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CLUBS AND MEETINGS
Association of Catholic Women
monthly luncheon, St. Mary Parish
Hall, Seton Hall, 219 Seymour Ave.,
Lansing, noon Dec. 10. There will be
entertainment provided by the Musical
Angels, food, door prizes and more.
Info: 627-5370. Cost: $14 for meal.

CONCERTS
Laingsburg Community Singers:
“Christmas is Here,” Asbury United
Methodist Church, 2200 Lake Lansing
Road, Lansing, 4 p.m. Dec. 4. Refresh-
ments will follow. Info: 484-5794. Free
admission.

Laingsburg Community Singers
concert: “Christmas is Here! 40th
Anniversary,” St. Isidore Catholic
Church, 310 Crum St., Laingsburg, 7 p.m.
Dec. 10 and 4 p.m. Dec. 11. Info: 651-
5937. Free.

LMM December Luncheon, Plymouth
Congregational Christian Church sanc-
tuary, 2001 E. Grand River Ave., Lansing,
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Dec. 7. Lansing Matinee
Musicale hosts its December recital and
following luncheon with guests Marissa
Olin, flute; Loretta Cetkovic, piano; and
the LMM Choral Ensemble. Perfor-
mance is free to attend; call to reserve
luncheon. Info: 331-0439, www.lansing-

matineemusicale.org. Free.

Mason Orchestral Society, St. James
Catholic Church, 1010 S. Lansing St.,
Mason, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 9. Guest violin
soloist Oleg Bezuglov performs with the
Mason Symphony Orchestra conducted
by Suren Petrosyan. Tax-deductible
donations appreciated. Info: 676-9111,
www.masonorchestras.org. Free.

The Second Twenty-Four Days of
Christmas, Central United Methodist
Church, 215 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing, 4
p.m. Dec. 11. Performed by Ron di
Salvio, piano. Info: 485-9477.

FOOD AND DRINK
Free Breakfast, Shepardsville United
Methodist Church, Winfield Cafe, 6990
Winfield Road, Ovid, 7-10 a.m. Dec. 9.
Open 7-10 a.m. Fridays, while Ovid-Elsie
High School is in session. Info: (989)
862-4881. Free.

Free meal, St. Casimir Holy Family
Center, 800 W. Barnes Ave., Lansing, 2-3
p.m. Dec. 11. Held second Sunday of
every month. Info: 482-7968. Free.

Southside Community Kitchen, St.
Casimir Holy Family Center, 800 W.
Barnes Ave., Lansing, 11:30 a.m.-12:15
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. Info:
482-7968, www.southsidecommun-
itykitchen.org.

HOLIDAY
Live Nativity, Memorial Lutheran
Church, 1022 W. Grand River Ave.,
Williamston, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Dec. 10.
Walk or drive through and see the town
of Bethlehem. Info: 655-2294.

Mid-day Christmas music and cook-
ie event, Central United Methodist
Church, 215 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing,
noon-1 p.m. Dec. 8. Enjoy the Christmas
decorations in the sanctuary with
Christmas music, cookies, coffee and
tea. Info: 485-9477.

LITERARY
Book signing: Laurie Stillwell Yost,
Biggby Coffee, 725 W. Grand River Ave.,
Williamston, 9 a.m.-noon Dec. 3. The
1985 Williamston High School graduate
will sign copies of her religious humor
book “Stumbling Along: One Woman’s
Journey of Falling Into Embarrassing
and Hilarious Moments.” 

MUSIC
Lange Choral Ensemble: “Venite,
adoremus, Dominum,” St. Paul
Episcopal Church, 218 W. Ottawa St.,
Lansing, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 4. Program
includes works by Gorecki, Vittoria,
Paulus, Memley, Forrest, Bednall and
Chilcott. Info: 349-2567. Cost: $10, $8

students and seniors.

