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A former Lansing dentist
convicted of sexually assault-
ing a child patient is bidding for
a new trial, contending credibil-
ity issues led him to be wrongly
convicted.

An Ingham County Circuit
Court judge heard initial argu-
ments Friday over whether ex-
pediatric dentist Wendell Alan

Racette, 67, should return to
court after he was convicted
last year of sexually assaulting
a former child patient.

Racette’s attorneys said in
Ingham County Circut Court
that the victim could have lied
about the abuse and prosecu-
tors didn’t investigate the vic-
tim’s credibility thoroughly
enough.

Racette was convicted last
year of sexually assaulting a

boy over several years at his
former office on East Saginaw
Street in Lansing. The former
pediatric dentist is serving15 to
30 years in prison.

His attorneys said in docu-
ments filed with the state Court
of Appeals they uncovered “a
substantialamount”of informa-
tion that “cast serious doubt”
about the verdict in August
2012.

However, during Friday’s

testimony, Ingham County Cir-
cuit Court Judge Clinton Cana-
dy III repeatedly questioned
whether the information pre-
sented by Racette’s attorneys
was “newly discovered” and
whether the Court of Appeals
would be the more appropriate
venue to rule onmatters related
to what evidence was and was
not allowed at the original trial.

In seeking a new trial, Ra-
cette’s attorney Lawrence Em-
ery is laying the groundwork
for a hearingbefore the appeals
court, which does not consider

new evidence.
Part of Emery’s questioning

Friday focused on the prosecu-
tion of Racette’s case and
whether Assistant Prosecuting
Attorney Debra Rousseau thor-
oughly vetted the credibility of
the victim’s allegations.

Emery said he wanted to es-
tablish a record for the appeals
court to consider over whether
Rousseau fell short inher inves-
tigative duties and whether Ra-
cette’s right to due process was

CHILD PATIENT ASSAULTED

Dentist seeks new trial in sex case
Racette attorney: Victim’s credibility at issue
By KristenM. Daum
kdaum@lsj.com
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Two arrested after man
shot while driving SUV

Two passengers in an SUV
face intent to murder and
weapons charges after they
allegedly shot the vehicle’s
driver.

Terrence Lamont Miller, 19,
and Napoleon Lamar Cottrell,
15, were arraigned Thursday in
54-A District court.

Public Information Officer
Robert Merritt of the Lansing
Police Department said the
two were riding in an SUVwith
a 19-year-old driver just before
noonMonday when the shoot-
ing occurred.

Police were sent to the
scene of what was originally
thought to be an accident in-
volving the SUV and a tree on
Holmes Street south of Kala-
mazoo Street.

But Merritt said witnesses
reported the incident involved
a shooting.

The driver, whose name was
not released, was hospitalized
in critical condition.

Cottrell waived his rights as
a juvenile and will be charged
as an adult, Merritt said.

Bond was set at $250,000
for Miller and $200,000 for
Cottrell.

Preliminary hearings,
which determine whether
the cases will advance to trial,
for both are scheduled for
Dec. 5.

Company run by budget
director’s brother outbid

The Genesee Intermediate
School District, not a company
headed by the brother of Mich-
igan’s state budget director,
has been awarded a $5 million
school technology grant, the
Department of Education an-
nounced Friday.

Bidding for the project
became controversial this
week when it was revealed that
a Utah-based company that
persuaded lawmakers to add
money for the project into the
2013-14 state budget is headed
byWilliam Nixon, the brother
of Michigan Budget Director
John Nixon.

William Nixon’s company,
iSchool Campus LLC, was
among six bidders for the
“whole school technology”
pilot project intended to test
whether a single company
could better handle all technol-
ogy needs of a school.

But another bidder, Genesee
ISD, has been awarded the
project, State Superintendent
of Education Mike Flanagan
announced Friday.

Flanagan said a statement
the application fromGenesee
was rated the highest in a proc-
ess that conceals from the
scorers the names of the
applicants.

Pedestrian injured in
north Lansing crash

A 42-year-old Lansing
man was seriously injured
Friday evening when he was
hit by a vehicle while crossing
a street.

The accident happened
about 6:30 p.m. at North East
Street and Community Street
in Lansing.

The victim was dragged for
about 20 to 25 feet and was still
beneath the vehicle when
emergency crews arrived,
Lansing police Sgt. Todd John-
son said. Rescuers used air
bags to raise the vehicle and
free the man.

The victim suffered broken
bones but is expected to recov-
er from his injuries, Johnson
said.

