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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.

— First Amendment to the U.S. ConstitutionOPINION5E
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Michigan courts will be left to sort out the
complex complaints regarding charita-
ble gaming and Michigan’s efforts to

rein in what state regulators call a “wild West”
of loose practices.

And that’s a shame. It’s unfortunate that cool-
er heads could not have found a way to reach
accord on the issue sooner.

Poker sponsored by charities was authorized
in 2004 and skyrocketed in popularity. That cre-
ated an industry of support firms that set up and
run games for charities that range from the Ki-
wanis and Lions to Knights of Columbus.

The Detroit Free Press reported in 2009 that
number of “millionaire” licenses had jumped to
9,000 that year, up from 600-plus in 2004, fueled
by the popularity of poker games. Between 2010
and 2013, the games saw $728 million in play.
Regulators have shut down games at 23 locations
since 2010, citing violations of rules or outright
criminal activity.

Officials with charities that rely on poker
games say spending on their causes has flour-

change.
In tightening regulations through emergency

measures earlier this year, Kalm said the goal
was to prevent bad actors from abusing the sys-
tem. He’s also trying to bring reforms that would
require operators to provide charities more than
50 percent of proceeds from games. 

The charities, though, are happy with 50 per-
cent. Charities relying on telephone fundraising
often receive pennies on the dollar of what do-
nors contribute, the rest going to the telemarket-
ing contractors. That practice is perfectly legal,
as long as the charities put copies of such con-
tracts on file with the Attorney General’s Office.

Lawmakers should step in to sort this out. Sen.
Rick Jones has a bill that some consider a com-
promise, but the House has not taken it up. 

Charities are not able to run these games on
their own; they should be able to hire companies
to assist. As long as supplier contracts are filed
with the state, there should be a way to work this
out without hurting the charities.

An LSJ editorial

ished, fueled by gambling revenue that far sur-
passes what they can raise by candy sales, pan-
cake suppers or other means. 

State regulators, though, show an alarming
degree of high-handedness, when comparing
members of charitable clubs who hire suppliers
to operate their games to “a dope addict.” Rick
Kalm, executive director of the Michigan Gam-
ing Control Board, is quoted in today’s report on
charitable gaming: “You become addicted to the
revenue flow and the way you’ve done things.”
Kalm went on to accuse charities of “sucking at
the trough for so long” that they are unwilling to

Lawmakers should act
to assist charities

OUR POINT IS...
Lawmakers must intervene to help charities continue

poker fundraisers.

Find better fix for charitable gaming

excellent judge: fairness, integrity, compe-
tence and experience. 

A vote for Mike Clarizio is a vote for sound
judicial leadership. I concur with Judge Rich-
ard Wells that Mike Clarizio is the candidate
best suited to take his place on the bench. 

I encourage your vote for Mike Clarizio in
the November election. 

Judge Marvin Robertson (retired) 
St. Johns

Keep Rep. Theresa Abed on the job
Whatever your political persuasion, you

must have noticed how hard 71st District state
Rep. Theresa Abed works for her constituents.
The day after she was elected, she began
scheduling coffee hours around the district,
followed by forums on senior, education and
veterans issues. She listens, she cares, she
follows through. 

Most of our issues are not partisan. Ad-
vocating for good education, seeing that sen-
iors are protected and veterans are respected
and taken care of, those are all things that we
have come to expect from Rep. Abed in Lan-
sing. 

Let's keep Theresa Abed working for us in
Eaton County! 

Jacquelyn Tennis 
Olivet

Attacks on Obama are appalling

For people like Van Goor (Letters, Sept. 18),
writing such negativity in public about our
president of the United States is absolutely
sickening to read. 

You wanted him to stop blaming President
George W. Bush, he did, even though Bush was
the worst president ever. You and the Repub-
licans continue to bash this man and think
nothing of it. The harsh words spoken against
this man are appalling! If you took the time to
read about him, you would find he is one of the
smartest men walking on this U.S. soil! 

S. Henderson 
Lansing

Snyder was unfair to seniors, kids
Gov. Rick Snyder gave a corporation provid-

ing food to Michigan prisons a pass when its
employees smuggled drugs to prisoners,
served food with maggots and had sex with
inmates. Now, we find they were given a pass
on the original fine of $98,000. He is giving a
pass to his top aide who didn’t pay taxes on his
half-million dollar home and is a registered
voter in Illinois and Michigan. Snyder has no
problem taxing seniors or cutting $1 billion
from our kids’ schools. His political cronies
and corporations can break the rules. Seniors
and school kids pay. That’s not fair. 

