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Lansing
» Cochran, Bob, 75, of

Lansing, retired aero-
space engineer and old
house craftsman, died
Thursday. Memorial
services 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
July 27 at 403 N. Syca-
more St., Lansing. 
Arrangements by 
Gorsline Runciman
Funeral Homes, Lan-
sing Chapel.

» Weekly-Crump, Jean
E., 65, of Lansing, died
Sunday. Services 1 p.m.
today at Solid Rock
Baptist Church. Ar-
rangements by Swan-
son Funeral Home,
Flint.

Charlotte
» Jarabek, Henry, 91, of

Charlotte, teacher, died
Thursday. Visitation
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. and
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday
at Pray Funeral Home,
Charlotte.

» Kimmel, Carolyn
“Lynne,” 72, of Char-
lotte, died Friday. Visi-
tation 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday at Burkhead-
Green Funeral Home,
Charlotte.

Grand Ledge
» Anderson, Ruth E., 101,

of Grand Ledge, died
Wednesday. Services
2 p.m. today at Estes-
Leadley Funeral
Homes, Greater Lan-
sing Chapel.

Mason
» Slusser, Claude E., 78,

of Mason, retired car-
penter, died Thursday.
Memorial services

1 p.m. Wednesday at
Mason First Church of
the Nazarene. Arrange-
ments by Gorsline 
Runciman Funeral
Homes, Ball Dunn Cha-
pel, Mason.

Deaths

SATURDAY, 
JULY 19
AUTO EVENTS
Fifth Annual St. John Church
Car Show, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
July 19. St. John The Baptist
Catholic Church, 2099 N. Hack-
er Road, Howell. First- and
second-place awards will be
presented in these categories:
1900-1959, 1960-1969, 1970-
1987, 1988-1999, 2000-2014;
Best Corvette, Best Rat Ride
and Best in Show. Info: 546-
7200. Cost: $20 for show car
entrants, $2 for parking.

EXHIBITS
Reception for July Artist of
the Month, 2-4 p.m. July 19.
Ledge Craft Lane, 120 S. Bridge
St., Grand Ledge. For Young-
Shill Roberts. Info: 627-9843.

NATURE
Animal songs and sounds
campfire program, 7 p.m. 
July 19. Harris Nature Center,
3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos.
Learn about the songs, chirps
and clicks of nature and the
animals that make them. Info:
349-3866, www.facebook.com/
HarrisNatureCenter. Cost: $3
per person, $7 per family.

SPECIAL EVENTS
33rd Annual Giant Scale
Radio Controlled Airplane
Show, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. July 19.
CARDS Field, 8328 Otto Road,
Grand Ledge. Top pilots from
throughout the Midwest will
perform skilled aerobatics. Rain
date: July 22. Info: 242-4519.
Cost: Donation at the gate.

EVENTS

CALENDAR

Mildred M. Aldrich 
July 31, 1921-July 17, 2014
Mildred Aldrich, 92, of Mt. Pleasant and 

formerly of Lansing passed away Thursday, 
July 17, at the Isabella County Medical Care
Facility.

Mildred resided at Rosebush Manor
where she made many wonderful friends.
The family is grateful for the wonderful 

care that was given to her by the staff of Rosebush Manor.
Cremation has taken place and a funeral Mass for Mil-

dred will be held at 12 p.m. Wednesday, July 23, at Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church (302 S. Kinney, Mt. Pleasant) 
with Father Thomas Held presiding.  The family will receive 
friends at the church from 10 a.m. until the Mass begins.  In-
terment of her ashes will be in St. Joseph Cemetery in Lan-
sing at a later date.

Mildred was born July 31, 1921, in Beal City, daughter of the
late Urban J. and Mary (Simmer) Sebenick.  She graduated
from Resurrection High School in Lansing.  After raising her 
children she worked 13 years for the State of Michigan in the 
Department of Health and Human Services.  She was a mem-
ber of Sacred Heart Parish in Mt. Pleasant and former mem-
ber of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Lansing.

She is survived by five children, Jerry (Kathy) Aldrich of
Bath, Jim (Linda) Aldrich of Lansing, Jeff (Vickie) Aldrich of
Charlotte, Maryann (Randy) Gallagher of Mt. Pleasant, and 
Rick (Lanya) Aldrich of Potterville; 10 grandchildren, Kevin, 
Jennifer (Yamil), Darcie, Tom, Tim (Lyndsey), Lesli, Amy, 
Bethany (Robert), Breana, and Crystal; six great-grandchil-
dren, Mason, Khalil, Kaden, Grace, Avery and Jayden; one
great-great-granddaughter, Alivia; sister, Barbara Kribs of
Lansing; and brother, Robert (Barb) Sebenick of South Caro-
lina.

