. 
 

For our Rotary District, the biggest issue is not attendance percentage, but rather the number of 
members reported each month.  So if a club isn’t even meeting during this pandemic situation, they 
still need to submit their attendance so the membership numbers in the entire District are correct. 
 

Thank you Ed for this great explanation!   
Questions?  Please contact Ed Foster at 517-230-7998 or ed@fosterdvm.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.vicksburgrotary.org/polio
http://www.endpolio.org
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The 2021 Rotary International Convention will be in  

Taipei, Taiwan!! 

June 12-16, 2021 at the  

 Taipei Nangang Exhibition Center (TaiNEX)  

View the Taipei 2021 Convention Promotional Video HERE   

The friendly city Taipei invites you to the Rotary International Convention from June 12 to 

16, 2021. The Convention is the perfect place to discover new opportunities for service 

and friendship.  We are from the 12 Hosting Districts in Taiwan with around 35,000 Ro-

tarians, anxious to show you our hospitality and warmest welcome.  

The charm of Taipei lies in its vibrant spirit, enthusiasm, diversified culture, culinary  de-

lights and much more. The innovation and ongoing developments in Taiwan have also 

attracted people from all over the world. 

Join us at the Rotary Convention in 2021,  

and Feel the Energy in Taipei!  
 

Register for the RI International Convention HERE!!  

https://www.rotarytaipei2021.org/
https://www.tainex1.com.tw/en/
https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_wEbyRTcvsqq2.mp4?1587306214
https://www.riconvention.org/en/taipei/register


 

 

 October 1, 2020—Rotary Membership Meeting via Zoom, 6:30 PM 

 October 6, 2020—Polio Eradication, Panel Discussion (see Page 3) 

 October 20, 2020—Membership Engagement & Retention, via Zoom, 6:30-8pm 

 October 24, 2020—World Polio Day  

 November 7, 2020—Staff/Board Meeting, 9:00 AM, via ZOOM (Contact Ingrid Nova for link) 

 Nov. 12, 2020— TRF District Gala &  Rotary Dist. 6360 Foundation Recognition Dinner —CANCELLED 

 January 9, 2021—Staff/Board Meeting, 9:00 AM, via ZOOM  

 February  7-11, 2021—International Assembly, Orlando, FL– Tentative 
 February 2021—Dates to be determined—Pre-PETS 
 March 11-13, 2021—Great Lakes Rotary PETS, Kalamazoo Radisson 
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25th of  

Every 

Month!  

 

Congratulations to Last  
Month’s Winner!  

 
David Aubry of the Delton Area Rotary Club won last month’s prize drawing– Congratu-
lations!  Last month the phone was hidden on page 3 on the desk! Where could it be this 
month??  Every month I will ask you to find the Rotary phone hidden somewhere in the 
newsletter…. It will look like the one below (that’s not the one hidden!), but it may be 
any size or color!!  
 

If and when you find it, email or call to tell me where you found it and you will be en-
tered into that month’s drawing for a “wonderful prize!!” Have fun 
and happy hunting!!     

 

Ingrid Nova, District Administrator  
517-604-6360     

Rotary6360@gmail.com  

Upcoming Deadlines,  

Dates & Events…  
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