See how Lansing-area high schools rank on state's new public school rating system
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LANSING - The Michigan Department of Education debuted a system last week that rates public schools across the state on a scale of zero to 100.
Williamston High School scored 99.08, placing it at the top among high schools in Ingham, Eaton and Clinton counties. Five other high schools received ratings above 90: Okemos, Haslett, DeWitt, Fowler and Pewamo-Westphalia.
The scoring system takes into consideration student proficiency on state exams, graduation rates and factors such as the availability of art, music and physical education programs. Improvement on state exams is the most heavily weighted factor, counting for 34% of the total score.
 “We know as a system we’re doing incredible things with getting kids to proficiency,” Adam Spina, Williamston Community Schools’ superintendent, said. “We know the academics are there, but the thing I’m most proud of is how well rounded the school district is.”
Schools that score below 30.64 are targeted for additional resources from the state. No traditional high schools in the Lansing region scored below that threshold, though some credit catch-up programs did.
Among Lansing’s three public high schools, Everett faired best with a score of 53.71, beating out Sexton and Eastern, which scored 31.01 and 36.16, respectively. Proficiency rates on English language and math assessments were significantly higher at Everett than at Lansing’s other two high schools.
Nearly one in three Everett Vikings were proficient in English Language Arts last year, compared to about one in eight Sexton Big Reds and one in four Eastern Quakers, according to state data. Eastern had the best graduation rate, with nearly 80% of its class of 2017 graduating in four years. The rate at Everett was 78%, at Sexton 69%.
Both Eastern and Sexton have been identified as needing additional state support in recent years.
State Superintendent Brian Whiston has said the new rating system improves on the prior top-to-bottom model by making it easier for parents to understand how their child’s school compares to others, according to MDE spokesman Bill DiSessa.
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Williamston High School – 99.08
Okemos High School – 95.74
Haslett High School – 95.69
East Lansing High School – 88.19
Mason High School 87.73
Leslie High School – 80.80
Stockbridge Jr./ Sr. High School – 80.22
Dansville High School – 76.58
Holt Senior High School – 69.49
Waverly Senior High School – 64.82
Webberville High School 64.77
Everett High School – 53.71
Eastern High School – 36.16
Sexton High School – 31.01


The scoring system takes into consideration student proficiency on state exams, graduation rates and factors such as the availability of art, music and physical education programs. Improvement on state exams is the most heavily weighted factor, counting for 34% of the total score.

 “We know as a system we’re doing incredible things with getting kids to proficiency,” Adam Spina, Williamston Community Schools’ superintendent, said. “We know the academics are there, but the thing I’m most proud of is how well rounded the school district is.”

Schools that score below 30.64 are targeted for additional resources from the state. No traditional high schools in the Lansing region scored below that threshold, though some credit catch-up programs did.
