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Introduction 

This is the first issue of a quarterly newsletter 

which will inform Rotarians of what clubs in 

District 6220 are doing for the environment and 

environmental education. It will also share 

informative articles and suggestions for reading 

from Rotary Sue Vater Olsen, librarian at the 

Scandinavia Village Library, and an active 

member of the Rotary Club of Waupaca’s 

Environment Committee. – Trey Foerster 

 

Environmental Sustainability 

Task Force 2022-23 Report 

Submitted by Trey Foerster, Co-Chair 

In October 2022, a zoom meeting was held with 

Kate Florek (Wausau) and Trey Foerster 

(Waupaca), co-chairs, with Heather Huebner 

(Greater Portage County) and Erica Huss 

(Marquette). 

So far, the Task Force has drafted a charter, 

conducted a survey of District clubs, created a 

project possibility list, heard of the progress of 

the Michigan UP Nature Conservancy 

connection, and also heard about the Tree 

Promise with the Girl Scouts. 

Goals were outlined: 

(1) Better capture what District is already 

doing with highway cleanup, tree 

plantings, and pollinator plantings. 

(2) Provide project guides/tool kits to clubs 

and engage non-Rotarians in 

projects/programs. 

(3) Provide a speakers list to clubs. 

(4) Created a District environment email for 

the Task Force. 

(5) Request quarterly reporting by clubs of 

what projects/programs they did, 

collect for distribution on District 

Facebook page. 

(6) Re-engage former committee members. 

On Feb. 7, 2023, Trey and Kate met via Zoom 

and created a plan of action for the third and 

fourth quarters. 

(1) Create a “regular” newsletter once a 

quarter to send out to clubs. 

(2) Ask clubs to give us info to share with 

other clubs. 

(3) Update clubs about things that are 

going on. 

(4) Work with clubs on environment-

related grants. 

(5) Create an annual challenge for clubs. 

(6) Contact clubs and inform them of the 

new direction of the Task Force and 

invite each club to let the Task Force 

know what they’ve been doing. 

Progress on goals has bene limited. Clubs 

responding to the survey totaled 11: 

Clintonville, Greater Portage County, Iron 

Mountain-Kingsford, Lakeland, Marquette, 

Marquette West, New London, Rhinelander, 

Wakefield-Bessemer, Waupaca, and Wausau. All 

these clubs have environmental projects 

especially highway and trail pickup. 

A speakers list has been created but not 

distributed. 

The lack of success of the Task Force has been 

the lack of interest by clubs to participate on the 

District level. Perhaps a quarterly emailed 

newsletter may provide the necessary resource 

for clubs so they may be informed of 



environment-related events and successes of 

clubs in the District. 

The Task Force needs to recalibrate for the 

2023-24 year. 

What Rotarians Are Doing 
 

In this portion of the newsletter, we will present 

clippings from club Facebook pages which have 

to do with environmental work and education. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

Other Clippings 

 

Environmental reading list 
Courtesy Sue Vater Olsen, Librarian 

Scandinavia Public Library 

 

Sand County Almanac, Aldo Leopold 

https://infosoup.bibliocommons.com/v2/record
/S181C65960 
 
My Double Life, Frances Hamerstrom 
https://infosoup.bibliocommons.com/v2/record
/S181C37194 
 
Landscaping with Native Plants of Wisconsin, 
Lynn M. Steiner 
 
https://infosoup.bibliocommons.com/v2/record
/S181C185944 
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Invasive Plants of the Upper Midwest, Elizabeth 
Czarapata 
https://infosoup.bibliocommons.com/v2/record
/S181C149133 
 

Midwest Foraging, Lia M. Rose 
https://infosoup.bibliocommons.com/v2/record
/S181C440967 
 
Walk When the Moon Is Full, Frances 
Hamerstrom 
https://infosoup.bibliocommons.com/v2/record
/S181C370988 
 

Tree Planting with Girl Scouts 
By Sridhar, PDG 

 

One of the sessions was devoted to District’s 

commitment to Empowerment of Girls and 

Young Women through Grants. Here is a 

genteel reminder to avail of such an 

opportunity to Grow Rotary Through Service. 

Hope you will rise up to the occasion! 