The driver, a Lansing wom-
an, saw the pedestrian before
she started to make her turn
but thought he was going to
wait to cross, Johnson said.

The accident remained
under investigation, he said.

—From staff and wire reports
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Hundreds of people
crammed into a Lansing
auditorium Friday morning
to vent about proposed
rules that would strictly
regulate charity gaming,
which has grown into a
multimillion-dollar business
in the last decade.

“We never contemplated
the explosion of millionaire
party gaming,” said Don
McGee, a lawyer with the
Michigan Attorney Gener-
al’s office. “We’re not un-
mindful that you’re raising
money for charities for
good causes. But these po-
ker halls are highly suscep-
tible to fraud and corrup-
tion. If you’re not constant-
ly regulating them, like we
are in the casinos, things

are going to happen.”
The rules, said Rick

Kalm, executive director of
the Michigan Gaming Con-
trol Board, are meant to
crack down on illegal gam-
bling operations. The state
already has closed down

16 gaming locations for
illegal gambling and other
criminal behavior.

“We are not going to
tolerate illegal gambling.
And in locations where it
happens over and over
again, we will not issue

licenses,” he said. “But we
fully embrace licensed
charities and they’ll con-
tinue to be able to conduct
up to 16 events a year.”

But the charities said
the proposed rules will
kill a valuable source of
fundraising for many
organizations.

“The entire body of rules
that are proposed are pre-
posterous and extremely
punitive and would destroy
charity gaming,” said Judy
White, of the Marine City
Music Festival Inc., which
holds charity gaming
events in Algonac.

The gaming board will
take the comments, develop
a final set of rules in the
next two weeks and submit
them to a joint rules com-
mittee of the Legislature.

The committee is limited
in what it can do, and the
new rules will automatical-
ly go into effect at some
point during the first

People sign in to enter and some to speak at the crowded Michigan Gaming Control Board hearing Friday at the Michigan Historical
Library and Museum in Lansing about proposed changes to charity gaming rules. ROD SANFORD/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Hundreds speak out on
charity gaming changes
Proposed rules
would strictly
regulate practice

Michigan Gaming Control Board Executive Director Richard Kalm
speaks to a packed room Friday about proposed changes to
charity gaming rules.

By Kathleen Gray
Gannett Michigan
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Eight mid-Michigan school
districts were among 53 state-
wide to have their credit rat-
ings downgraded by Moody’s
Investors Service this year.

It’s a development financial
experts say will increase bor-
rowingcosts for thedistricts in
coming years, although school
officials predict only a slight
impact.

Local districts the New
York-based credit rating
service downgraded ratings
for included East Lansing,
Eaton Rapids, Holt, Laings-

burg,Mason, Olivet, Perry and
Stockbridge.

“I don’t think it will be any-
thing significant. It would be a
quarter or half point (in inter-
est rates),” said Mike Foster,
acting superintendent for Per-
ry Community Schools, which
has no plans to purchase new
bonds in the near future. “It’s
not going to double our rates or
anything.”

The Moody’s report noted a
sharp increase in the number
of districts downgraded state-
wide—a64percent jumpfrom
2012. Itblamed thesurgeon the
growth of charter schools
statewide, enrollment declines

and rising retirement costs for
staff. In Michigan, about
50 school districts are operat-
ing in a deficit.

Two districts—BuenaVista
and Inkster — were dissolved
this summer because of long-
standing financial problems.
They were not on the list. Nei-
ther was the Lansing School
District, the region’s largest
district.YvonneCaamalCanul,
the Lansing schools superin-
tendent, said the district’s rat-
ing was downgraded last year
from AA2 to AA3.

Bill DeFrance, superinten-
dent for Eaton Rapids Public
Schools, blamed declining en-
rollment for forcing the dis-
trict to dip into its fund re-

serves to balance its budget,
leading to the lower credit rat-
ing. Over the past 10 years, the
district’s fund balance has fall-
en from7 percent of the gener-
al fund to 3 percent. Accoun-
tants recommend a fund bal-
ance of 10 percent to 12 per-
cent, he said.

DeFrance said he learned of
the district’s lower rating last
summer when the district pur-
chased$5.8million inbondsfor
technology, buses and security,
which voters approved in Feb-
ruary. He said he is not sure
how much the new rating add-
ed to the district’s borrowing
costs — if it did at all.

SCHOOL DISTRICT CREDIT RATINGS

Credit rating lowered for 8 area districts
East Lansing, Holt among those affected
By Scott Davis
sedavis@lsj.com
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