Addendum () Williamston Sunrise Rotary

The following are rule changes that come from Rotary International (RI) To be in compliance with RI, Williamston Sunrise Rotary recognizes the formalities that are required to be a club. We also respect the right to operate in accordance with our initial Bi-Laws and charter. The following Addendum will only further provide help advising the Executive board in accordance with RI guidlines where appropriate. 

2019 COUNCIL ON LEGISLATION
ESSENTIAL CHANGES FOR CLUBS AND DISTRICTS (The numbers in parentheses identify the relevant legislative enactments.)

Attendance
Make ups. Rotarians can make up for an absence at their club meeting within the same Rotary year. (19-35)

Club Board
President.  A club president’s term can be extended for up to one year when their successor has not been selected. (19-22)

Club Finances
Financial reporting.  The annual meeting for the election of officers includes the club’s mid-year financial report with current and previous year income and expenses. (19-24)

Satellite club financials.  A satellite club’s financial statement may be audited or reviewed. (19-29)

Club dues increased.  In 2019-20, member dues are 34.00 per half year. To improve service to clubs, RI semiannual dues were increased by $.50 for each of the next three years — to US$34.50 per half year in 2020-2021, US$35.00 per half year in 2021-2022 and US$35.50 per half year in 2022-2023. (19-82)

Changing Club Name or Location
Notification extension.  Proposed changes to a club’s name or locality are provided to each member and the governor at least 21 days (currently 10 days) before changes are voted on. (19- 26)

Modernized language.  There are no longer classification restrictions on forming a club in a locality. A club may be formed even if one or more clubs are already organized in the locality. The locality of a club that conducts its activities primarily online shall be worldwide or as the club board determines. (19-28)

Club Rules
Modernized language.  The Standard Rotary Club Constitution’s language was modernized and streamlined to help with flow and readability. No substantive changes were made to the policies. Download the new easy to understand version, which all clubs are required to use. (19-30 and 19- 116
District Finances
Deadline extension.  Within one year of serving as governor, an independently reviewed annual statement and report of district finances is provided to clubs in the district for their approval. (19-57)

District Leadership
Without a vice governor.  If a governor is unable to serve and no vice-governor has been designated, only a past governor will serve as acting governor. (19-53)

Elections
Club voting strength.  A club’s voting strength is determined by the number of members on its 1 July club invoice. (19-49)

Challenge deadline.  When a valid challenging nomination for governor is received, voting for
candidates occurs in a ballot by mail or at the district conference if the challenge remains valid for
30 days. (19-52)

District dues.  Clubs may only participate in voting for the member and alternate member of the nominating committee for director, for the selection of the governor-nominee, or by electors at a district conference, if they have paid their district dues and are not indebted to the district as determined by the governor. (19-54)

Membership
Rotaract clubs.  Just like Rotary clubs, Rotaract clubs are now members of Rotary International. While there are no operational changes for Rotaract clubs or the Rotary clubs that sponsor them, this provision elevates the status of Rotaract clubs and allows RI to increase support and resources to help them grow. (19-72)

Diversity.  Clubs need a well-balanced membership that celebrates diversity. (19-18)

Classification.  The classification limitation has been removed, so clubs may now determine for themselves the appropriate number of members in a particular classification. In addition, elected or appointed public officials are no longer prohibited from joining a club using the classification associated with their office. (19-37 and 19-39)

Small clubs.  A governor may request the RI Board to terminate clubs with fewer than six members. (19-70)
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Article7 Meetings
Section 1 — Regular Meetings.
(a) Day and Time. This club shall hold a regular weekly meeting on the day and time set in the bylaws.

(b) Method of Meeting. Attendance may be in person, by telephone, online, or through an online interactive
activity. An interactive meeting shall be considered to be held on the day that the interactive activity is
posted.

(c) Change of Meeting. For good cause, the board may change a regular meeting to any day between the
preceding and following regular meetings, to a different time of the regular day, or to a different place.

(d) Cancellation. The board may cancel a regular meeting for these reasons:
(1) aholiday, or during a week that includes a holiday;
(2) in observance of the death of a member;
(3) an epidemic or a disaster that affects the whole community; or
(4) an armed conflict in the community.

The board may cancel up to four regular meetings a year for causes not listed here, but may not cancel
more than three consecutive meetings.

(e) Satellite Club Meeting (When Applicable). If provided in the bylaws, a satellite club shall hold regular
weekly meetings at a day, time, and place decided by its members. The day, time, and place of the meeting
may be changed in a way similar to that provided for the club’s regular meetings in section 1(c) of this
article. A satellite club meeting may be cancelled for the reasons in section 1(d) of this article. Voting
procedures shall be as provided in the bylaws.

(f) Exceptions. The bylaws may include provisions that are not in accordance with this section. A club,
however, must meet at least twice per month.
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(4) attends a board meeting or, if authorized by the board, a meeting of a service committee to which the
member is assigned;

(5) participates through a club website in an online meeting or interactive activity;
(6) attends a regular meeting of a Rotaract or Interact club, Rotary Community Corps, or Rotary

Fellowship or of a provisional Rotaract or Interact club, Rotary Community Corps, or Rotary
Fellowship; or

(7) attends an RI convention, a council on legislation, an international assembly, a Rotary institute, any
meeting convened with the approval of the RI board of directors or the RI president, a multizone
conference, a meeting of an RI committee, a district conference, a district training assembly, any
district meeting held at the direction of the RI board, any district committee meeting held by
direction of the governor, or a regularly announced intercity meeting of clubs.

