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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.

— First Amendment to the U.S. ConstitutionOPINION5F
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Across the seven-county service
area of the Greater Lansing Food
Bank, 20 percent of people live in

poverty. That means one of every five
residents runs a risk of going hungry.

And there are more alarming statis-
tics:

» In Ingham County, 22 percent of
residents live at or below federal pover-
ty levels. Between 2007 and 2012, the
share of children living in poverty grew
by 31 percent.

» For the same time period in Clinton
County, the growth rate for children in
poverty was a disturbing 64 percent.
And in Eaton County it was 52 percent
increase.

Solving the social and economic prob-
lems behind these statistics will be a
long and complex endeavor.

But addressing one of the most brutal
symptoms of poverty is a very simple
task. By contributing to the annual fund
drive of the Greater Lansing Food Bank,
mid-Michigan residents can help make
sure those children in poverty will have

pounds of prepared and perishable food
to distribute to shelters and food kitch-
ens. And its community gardening pro-
gram supported 100 gardens that supple-
mented meals of some 5,000 people.

Officials expect demand next year
may be higher, in part because the 2009
increase in federal food assistance bene-
fits ended as of Nov. 1. Statewide, some
1.7 million residents saw their monthly
food stamp benefits trimmed from $11
for a single individual to $36 for a family
of four. Some 903,000 Michigan house-
holds received food assistance this year,
up from 370,000 households in 2003. In
Ingham, Clinton and Eaton counties,
nearly 69,000 households get federal
food assistance.

Even those who agree that the in-
creased assistance couldn’t continue
indefinitely can see that hunger remains
a concern in Greater Lansing. And it’s a
concern entirely within our power to fix.

Donate to the Greater Lansing Food
Bank, P.O. Box 11065, Lansing, MI, 48901.

An LSJ editorial

food on the table.
The food bank is an efficient and eco-

nomical way to assist some of the needi-
est among us. By collecting, buying and
then distributing food to local pantries,
it helped provide 5 million meals last
year.

Every $1 donation to the food bank
purchases 9 pounds of food, in part be-
cause food banks can purchase discount-
ed merchandise that helps stretch their
resources.

All together last year, the Greater
Lansing Food Bank distributed some 6
million pounds of food to needy people.
Its Food Movers helped reclaim 90,000

Hunger is a problem we can solve
Donations to food bank
are an efficient solution

OUR POINT IS...
Donate to the Greater Lansing Food Bank.

John F. Kennedy has become
fodder for an interpretation indus-
try toiling to make his life malleable
enough to soothe the sensitivities
and serve the agendas of the inter-
preters. The quantity of writing
about him is inversely proportional
to the brevity of his presidency.

He did not have history-shaping
effects comparable to those of his
immediate predecessor or succes-
sor. Dwight Eisenhower was one of
three Americans (with
George Washington
and Ulysses Grant)
who were world-histor-
ic figures before be-
coming president, and
Lyndon Johnson was
second only to Frank-
lin Roosevelt as a mak-
er of the modern wel-
fare state and second
to none in using law to
ameliorate America’s
racial dilemma.

The New York Times’ executive
editor calls Kennedy “the elusive
president”; TheWashington Post
calls him “the most enigmatic”
president. Many who call him diffi-
cult to understand seem eager to
not understand him. For them, his
conservative dimension is an in-
convenient truth. Ira Stoll, in “JFK,
Conservative,” tries to prove too
much but assembles sufficient evi-
dence that his book’s title is not
merely provocative. A Look maga-
zine headline in June 1946 read: “A
Kennedy Runs for Congress: The
Boston-bred scion of a former am-
bassador is a fighting-Irish conser-
vative.” Neither his Cold War anti-
communism nor his fiscal conserva-
tism changed dramatically during
his remaining 17 years.

Visitors to the Kennedy Presi-
dential Library andMuseumwatch
Kennedy press conferences, such as
that of Sept. 12, 1963, when, respon-
ding to a question about Vietnam, he
said his policy was to “win the war
there.” A few years later, with the
war going badly, several Kennedy
aides claimed that he had been plan-
ning to liquidate the intervention.
Five months after the assassination,
Robert Kennedy told an interviewer
that his brother “had a strong, over-
whelming reason for being in Viet-
nam and that we should win the war
in Vietnam.”

As president, JFK chose as Trea-
sury secretary a Republican Wall
Street banker, C. Douglas Dillon,
who remembered Kennedy as “fi-
nancially conservative.” Kennedy’s
fiscal policy provided an example
for Ronald Reagan’s supply-side tax
cuts. In December 1962, he said: “It
is a paradoxical truth that tax rates
are too high today and tax revenues
are too low and the soundest way to
raise the revenues in the long run is
to cut the rates now.” John Kenneth
Galbraith, Harvard economist,
called this “the most Republican
speech since McKinley.”