PERFORMANCES
Amahl and the Night Visitors, Uni-
versity United Methodist Church, 1120 S.
Harrison Road, East Lansing, 10:30 a.m.
Dec. 4. This one-act opera will be per-
formed during the 10:30 a.m. worship
service. Info: 694-0970. Free.

Christmas Musical: “Back to the
Manger,” United Church of Ovid, 131
W. Front St., Ovid, 6 p.m. Dec. 4. Info:
(989) 834-5958.

SHOWS AND SALES
All Saints Alternative Christmas
Mart, All Saints Episcopal Church, 800
Abbot Road, East Lansing, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Dec. 3. Sale to support Fair Trade Ven-
dors and local artists and charities. Soup
luncheon and bake sale will be avail-
able. Info: 927-7435.

Christmas Cookie Walk, Shaftsburg
United Methodist Church, 12821 Warner
Road, Shaftsburg, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Dec. 10.
A variety of cookies and candles. 

Christmas Cookie Walk and Candy
Too, Webberville United Methodist
Church, 4215 E. Holt Road, Webberville,
8:30-10:30 a.m. Dec. 10. Hosted by the
Webberville United Methodist Women.
Info: 521-3631.

Handcrafted Holiday Sale, Unitarian
Universalist Church of Greater Lansing,
5509 S. Pennsylvania, Lansing, 9 a.m.-4
p.m. Dec. 10. Featuring arts, crafts and
cookies. There is still space for vendors.
Info: (989) 312-3524.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Cookie Walk, St. Andrew Orthodox
Church, church hall, 1222 Greencrest
Ave., East Lansing, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Dec.
10. Holiday cookies from all over the
world. Baklava, Anise cookies, sugar
cookies, nut rolls and more. Info: 351-
4627, www.standreworthodoxchur-
ch.us.

Euchre Nights, Dansville Community
Center, 1317 Mason St., Dansville, 7 p.m.
Dec. 3. Prizes for high score, low score
and most lone hands will be awarded.
Beginners welcome. Info: 851-7853.
Cost: $5 donation.

SPECIAL SERVICES
Music Sunday: “A Festival of Con-
temporary Carols,” The Peoples
Church, 200 W. Grand River Ave., East
Lansing, 10:30 a.m. Dec. 4. Info: 332-
5073, ThePeoplesChurch.com. Free.

RELIGION BULLETIN

The Williamston Theater
wanted to lighten things up for
the Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas holidays this year. Larry
Shue’s raucous, slapstick com-
edy “The Nerd” is filling the
bill.

Directed by Williamston’s
Executive Director, John Le-
pard, “The Nerd” features
masters level theater students
from the Michigan State Uni-
versity in major roles, this
production marking the thea-
ter’s 10th collaboration with
MSU.

This rollicking comedy is all
about Wil Cubbert (Greg Hunt-
er) a young architect with a
bright future, but is stagnant
and can’t seem to make impor-
tant decisions about his love
life or his career. Kristy Allen
plays Tansy McGinnis, his
girlfriend.

We meet various characters
that complete the comedy
set-up for the show. Blake
Bowen gets the most laughs as
Wil’s friend Axel Hammond, a
man with strong and humorous
opinions who is a theater critic

(certainly a very questionable
profession).

The set, designed by Bar-
tley H. Bauer, looks like an
actual living room with book-
shelves, doors and personal
items.

Next up is Wil’s architectur-
al client, Warnock Waldgrave
(Alex Leydenfrost) along with

this wife Cielia (Anne Miran-
da) and the enthusiastic young
(Okemos middle schooler)
actor Desten Knox, as their
son, Thor.

This opening section of the
play drags a bit, lacking the
punch that a good comedy
should have. Leydenfrost plays
a good, exasperated business-

man, and young Knox gives his
few scenes enough energy to
illuminate all of downtown
Williamston. 

