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Homes evacuated after
crash causes gas leak

A 19-year-old driver was
cited after crashing an SUV
into a home, causing a gas leak
and the evacuation of homes in
a Lansing neighborhood, police
said. 

The Lansing resident was
ticketed for careless driving in
the accident, which happened
early Friday, Lansing police
Public Information Officer
Robert Merritt said. 

The Chevrolet Tahoe the
man was driving struck a
house in the 500 block of Doris
Street and detached the gas
meter from the home, which
caused a gas leak, Merritt and
Lansing fire Capt. Maggie
Murphy said. The SUV caught
fire. 

No one was injured. The
house that was struck had
smoke, fire and water damage,
Murphy said. 

Alcohol was not involved,
Merritt said. Four other teens
were in the vehicle at the time
of the accident. 

Firefighters extinguished
the vehicle fire and evacuated
residents of the house and
several neighboring homes
because of the gas leak, Mur-
phy said. Jackson-based Con-
sumers Energy crews stopped
the natural gas leak and the
Lansing Board of Water &
Light also turned off power to
the affected house. 

Eaton Rapids day care
may reopen on Monday

EATON RAPIDS — A day care
center temporarily closed by
the state after an incident in
June will be allowed to reopen
while officials decide whether
to revoke the owner’s license. 

Ingham County Circuit
Judge Clinton Canady III on
Friday granted an injunction to
Tina Hause, owner of Tina’s
Tiny Tots. Canady ordered the
Department of Human Ser-
vices not to enforce its summa-
ry license suspension while the
review is pending. 

“What this means is that my
client can reopen, and she is
going to do that on Monday,”
said David Kallman, an at-
torney for Hause. 

A 2-year-old girl managed to
slip away from the day care
and was found walking along
M-99. 

An administrative law judge
heard testimony earlier this
month and will issue recom-
mendations to the DHS direc-
tor. Hause went back to court
after the hearing officer said
she couldn’t lift the summary
suspension. Kallman said the
license review process could
take months. 

Eight MSU students
safely out of Israel

EAST LANSING — Michigan
State University students who
were studying abroad in Jeru-
salem all have left Israel 
after escalating violence
prompted university adminis-
trators to cancel the rest of
their trip. 

The eight students, who
were waiting Thursday for
flights, flew out of Ben Gurion
Airport in Tel Aviv, MSU
spokesman Jason Cody con-
firmed early Friday. 

Seven of the students were
flying into New York before
catching individual flights
home, said Kenneth Waltzer,
director of MSU’s Jewish Stud-
ies Program. The eighth stu-
dent was flying to Europe to
continue summer break. 

— From staff reports

IN BRIEF

The state’s largest charitable
gaming supplier systematically
and illegally diverted $1.6 mil-
lion in profits to a Lansing
sports bar, a Northville race
track and to a consulting com-
pany, the Michigan Gaming
Control Board announced

Thursday.
The bar owner, gaming sup-

plier and an ex-lawmaker who
runs the consulting company all
denied wrongdoing Friday. The
owner of the gaming supplier
said she agreed to settle with
the gaming board to avoid a
lengthy and expensive legal
battle.

As part of the settlement, the
gaming board suspended the li-
cense of Aces Gaming Supply of
Lansing for 30 days. Without
their supplier and poker room

operator, Tripper’s Bar in the
Frandor shopping center and
Northville Downs Race Track
closed the rooms for the same
period.

The ownership of Tripper’s
received approximately
$562,000 from 2008 to 2010 in vi-
olation of the state Bingo Act,
the gaming board said in a news
release issued Thursday. North-
ville Downs received $525,000
and former Sen. Doug Cruce
was paid $516,000.

Cruce, who represented the

Troy area in the Legislature and
who now lives in Williamston,
described the gaming board in-
vestigation as part of an effort
to demonize charitable gaming
and to criminalize those who op-
erate it.

“This is by and large a harm-
less operation that does have

some weak spots that could be
dealt with and fixed if they
wanted it to continue, but it is
apparent this governor and his
staff don’t want it to continue
and the question is why?” said
Cruce, who founded the Michi-
gan Charitable Gaming Associ-
ation when poker games explod-
ed across the nation several
years ago.

Cruce said restrictions
against charity poker games 

State suspends Tripper’s charity poker license
Profits from games
might be in question
By Steven R. Reed
srreed@lsj.com
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The death of a man whose body was
found behind businesses on North Larch
Street in early May has been ruled a
homicide, police say.

The Ingham County Medical Examin-
er’s Office determined that Terry Todd
Alber, 42, of Lansing died as the result of
foul play, Lansing police said.

Alber was found dead about 11 a.m.
May 4 in an area known to be used by the
homeless between businesses and the

railroad tracks.
Police and paramedics responded af-

ter someone called to report an unre-
sponsive man. 

Until now, police had classified the
case as a suspicious death.

An autopsy showed that Alber died of

blunt-force trauma to the head, Lansing
police Capt. Darin Southworth said.

“This (finding) hasn’t changed our
progress or handling of the investiga-
tion,” he said. “We’ve managed this as if
there could be foul play involved from
the beginning.”

Southworth said police have “persons
of interest” in the case but are open to
any new information. Forensic evidence
still is being processed by Michigan
State Police crime lab experts, he said.

“We’re confident in where we stand
now in being able to put some factual clo-
sure to this case,” he said.

Anyone with information can call De-
tective Mike Looney at 483-6869 or
CrimeStoppers at 483-STOP.

Lansing man’s death 
in May ruled homicide
His body was found in
area used by homeless
By Ken Palmer
kpalmer@lsj.com

TIPLINE
» On May 4, Terry Todd Alber was found
dead behind businesses in the 400 block of
North Larch Street, north of East Shiawassee
Street. His death has been ruled a homicide.
» Anyone with information can call Detec-
tive Mike Looney at 483-6869 or Crime-
Stoppers at 483-STOP.

EATON RAPIDS — On Wednesday morning the new
Playground of Dreams just off Howe Drive near the
city’s athletic fields was nothing more than parts and
pieces being unloaded from trucks.

Yellow tape on the ground mapping
out the boundaries for the new struc-
ture and a dirt base awaited city staff
and volunteers at the site where the
previous play structure had been built.

Constructed in 1997 by volunteers,
the 10,000-square-foot wooden play
piece was torn down several months
ago. Deemed unsafe earlier this year

and closed, the structure was rotting away, missing
boards and sporting damage inflicted by vandals. In
June it was demolished.

A large group of volunteers, city workers and others pitch in as Friday they build a new playground area at Eaton Rapids' Howe Field.
The playground was scheduled to be finished by this afternoon. ROD SANFORD/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

E.R. PLAYGROUND
GETS NEW LIFE

Community comes together to help
replace play area that had rotted
By Rachel Greco
rgreco@lsj.com

Brothers Xander Cornish, 6, left, and Andrew Cornish, 4,
watch as work on the playground continues.
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“We’re hoping this one 
will last 40 years at least.”
JON STOPPELS
Eaton Rapids city manager


