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“The Best Brothers’ pairs longtime theater buddies

By Bridgette Redman
For the Lansing State Joumnal

go from best friends to

best brothers, at least, not
if you spend your life in the
theater.

Within the walls of William-
ston Theatre, John Lepard and
Tony Caselli have built a thea-
ter with Chris Purchis and
Emily Sutton-Smith over the
past nine years. Now in 2015,
they're appearing on stage

I t's not that big of aleap to

together at that theater in the
title roles of “Best Brothers.”

Opening in previews this
week, “Best Brothers”isa
two-person show relating how
two very different brothers
deal with their mother’s funer-
al —and try to figure out how
they could have possibly come
from the same parents.

“It’s really funny and people
will really ognnect toit, too,”
Director Lynn Lammers said
of the play. “It's about this
sibling relationship. We don’t
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John Lepard

choose our family and a lot of
us find ourselves with a sibling
who has the same biological
parents as us, but is just noth-
ing like us. It has to do with
that special relationship.”

Lammers said it has been a
joy to direct the two friends
and Williamston Theatre part-
ners. Rehearsals have been
filled with giggles and touch-
ing moments.

“It’s great,” she said. “They
have a ton of chemistry and
affection for each other.
They're a little like brothers in
real life. They work to%:ﬂ]er
and they have a very playful
relationship and also a lot of
respect for each other. All of
that comes through in their

performances.”

She also said that while it
could have been intimidating
directing such veteran actors
with a long history together,
rhaut] they've been easy to work

“There were no barriers to
get through,” Lammers said.
“They have really given them-
selves over to
and they have a huge amount
of respect for the process and

direction,
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protocols and how this
whole thing we call thea-
ter works. They adhere

really love about this
play is how theatrical it
is,” Lammers said.
“There is a surrealness,
an other-worldliness.
We're dealing with the
death of a parent, and
there is an element of

to that really well.” kind of existing at a dif-
Written by Canadian ferent plane. Tony and
playwright Daniel MacI-  John each play a second
vor, the play brings Kyle  character that kind of
and Hamilton Best to- takes this play into an
gether after their mother after-life kind of space.

dies in a freak accident
at a gay pride parade.
They argue over every-

This play floats in time
and space. I love that
about it — the trans-

thing, perhaps revealing  formation.”
why mom may have Lammers said one
loved the dog the mostof  brother has his life to-

the three of them. But
the play isn't linear in
nature or steeped too
deeply in realism.
“The other thing I

gether ina very tradi-
tional way and perceives
the other brother as be-
ing a mess and not meet-
ing social expectations.

“What we discover is
that the other brother
maybe isn't as much of a
mess as we thought,”
Lammers said. “It's real-
ly about acceptance and
love and that differences
among us don't mean we
can't find a way to come
together and love and
respect each other.”

Lepard plays Hamil-
ton, the brother who has
it together. Lammers said
Lepard is very much a
straight man in this show.

“I think John's ability
tobe really subtle but
impactful of reactions to
what Kyle is doing really
packs a wallop,” Lam-
mers said. “John knows
how to very subtle, not in
ahammy, but in a true,
honest way to react to

what is going on and
double the laughs of
whatever Kyle just did.
Kyle is doing something
silly and ridiculous and
with Hamilton’s reaction
to it, what John brings is
just gorgeous.”

Caselli plays the
cheerful Kyle, and Lam-
mers said Caselli’s ener-
gy is incredible. Anyone
watching the rehearsal,
she said, would not be-
lieve he was in a coma
just a year ago.

“The man has more
energy than everyone
else in the rehearsal
room put together,” Lam-
mers said. “Kyle has this
buoyancy, this cheerful-
ness to his life and Tony
has no trouble at all be-
ing high energy and

bouncy. There is definite-
ly that physicality in his
performance.”

It is in part because of
Caselli’'s recovery that
the rehearsal process has
been such a touching one
for the artists involved.

“This feels really
special,” Lammers said.
“We are seeing Tony
come back after a really
serious illness — and he
is in full force. He is just
unbelievably, belly-laugh
funny. It is also really
special after nine years
of running a theater to-
gether to see the two of
them on stage and how
much real love, respect
and affection there is
between the two of
them.”

It has been, she said, a

IFYOU GO

» What: “The Best Brothers”
by Daniel Machvor

» Where: Williamston Thea-
tre, 122 5. Putnam 5t., Wil-
liamston

» When: 8 p.m. Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays, 3 p.m.
Saturdays (starting Feb. 7)
and 2 p.m. Sundays, Jan. 29
through March 1

» Prices: $15-$27, student
tickets $10, seniors and mil-
itary get $2 off regular pric-
ing.

» Contact: 1-317-635-7469 or
www.williamstontheatre.com

very special process.

“And a special process
makes for a special
show.”