The Kennedy library draws few-
er visitors than does Dallas’ Sixth
Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza,
where he was murdered. How he
died looms larger than how he lived.

Write George Will, Washington Post
Writer’s Group, 1150 15th St. NW,

Washington, DC 20071 or
georgewill@washpost.com.

JFK not
totally
liberal
President had some
conservative views

GEORGE

WILL

Young people spend too much
time watching television

On average, Americans spend 2.8
hours watching television daily. We
surveyed 80 students at Mason High
School asking them the number of
hours they watch television daily, as
well as the number of hours they
spend doing homework. On average,
we found that students spend 1.6
hours a day watching television, and
only about 1.2 hours doing their home-
work.

The amount of time that teenagers
spend watching television has defi-
nitely become a problem. They are
wasting time on television instead of
more important things, such as home-
work or physical activities. Teenagers
are becoming more apt to pick up a
remote than a text book, and that is a
serious problem.

Although this is a great concern for
teenagers, there is something that you
can do to help. Turn off the television,
and stop buying into the extras, such
as Netflix. Join the others who are
trying to break this terrible streak.
Log onto stoptv.org to get facts about
how television is impacting you.

Amber Dockter
Leslie

Legislature and governor will
hurt charities with changes

I am a member and current presi-
dent of the Williamston Sunrise Ro-
tary Club. As a service organization,
we raise money to benefit our commu-
nity. For the past seven years, our
club has participated in a state-spon-
sored program that provides charities
the opportunity to share revenue from
“poker rooms.” Our members work at
these events and our club receives
revenue for our efforts. All of the
revenue we have received has been
given to charitable projects in our
community.

Proposed rule changes, advanced
by the Michigan Gaming Control
Board, will essentially terminate the
program and many charitable organi-
zations throughout our state will lose

revenue. The Legislature and the
governor are considering the changes
being advanced by the Michigan Gam-
ing Control Board. I hope other citi-
zens will support protecting this im-
portant source of revenue for Michi-
gan’s charities and will make their
opposition to these new rules known
to our elected state officials.

Merlin Hopkins
president, Williamston Sunrise Rotary Club

Williamston

Writer should have checked
his math before complaint

I think W.J. Markham (Letters,
Nov. 11) needs a math lesson. In his
letter, he calls President Obama a liar.
The president said that fewer than 5
percent of Americans would be noti-
fied that their current health insur-
ance would expire on Dec. 31. Mark-
ham quotes an estimate of 10 million
people who fall into this category, and
claims Obama’s 5 percent figure is a
lie. The U.S. population as of 2012 was
313.9 million people. The 10 million
people in Markham’s letter represent
3.19 percent of the U.S. population.
Last time I checked, 3 percent was
less than 5 percent. So, indeed, Obama
is not lying at all.

To be sure, 10 million is a lot of
people. But if you’re going to call
someone a liar, please check your
math first.

Melissa Mackey
Lansing

Poll on minimum wage
used leading questions

I am writing to set the record
straight as it relates to an assertion
made by Lonnie Scott (LSJ, Nov. 10)
that “not only do most Michigan resi-
dents support raising the minimum
wage, but so do most small business
owners.” Scott cites a poll conducted
by Greenburg Quinlan Rosner Re-
search. That poll was conducted on
behalf of a group called the “Small

Business Majority,” which is a well-
known front group for progressive
policy screeds. While it poses as an
impartial survey, in reality it’s stuffed
with ideologically-leading questions
designed specifically to gin up sup-
port for a minimum wage hike.

Here at the Small Business Associ-
ation of Michigan, we represent more
than 21,000 small business owners,
right here in our state. Our policy
positions are guided directly by
knowledgeable member input, not
fake polling. We continue to strongly
oppose raising the minimum wage
because it kills job opportunities and
suppresses economic activity in our
communities. History shows that
raising the government-set minimum
wage hurts precisely those it is pur-
ported to help.

Rob Fowler, president and CEO
Small Business Association of Michigan

Lansing

Nation harms its world
leadership with drone attacks

What has happened to our national
conscience? We used to think of our
country representing high ideals: the
protection of civil rights and all life.
Last week, it was the U.S. being criti-
cized by human rights organizations
for the collateral loss of civilian lives
(including children) from drone at-
tacks and spying on our allies. Not
only are the drone attacks taking the
lives of innocent people, we are going
into another country’s air space to do
so.

How would Americans react if it
was Pakistan entering our airspace or
our allies spying on us? And who is it
that has authorized our government to
execute these drone attacks? Is there
any one of us who sufficiently trust
our politicians and/or military to give
such kill orders? Have we really be-
come this arrogant? If we really want
to believe ourselves to represent
“good,” we need to also monitor our
own behavior — and not simply the
rest of the world.

Larry Nakfoor
Grand Ledge
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