Things perk up when Eric
Eilersen appears as the nerd
himself, Rick Steadman. He is
an aggravating, obnoxious
character who turns everyone
off. For years, Wil has been

regaling his friends with sto-
ries of how Steadman saved his
life in Viet Nam, but the insuf-
ferable guy who turned up was
not what they expected. And
the laughs begin.

As the play continues and
the action becomes over-the-
top crazy, the audience finally
becomes engaged and respon-
ds with laughter. But too many
of the jokes fall flat, and the
actor’s faces do not show
enough expression, proving
how difficult it is to execute
good comedy on a live stage. 

Timing, expression, vocal
nuance, and physical move-
ment, layered on a tight script
create infectious laughter
from an audience. Too many of
these elements were missing
to make “The Nerd” crackle.
Most of the cast lacked the
experience to make the lines
snap with confidence.

But “The Nerd” is a classic
comedy and many people will
find it very funny. The stage is
filled with lots of action and
goofy gags which can make the
play entertaining, despite the
imperfections.

REVIEW

Despite its flaws, ‘The Nerd’ gets laughs
KEN GLICKMAN
FOR THE LANSING STATE JOURNAL
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The cast of “The Nerd” now playing at the Williamston Theatre, from left, Alex Leydenfrost, Greg Hunter, Desten
Knox, Eric Eilersen, Blake Bowen, Anne Miranda and Kristy Allen.

The CMS was created when
New York’s Lincoln Center for
Performing Arts was being
built. Along with ballet, sym-
phonic music and opera, it was
decided that chamber music
should also be a part of the
center. In 1969, Alice Tully Hall
was built and the Chamber
Music Society had its first
concert.

Over the years, America’s
greatest chamber musicians
have played there with the
CMS, coming and going as the
needs of the music prescribed.
Today the CMS performs four
sets of concerts in New York
annually and present about 70
more on tour.

Violinist Phillips has been
playing the Bach concertos
with the CMS for about 25
years. “My father was in the
Pittsburgh Symphony, and
each Saturday the house was
filled musicians playing cham-
ber music. He loved playing.
He always told me that playing
in a string quartet was highest
thing I can aspire to.”

So, Phillips has followed his
father’s inspiration, although
he was trained to be a soloist.
The Juilliard graduate is very
busy. In addition to the CMS,
he performs with the Orion
String Quartet, teaches at four
New York music schools and
performs various solo and
chamber recitals.

“I created my music career
by stitching many things to-
gether,” he said.

Multi-talented musicians
No one conducts the CMS,

and the musicians have no
titles. “We sort of rotate
around. Each person gets a
chance to be a soloist or en-
semble player,” said Phillips.
Phillips will be playing piccolo
violin, regular violin and viola

in the Wharton performance. 
Does the violinist tire of

playing the same concertos
each year for 25 years? “I find
the music a joyous experience.
... It never gets old. Can you
ever get tired of seeing a beau-
tiful sunset? The music is ba-
sically truthful - and festive.” 

Through recordings and
orchestral concerts, classic
music lovers are used to hear-
ing the Brandenburgs in a full
orchestral format, with 30-50
players. This will be a true
chamber performance, like in
Bach’s time. 

Phillips said, “Because
we’re a chamber group, every-
one gets to pipe up and make
comments during rehearsals. I
have been playing the Bach for
25 years, but I’m the only one
with that experience. Each
year we have new people join
the group. And each new per-
son brings new ideas. Each
year the music changes quite a
bit. It has a different chem-
istry, a different feel. And
everybody is fully engaged.
It’s entertaining to be in the
group and see how it all hap-
pens.

Each concerto uses a differ-
ent group of instruments
(based on whichever musicians
were hanging around the cas-
tle where Bach worked) and
presents a different spirit and
personality. There will be a
total of 20 musicians on this
concert.

Music
Continued from Page 1D

COURTESY OF WHARTON CENTER

Chamber Music Society of Lincoln
Center plays the Wharton Center.

possibly losing the relation-
ship, such as financial insta-
bility, impact on children, or
change in social status or
network,” Marter says.
“Some people look at all they
have invested in their rela-
tionship, such as time, money,
creating a home, family and
social network. Some people
have cultural or religious
beliefs that motivate them to
stay in the marriage.”

