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more important because everything 
[now] is about survival,” she says. 
Green building solutions, fueled by 
technological innovation, will also 
accelerate because of the stark increase 
of digitalization and virtual solutions 
that the pandemic necessitated, she 
says. Vergon emphasizes that the 
pandemic is accelerating, not creating, 
the demand for green innovation; 
outside of the pandemic, increasing 

urbanization, which is estimated to see 
60 percent of the world’s population 
living in urban areas by 2030, will bring 
air pollution and the need for green 
solutions, she says. 

Passive house. Peterson says he 
expects the industry will move toward 
accelerated energy and thermal 
efficiency requirements such as those in 
the Passive House voluntary standards. 
Passive House is “predicated on the 

idea of superinsulation, maintaining 
as much heat recovery as possible, and 
creating as airtight an enclosure as 
possible,” which will also require more 
testing of systems’ airtightness, he says.

Circular design. Building will 
also embrace the idea of the circular 
economy, says Peterson; this 
framework considers the lifecycle 
of the product from manufacturing, 
to installation, to demolition and 
reuse in what becomes a cycle of 
building. “Some of the best ways to 
reduce carbon is to try to understand 
durability and the effect of a product 
when it gets installed through to 
its end of life,” says Peterson. With 
the rise of prefabrication, building 
elements or even systems could be 
extracted and reused in another 
building cycle, or recycled, he says.

Performance technologies
Vacuum insulated glazing. Peterson 
also sees the rise in VIGs, which allow 
designers to achieve an inside/outside 
connection for occupants through 
use of glass, while also maintaining 
a performance closer to some of the 
opaque building elements, he says. 
“This innovation has been out for a 
number of years but has only really 
come to the marketplace for larger units 
and being implemented by some of 
the large [fabricators] like Viracon or 
Interpane,” he says. “[VIG] has made 
for some incredible performance gains 
and I think we’re going to see much 
more of it coming out based on the 
desires of clients, desire of people who 
are buying apartment buildings; you’ll 
see this coming out quite strongly in the 
marketplace.”

Photovoltaic glass. In addition to 
saving energy, glass will likely produce 
more energy as well in the near future. 
“Buildings are starting to need to 
generate power on sites so they can 
reduce the demand they have on the 
electrical grid and the natural gas 
grid,” says Peterson, and solar glass 
panels are one way to do so. •
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Azon Saves Energy

Daylighting systems produced with Azon structural 
thermal barrier technologies—the MLP™ or Dual 
Cavity—for aluminum windows and curtain wall, 
along with high performance glazing components 
for insulating glass, will yield a fenestration system 
capable of upholding the highest efficiency and 
sustainability standards

1-800-788-5942 | www.azonintl.com

Contact us to learn about the 
role of Azon thermal barriers in 
energy conservation.

http://www.azonintl.com