She was preceded in death by three sisters, Viola Baird, 
Dorothy Tooley, and Agnes McManus; and one brother, Wil-
liam Sebenick.

Memorial contributions may be made to Alzheimer’s As-
sociation or the Mt. Pleasant Soup Kitchen.  Envelopes are 
available at Lux Funeral Home of Mt. Pleasant.

To sign the online guest book or leave a message for the
family please visit www.luxfh.com

Mrs. Margaret Lucy Roraback, 90, of Haslett, Michigan
passed away Tuesday, July 15, 2014. She was born January 15, 
1924 in Schenectady, New York.

A Funeral Mass will be celebrated on July 21, 10:00 a.m. 
at St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 955 Alton Rd, East Lan-
sing, with the Rev. Dan Westerman, officiating.  The Rite of
Committal will be held at St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery, Lan-
sing.  The family will receive friends on Sunday at Gorsline
Runciman Funeral Homes, 1730 E. Grand River Ave., East 
Lansing, from 2-4 and 6-8, where a Rosary will be prayed at
7 p.m.   The family will also receive friends at the church on 
Monday one hour prior to the service. 

Expressions of sympathy in her memory may be made
to The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (www.lls.org/) and
Ele’s Place (www.elesplace.org/).   On line condolences may 
be shared with the family at www.greastlansing.com.

Margaret Lucy Roraback
Haslett

Martha Jane Andrews, age 52 years of Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, formerly of Niles, Michigan, died on Tuesday, July 
8, 2014.

 Surviving family includes Martha’s mother, Shirley An-
drews of Edwardsburg, MI; a brother, Mike (and Linda) An-
drews of Niles; a sister, Mary Bourgeois of Battle Creek, MI.

Services at 4:00p.m. on Saturday, July 19 at Halbritter
Funeral Home with visitation one hour prior.

Martha Jane Andrews
Colorado Springs, CO
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work to benefit the state’s
licensed casinos, indicat-
ing Gov. Rick Snyder had
chosen one form of gam-
ing over the other.

Cruce and Heather
Schuchaski, owner of Ac-
es Gaming, said the writ-
ten agreements the gam-
ing board found in viola-
tion of the Bingo Act had
been on file for years —
first at the Lottery and
then at the board after
Snyder transferred re-
sponsibility from one
agency to the other in
2012.

“We said, ‘Please re-
view these agreements
and let us know if you re-
quire any changes,’ ”
Schuchaksi said. 

She said Aces’ license
was renewed without
questions for two years
but problems emerged
when the gaming board
took over.

“We never illegally di-
verted funds,” she said.
“All of that is a lie. That’s
not how it happened. ...
They spin the story to
make us all look like crim-
inals because their ulti-
mate goal is to shut this
down.”

Aces bills itself as the
state’s largest charitable
gaming supplier and as
the operator of “profes-
sional, well structured,
Vegas-style poker fund-
raisers.”

Tripper’s Bar owner
Steve Tripp said he loses
money hosting the poker
room in his sports bar.

“I do it for the chari-
ties,” he said. “My num-

bers have always been
transparent with the
state.”

Under Michigan law,
charities can rent a 
location and hire a suppli-
er to assist in poker 
fundraisers. 

Problems occur when
the supplier and the host
location collude without
oversight, said Richard
Kalm, executive director
of the gaming board.

He said the explosion
in poker’s popularity
turned poker rooms into
de facto casinos without
the restrictions under
which state-licensed casi-
nos operate.

“You can’t have a casi-
no with no surveillance,
no audit procedures, and
no security and call it
‘charity gaming’ without
having problems,” he
said. “To date we’ve

closed 23 of these places
because of multiple fraud,
criminal violations and
falsifying state records.”

He said legal violations
occur when charities de-
fer to the owners of host
locations and to the sup-
pliers of gambling para-
phernalia to operate the
games and account for the
proceeds.

Kalm said all of 
the money from charity
poker is supposed to go 
to the state-licensed 
charities. 

From those proceeds,
the charities are allowed
to pay “necessary and rea-
sonable expenses” up to
50 percent of revenues.

Hosts locations and op-
erator-suppliers have
translated the expense
limit to, “we get half of ev-
erything” he said, “and
that’s not right.”

Tripper’s
Continued from Page 3A

By this afternoon, staff
and volunteers expect to
have erected a new
$100,000 play structure
made of plastic and metal
to take its place. 