“Even though, initially, you
may feel like getting out,
after time passes and there’s
space for reflection, people
often change their minds and
want to work on it,” adds
Anne Malec, a licensed clin-
ical psychologist and the
founder of Chicago-based
Symmetry Counseling.

The partner who was
cheated on may also look
beyond the personal impact
when deciding whether to end
a relationship.

“If my partner betrays me
because my partner does not
love me enough or does not
care about me and the family,
that’s pretty hard to get over,”
Karney says. “If my partner
betrays me because my part-
ner has an illness or an addic-
tion, then you may be able to
look beyond that.”

Relationship experts say
that, for couples to stay to-
gether, both parties have to
put in effort, and the partner
who cheated has to do what it
takes to be trusted again.

“It takes a lot of conversa-
tion,” Malec says. “It’s hard
because, for the hurt partner,
they are often devastated
because the person they
thought was always on their
side, they feel betrayed. It
takes transparency. It takes
the unfaithful partner’s will-
ingness to answer a lot of
questions. Sometimes the
same questions over and
over.”

“The unfaithful partner
must demonstrate actions
that (they) can be trusted,

come the de facto poster boy
for cheating in the digital age,
knows all too well.

Weiner repeatedly used
social media, including Face-
book and Twitter, to engage in
affairs, getting caught in 2011,
2013 and again this year. The
first time cost him his seat in
Congress. The second cost
him any chance he had of
becoming the mayor of New
York and any chance of re-
claiming his once promising
political career, period. The
most recent time cost him his
marriage to Huma Abedin.

“The negative costs of
being caught, again, for An-
thony Weiner, were high and
very humiliating,” Karney
says. “For him to engage in
this behavior suggests that he
feels unable to stop.”

Why they cheat? 
So why would someone

whose spouse has cheated, on
multiple occasions, stay in the
marriage?

Relationship experts say
there are a number of rea-
sons.

“The history and bond
built between couples doesn’t
just go away when a partner
cheats,” says Tyler Fortman,
a licensed clinical psycholo-
gist with Chicago-based rela-
tionship counseling provider
Couples Counseling Chicago.
“Most of the time, it’s that
loving bond, and either con-
tinued love or hope that love
will be rekindled, that keeps
relationships together.”

But marriages are about
more than just loving each
other, experts say, and love
isn’t the only reason people
stay with a partner who has
been unfaithful.

“Some people are afraid of
negative consequences of

over and over again,” Fort-
man adds. “The cheating
partner must also work to
demonstrate their under-
standing of the harm that
they caused the relationship
and their partner. Both part-
ners must choose to forgive
— either the other and/or
themselves.”

Providing an outlet 
There haven’t been any

studies directly linking in-
creased usage of social media
sites like Facebook and Twit-
ter to an increased likelihood
to cheat. That being said,
experts say social media
could lead to marital erosion,
and not just because it pro-
vides an outlet where part-
ners could kindle a flame
outside of the marriage.

“Social media has added
tremendous pressure in rela-
tionships,” says Mikki Meyer,
a New York-based licensed
marriage and family thera-
pist. “Friendships are judged
by the actions which are dis-
played on the Internet, and
information allows strangers
to impose their views about
what might be going on. No
one really knows what hap-
pens behind closed doors, and
information is often skewed
depending upon the source or
their perception and judg-
ment.”

What’s displayed on the
Internet isn’t always reality,
which is why couples
shouldn’t necessarily bench-
mark themselves against the
happy images portrayed by
their friends and family on-
line.

“People can look on Face-
book and compare their own
marriage negatively to the
marriages they see on Face-
book because people only
post the good stuff on Face-
book,” Malec says. “Some-
times, people just assume
that everyone else’s marriage
is much better than their
own.”

Social
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