Alex Presley 
Mason

Why doesn’t U.S. act against Pakistan?
The proposed assault on Islamic State, or

ISIS, for the barbarous beheadings of report-
ers begs the question why Pakistan — which
killed Daniel Pearl, continues to kill apostates,
is the training ground for Islamic terrorists
and gave safe haven and harbored Osama 
bin Laden — gets a pass from the current 
administration. 

J. Rajan 
Okemos

Elect Clarizio to Clinton County court
For the upcoming election for judge of Clin-

ton County’s District Court, I wholeheartedly
endorse Michael Clarizio. 

I have known Mike personally and profes-
sionally since he began as a trial attorney
years ago in the office of our prosecutor. Mike
possesses those qualities which make for an

YOUR OPINIONS

It’s been a miserable
month for traffic fatalities. 

There have been at least
seven deaths on mid-Michi-
gan roads in September.

We’ve consistently re-
ported on each incident,
from U.S. 127 to M-52 to the
rural roads of mid-Michi-
gan.

As a newsroom, we start
asking ourselves: Is there a
larger trend we’re overlook-
ing? Or does each of these
accidents have its own
unique circumstances.

We don’t yet know the
answer. 

But there is one thing I
know: Each incident stands
on its own, with its own
victim and own grieving
family.

Remember the victims
In our haste to lump them

together in search of a
broader problem, I’m com-
pelled to view them sep-
arately. Here’s why:

On Sept. 2, Jill Byelich, a
mother of two young boys,
was riding her bicycle on
Howe Road in rural DeWitt
when she was struck and
killed by a 23-year-old dis-
tracted driver. The driver
since has been charged. 

I’m an avid cyclist. I’m
also the mother of two twen-
tysomethings who I fear
might be distracted drivers
at times.

On Sept. 2, 18-year-old
Paige Cords died in an acci-
dent in rural Eaton County,
when the car she was riding
in struck a tree. Two other
young adults (20 and 18)
were seriously injured.

When I hear such news,
I’m afraid to learn the vic-
tims’ names, for fear I may
know who they are. That’s
what happens when their
ages correlate with your
children’s ages.

On Sept. 18, Nicole Ann
Merschel, 18, was driving the
wrong way on U.S. 127 at
1:50 a.m., which resulted in a
head-on collision with a
cargo van that killed her.
Her 22-year-old passenger,
Jessi Christyne Nunn of
Texas, who had ties to Ma-
son, died the following day
from her injuries. The driver
of the van also was injured.

My husband always says
nothing good happens after

midnight. Yet my kids try to
reassure me about how safe
they are when they stay out
late. I remind them they
aren’t the only drivers on the
road.

On Sept. 19, Tina Kling 
of Lansing was killed in a
rollover accident on Inter-
state 96 near the U.S. 127
interchange. Police say she
lost control of her sport-util-
ity vehicle around 2:40 p.m.
and ended up in the a ditch
south of the interstate.

That’s a notorious danger-
ous stretch of highway. Ev-
ery time something happens
there, the reaction is the
same. “They really need to
do something about the
stretch.” 

On Sept. 23, 54-year-old
Gary Alexander was killed
on M-52 in Ingham County
when another driver, at-
tempting to pass the car in
front of him, struck Alexan-
der’s car head-on. It hap-
pened about 6:30 a.m. The
driver who attempted to pass
suffered non life-threatening
injuries and could face
charges in the incident.

I drive that road some
mornings when I travel from
my home in Haslett to De-
troit. It makes me think that
what likely started out as a
routine day for both of these
drivers ended in tragedy. 

On Sept. 25, 65-year-old
Fredrick Fortino of Lansing
was killed about 3:40 p.m.
when his motorcycle collided
with an SUV on North Grand
River Avenue in Lansing.

In the middle of the after-
noon? In perfect weather
conditions? How and why 
do these accidents keep 
happening?

Let’s cause change
There is danger is becom-

ing calloused to these devas-
tating stories. 

There has to be something
we can do to stem the tide,
right? 

We can be more diligent.
We can put our phones away.
We can slow down.

Just as important, we can
(and should) remember ev-
ery accident, the faces of the
victims and the families that
are left to pick up the pieces.

Don’t let flurry
blunt senses

Fatal accidents
rattle this driver
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