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Cardboard boxes sat on rows of
chairs lined up in the lobby of Lan-
sing’s Plymouth Congregational
Church on Tuesday, packed with cere-
al, eggs, butter, bread, pie and
whipped topping.

On tables nearby, turkeys, com-
plete with foil roasting pans, were
ready to go.

This year, as in others, Plymouth
volunteers packed the boxes with care
to deliver to 60 families in the area
surrounding the church at the corner
of Fairview and East Grand River
avenues.

“We want to feed 60 families for
the weekend, not just for Thanks-
giving Day,” said Betty Briggs, a long-
time church member and volunteer.

This year, as in others, volunteers
simultaneously packed Thanksgiving
boxes for 160 families as part of the
Old Town Commercial Association’s
Compassionate Feast. Others provid-
ing food for the long holiday weekend
include the NewWorld Flood organi-
zation, which helped 256 families, and
a joint effort by the Shared Preg-
nancyWomen’s Center and Daily
Apostle, which provided 115 food bas-
kets Wednesday.

But this year — despite other in-
dicators of a recovering economy—

the need for food is greater, those on
the front lines say.

“The need continues to be near
record levels, unfortunately,” said Joe
Wald, executive director of the Great-
er Lansing Food Bank, which distrib-
uted 6 million pounds of food in seven
counties last year.

He attributed part of the need to a
cutback in the food aid provided by
the federal government’s SNAP pro-
gram, commonly referred to as food
stamps. Amounts were boosted during
the depths of the economic crisis, with
a planned cutback this year that took
effect Oct. 1.

But Wald said that’s not all of it.
“Even though the economy on pa-

per is better, we’re seeing a lot of
people who are unemployed or under-
employed,” he said. “We are seeing
returning veterans who cannot get
jobs. We are seeing college graduates
who can’t get jobs. We are seeing
seniors who thought they were all set
with their pensions.”

Joan Jackson Johnson, director of
human relations and community ser-
vices for the city of Lansing, said she
also has noticed increased need, il-
lustrated by the city’s monthly mobile
food pantry Nov. 16.

“It was the largest one that we

Volunteer Wendy Sunstrum loads food gift baskets and boxes with other volunteers on Tuesday at Plymouth Congregational Church. Items
collected there and, separately, through at least four other local groups were destined for delivery to local families. While the economic
recovery continues, experts say the need is greater this year as government food aid has been cut back. ROD SANFORD/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

CHURCHES, GROUPS STEP UP EFFORTS TO HELP
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NEEDY

BY THE NUMBERS

22.6 %
of Ingham County residents live
at or below the poverty level

6million
pounds of food were distributed
last year by the Greater Lansing
Food Bank

90,000 pounds
of prepared and perishable food
was rescued by Food Movers and
distributed to shelter and kitch-
ens last year

1,400
volunteers helped
the food bank last year

22,000
hours of support provided by
food bank volunteers last year

Source: Greater Lansing Food Bank

Food gift boxes and baskets await
delivery to local families Tuesday at
Plymouth Congregational Church.
Plymouth was one of at least five
local groups helping to provide food.By Kathleen Lavey

klavey@lsj.com

See FOOD, Page 2A

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2013 WWW.LSJ.COM

$3.00 Retail
For home delivery
pricing,
see Page 2A.

0 40901 05172 5

Lottery..................2A
Local & State .......3A
Opinion................4A
Deaths..................5A
Nation & World.19A
Sports....................1B

Business Today ....9B
Michigander ........1C
Horoscopes .........4C
Newsmakers .......4C
Television .............5C
Comics.................6C

© 2013 Lansing State Journal, Lansing, Michigan.
A Gannett Newspaper.

TODAY’S FORECAST
High in the upper 20s,
low near 20.

Forecast • 20A
‘MSU Fight Song’ takes
top honors in state
Michigan State University’s fight
song has been voted the winner
of the Detroit Free Press’ Best
Sports-Related Song in the State
bracket-style competition that
has captivated the region for the
past week.—Page 3A
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US jobless claims hit
pre-recession levels
The number of Americans
seeking unemployment bene-
fits dropped 10,000 last week
to a seasonally adjusted
316,000. The less volatile four-
week average fell 7,500 to
331,750, the government said.
Both the first-time weekly
jobless claims and the average
now have returned to pre-
recession levels.—Page 9B

The MSU
Marching
Band
performs
in a Tampa,
Florida,
parade
in 2011.
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Fun facts about Detroit's
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Denicos Allen (28)
part of senior
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING

One of the bigger charity po-
ker halls in the state has been at
least temporarily banned from
operating charity gaming after
an investigation by the Michi-
gan Gaming Control Board and
attorney general’s office found
evidence of illegal gambling.

Allcharitygamingandpoker
games have been suspended at
Lucky’sPokerRoominGenesee
Township, near Flint.

The action came earlier this
week after investigators found
evidencethat thefacilitywasal-
legedly making illegal payoffs
to customers betting on com-
puter slot machines. Operating
slot machines outside of li-
censed casinos is illegal.

Five charities were operat-
ing their “Millionaire Parties”
at Lucky’s, which offered a ven-
ue for charity poker games sev-
en days a week.

Those charities will have to
find another facility to host
their gaming nights.

A post on Lucky’s Facebook
pageTuesday noted, “Lucky’s is
closed until further notice. We
would like to thank you for your
patronage and support.”

“Because of the illegal activ-
ity at this location, immediate
action to protect the safety,wel-
fare, and integrity of gaming is
necessary,” Rick Kalm, execu-
tive director of theMGCB, said
in a statement. “New proposed
rules will hopefully increase
charitable organizations’ in-
volvement and raise awareness
of their exposure when loca-
tions break the law.”

The Michigan Gaming Con-
trol Board is considering new
rules that will change the face
of charity gaming in the state.

The proposed rules have
caused an uproar among chari-
ties, suppliers andgaming facil-
ities, and would: Limit a poker
gaming room to120 days a year;
require that a charity have five
of its members working at ev-
ery charity event; limit poker
rooms to one charity event a
night; require that charities
raise $2,000 a year from fund-
raising other than gambling be-
fore they can be licensed; and
require that charities hold their
gaming events in their own or
adjacent counties.

A final draft of the rules is
being developed and could be
put into place by mid-January.

The charity poker boom has
become a big business with too
few controls, gaming board of-
ficials said. It has grown from
$7.9 million in revenue in 2004
to $197 million in 2011.

The probe into Lucky’s is on-
going to determine if charges
will be filed, officials said.

Kathleen Gray is a reporter
for the Detroit Free Press.

CHARITY FUNDRAISING

Charity
gaming
banned
at Lucky’s
State finds evidence
of illegal gambling
By Kathleen Gray
Gannett Michigan