Section 2 — Extended Absence While Working at a Distance. If a member works on a distant assignment for
an extended period of time, attendance at the meetings of a designated club at the site of the assignment
replaces attendance at the regular meetings of the member’s club, if the two clubs agree.

Section 3 — Absence Because of Other Rotary Activities. An absence does not require a make-up if, at the time
of the meeting, the member is:

(a) traveling with reasonable directness to or from one of the meetings specified in sub-subsection (1)(d)(7);
(b) serving as an officer or member of an RI committee or as a TRF trustee;

(c) serving as the special representative of the governor in forming a new club;

(d) on Rotary business in the employ of RI;

(e) directly and actively engaged in a district-sponsored, RI-sponsored, or TRF-sponsored service project in
remote area, where making up attendance is impossible; or

(f) engaged in Rotary business duly authorized by the board, which precludes attendance at the meeting.

Section 4 — RI Officers’ Absences. An absence shall be excused if the member is a current RI officer or a
Rotarian partner of a current RI officer.

Section 5 — Excused Absences. A member’s absence shall be excused if:

(a) The board approves it for reasons, conditions, and circumstances it considers good and sufficient. Such
excused absences shall not last longer than 12 months. However, if a leave is taken for medical reasons,
follows the birth or adoption of a child, or takes place during foster care of a child, the board may extend it
beyond the original 12 months.

(b) The sum of the member’s age and years of membership in one or more clubs is 85 years or more, the
member has been a Rotarian for at least 20 years, the member has notified the club secretary in writing of
a desire to be excused from attendance, and the board has approved.

Section 6 — Attendance Records. When a member whose absences are excused under subsection 5(a) of this
article does not attend a club meeting, the member and the absence shall not be included in the attendance
records. If a member whose absences are excused under section 4 or subsection 5(b) of this article attends
a club meeting, the member and the attendance shall be included in this club’s membership and attendance
figures.

Section 7 — Exceptions. The bylaws may include provisions not in accordance with article 10.
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Article10 Attendance

Section 1 — General Provisions. Each member should attend this club’s regular meetings, or its satellite club’s
regular meetings, and engage in this club’s service projects, events, and other activities. A member shall be
counted as attending a regular meeting if the member:

(a) is present in person, by telephone, or online for at least 60 percent of the meeting;

(b) is presentbut called away unexpectedly and later presents to the board satisfactory evidence that leaving
‘was reasonable;

(c) participates in the regular online meeting or interactive activity posted on the club’s website within one
week after its posting; or

(d) makes up the absence in any of the following ways within the same year:

(1) attends at least 60 percent of the regular meeting of another club, a provisional club, or a satellite of
another club;

(2) is present at the time and place of a regular meeting or satellite club meeting of another club for the
purpose of attending, but that club is not meeting at that time or place;

(3) attends and participates in a club service project or a club-sponsored community event or meeting
authorized by the board;
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(4) attends a board meeting or, if authorized by the board, a meeting of a service committee to which the
member is assigned;

(5) participates through a club website in an online meeting or interactive activity;
(6) attends a regular meeting of a Rotaract or Interact club, Rotary Community Corps, or Rotary

Fellowship or of a provisional Rotaract or Interact club, Rotary Community Corps, or Rotary
Fellowship; or

(7) attends an RI convention, a council on legislation, an international assembly, a Rotary institute, any
meeting convened with the approval of the RI board of directors or the RI president, a multizone
conference, a meeting of an RI committee, a district conference, a district training assembly, any
district meeting held at the direction of the RI board, any district committee meeting held by
direction of the governor, or a regularly announced intercity meeting of clubs.

Section 2 — Extended Absence While Working at a Distance. If a member works on a distant assignment for
an extended period of time, attendance at the meetings of a designated club at the site of the assignment
replaces attendance at the regular meetings of the member’s club, if the two clubs agree.

Section 3 — Absence Because of Other Rotary Activities. An absence does not require a make-up if, at the time
of the meeting, the member is:

(a) traveling with reasonable directness to or from one of the meetings specified in sub-subsection (1)(d)(7);
(b) serving as an officer or member of an RI committee or as a TRF trustee;

(c) serving as the special representative of the governor in forming a new club;

(d) on Rotary business in the employ of RI;

(e) directly and actively engaged in a district-sponsored, RI-sponsored, or TRF-sponsored service project in
remote area, where making up attendance is impossible; or

(f) engaged in Rotary business duly authorized by the board, which precludes attendance at the meeting.

Section 4 — RI Officers’ Absences. An absence shall be excused if the member is a current RI officer or a
Rotarian partner of a current RI officer.

Section 5 — Excused Absences. A member’s absence shall be excused if:

(a) The board approves it for reasons, conditions, and circumstances it considers good and sufficient. Such
excused absences shall not last longer than 12 months. However, if a leave is taken for medical reasons,
follows the birth or adoption of a child, or takes place during foster care of a child, the board may extend it
beyond the original 12 months.

(b) The sum of the member’s age and years of membership in one or more clubs is 85 years or more, the
member has been a Rotarian for at least 20 years, the member has notified the club secretary in writing of
a desire to be excused from attendance, and the board has approved.

Section 6 — Attendance Records. When a member whose absences are excused under subsection 5(a) of this
article does not attend a club meeting, the member and the absence shall not be included in the attendance
records. If a member whose absences are excused under section 4 or subsection 5(b) of this article attends
a club meeting, the member and the attendance shall be included in this club’s membership and attendance
figures.

Section 7 — Exceptions. The bylaws may include provisions not in accordance with article 10.