The layout from Mir-
acle Midwest features a
main play piece 20 feet
tall, a smaller piece for
toddlers and seesaws and
teeter-totters as well.

A group of about
15 area volunteers, along
with city staff, are work-
ing on the rebuild. 

“We’re hoping this one
will last 40 years at least,”
Eaton Rapids City Man-
ager Jon Stoppels said as
large metal parts were un-
loaded and stacked at the
site earlier this week. 

The project will be
paid for with money from
the city’s existing utility

fund, usually used to 
fund water and sewer 
expenses. 

Those funds will be re-
imbursed with interest
over the next five to
10 years, through an exist-
ing parks millage of
0.8551 mills that gener-
ates $94,000 annually.

Mother of three Aman-
da Andrus, 31, of Spring-
port, was there first thing
Wednesday morning to
help with the initial work.

“My kids loved the
Playground of Dreams
and they were sad to see it
go so I figured, what bet-
ter way to give back then

to come and help rebuild
it,” said Andrus.

Andrus said her family
spent a great deal of time
at the old playground, de-
spite its age. 

“When we used to
come down here there
were a lot of people who
wrote on it. I am glad that
it’s being replaced.”

Stoppels said city offi-
cials hope to deter future
vandalism at the new
structure by keeping a
closer eye on the area. So-
lar lighting will be in-
stalled he said, along with
security cameras at the
property.

“Because this is locat-
ed where it is, the area can
actually be lit all night
long and not affect any of
the neighbors,” Stoppels
said.

“So when the police
drive through there’s no
way anybody is going 
to be out here messing
with it.”

Community volunteers, city workers and others pitch in Friday as they build a new playground area at Eaton Rapids'
Howe Field. ROD SANFORD/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

A new playground area is shown under construction at
Eaton Rapids' Howe Field .

Playground
Continued from Page 3A

Wixom boy, mother
killed in accident

BURTCHVILLE TWP. —
Authorities said a 15-
year-old driver and his
mother died following a
crash involving a tanker
truck hauling milk in 
St. Clair County. 

The sheriff’s depart-
ment said Jarrod Robert
Smith, who had a learn-
er’s permit, was driving
an SUV around 3:30 p.m.
Thursday in Burtchville
Township when he
stopped at an intersec-
tion and turned left into
the path of the semi. 

The department said
the Wixom boy and 52-
year-old Karen Kay
Smith died. 

The boy’s 21-year-old
sister, Kaitlyn Smith, was
in the back seat and was
taken to a hospital, where
she was treated for mi-
nor injuries and released.
The truck driver was

identified as a 72-year-
old from Almont. 

The department 
said he refused medical
treatment. 

The department said
the Smiths were heading
to Lakeport State Park to
go camping. 

County’s trash plan
draws questions

KIMBALL TWP. — 
St. Clair County officials
are fielding questions
about their plan to proc-
ess more Canadian trash
at a local landfill.

County commission-
ers earlier this month
approved a three-year
contract with Canadian
company Enertec Inc. to
bring more trash to the
Smiths Creek Sanitary
Landfill. The Times Her-
ald of Port Huron report-
ed that a Greenwood
Township supervisor
expressed concerns
about revenue from the
agreement at a Thursday

Board of Commissioners
meeting.

The board chairman
says he’s considering
holding a public meeting
to address residents’
concerns. He said he will
invite officials to visit
the landfill.

County officials say
the deal will create a 
20 percent increase in
trash, which will boost
revenue. 

The county spends
$2.5 million to $3 million
to operate the landfill
annually. It generates
about $2.3 million a year.

Girl dies in crash 
of off-road vehicle

GAINES TWP. — A 10-
year-old girl died after an
off-road vehicle crashed
and rolled in western
Michigan.

The Kent County sher-
iff’s department de-
scribed it as a golf cart-
style vehicle. The girl
and a 6-year-old boy were

riding the vehicle Friday
on a private driveway in
Gaines Township, south
of Grand Rapids.

The boy was taken to a
Grand Rapids hospital.
No names were released.

Panel to pick grower
for White House tree

ALLEGAN — Tree grow-
ers from across the coun-
try will meet in south-
western Michigan next
week to decide who will
provide the White House
with this year’s Christ-
mas tree.

Winners of state and
regional competitions
will bring their trees to
Peterson’s Riverview
Nursery in Allegan to be
judged next Friday and
Saturday. 

The grower of the
chosen tree will provide
another tree from his or
her farm for display in
the White House’s Blue
Room. 

— From wire reports
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