 

Background 

Rotary District 6220 has identified “Grow 

Rotary Through Service” as its theme to 

encourage collaboration between our Clubs 

and other service organizations in addressing 

the needs of our communities. The 

collaboration between our District and the 

Girl Scouts of the Northern Great Lakes, 

launched in 2022 has identified 

Empowerment of Girls and Young Women as 

its focus. One the four major initiatives 

identified by the Task Force for collaboration 

is the Girl Scouts Tree Promise that seeks to 

plant 6 million trees by the year 2026. To 

protect and honor new and existing trees is 

entirely consistent with the Rotary 

International focus on Protecting the 

Environment. To assist clubs in the addressing 

of our common cause, Rotary District 6220 

offered 10 matching grants of$500 each. 

Three clubs were successful during the first 

round. Several clubs expressed a need to 

extend the timelines to include a Fall effort to 

plant trees. This announcement is for 6-7 

remaining $500 matching grants with new 

dates the Empowerment of Girls and Young 

Women Grants. Empowerment of Girls and 

Young Women Grants 2023. The focus of this 

year’s Empowerment Grants will be centered 

around Tree Promise. These matching grants 

of $500 each to specifically to assist clubs 

collaborate with their local Girl Scout troops, 

to plant trees in local communities where 

there is a pressing need or an opportunity to 

conserve the environment. For this 

collaboration to be successful, we need active 

involvement Rotarians to work with other 

supportive organizations such as the 

Department of Natural Resources, Parks and 

Recreation and such to determine the 

community need, sourcing the plants/trees 

and planting and caring for the trees. 

https://infosoup.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S181C149133
https://infosoup.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S181C149133
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Proposals should clearly indicate any active, 

hands-on participation by Rotarians and their 

families, Rotaractors/Interactors/RYE Students 

where possible. Project Completion Date: All 

tree planting under this grant must be 

completed no later than November 7, 2023. 

Some important dates to note: - Deadline for 

submitting proposals: May 15, 2023 - Grant 

Decisions: May 25, 2023 - Project completion 

date: November 1, 2023 - Project Reports are 

due: November 7, 2023.Please complete the 

attached grant application form and mail it to 

Lisa VanderKelen at 

lvanderkelen.rotary@gmail.com no later than 

Friday, May 15, 2023. To establish contact 

with local Girl Scout Troops, please contact 

Gwen Taylor, Director, Program & Inclusion, 

Girl Scouts of the Northwestern Great Lakes 

at info@gsnwgl.org or 888-747-6945For more 

information regarding the Empowerment 

Grants, please contact: IPDG Sridhar at (920) 

205-4484 or rotariansridharb@gmail.com. 

 

Biodiversity beats climate 

change as talking point 

By Saijel Kishan 

Bloomberg Green 

May 3, 2023 

The topic of biodiversity may sound just as 
amorphous as ESG. But compared with climate 
change, it may be an easier subject to broach 
with US investors who lean Republican. 

Biodiversity refers to forests, oceans and other 
ecosystems, as well as efforts to protect them. 
It’s an area that isn’t politically fraught like 
subjects such as “net zero,” said John 
Hoeppner, who runs US stewardship and 
sustainable investments at Legal & General 
Investment Management America. 

“Using phrases related to carbon emissions 
instantly becomes a highly political 

conversation in a Republican state,” he said. Yet 
conversations related to deforestation, water 
and land use are more unifying. “Habitat 
conservation has support across the political 
spectrum,” he said. 

Biodiversity involves conservation and 
restoration of natural habitats, as well as 
promoting sustainable practices. And since it 
includes more tangible topics like land and 
water rather than net-zero goals that are far off 
in the future, it’s easier for people to grasp, 
Hoeppner said. 

Money managers have started biodiversity 
strategies to invest in companies that they say 
will help minimize harm to natural habitats.  

A survey conducted in March by Penn State 
University and political consulting group Rokk 
Solutions found that most Republican and 
Democratic voters say corporate environmental 
action is relevant to their financial futures. 
More than 55% of GOP voters agreed that 
efforts such as land and water conservation, 
waste management and biodiversity were 
germane to the future finances. For net-zero 
goals, support in the ESG investing 
survey slumped to 42%.  

Want to include your club’s 

activities in the next quarterly 

newsletter? 
 

To submit articles an information please email 

Trey Foerster, Co-Chair, Environmental 

Sustainability Task Force at 

trey.foerster@outlook.com. 
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