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This Week at Rotary: 
MSU Women’s Bears, Coach Beth 
Cunningham 

Beth Cunningham was introduced as Missouri 
State's ninth women's basketball head coach 

on March 31, 2022. 
 
Cunningham, who owns 
an impressive 20-year 
collegiate coaching re-
sume, arrives in Spring-
field from Duke Universi-
ty, where she has spent 
the last two seasons as an 
assistant coach on coach 
Kara Lawson's staff. Prior 

to her stint at Duke, she spent eight seasons 
(2012-20) as an associate head coach at Notre 
Dame for Hall of Fame coach Muffet McGraw. 
She was part of one of the best stretches in 
NCAA women’s history as Notre Dame com-
piled a 244-19 record in that span with seven 
straight 30-win seasons, six conference titles, 
five NCAA Final Four appearances and the 
2018 National Championship. The Irish fol-
lowed that up with a runner-up finish in the 
2019 NCAA Championship, finishing the year 
with the No. 1 scoring offense in the country 
(88.6 points per game). 
  
Before returning to her alma mater in the 
summer of 2012, Cunningham spent 11 years 
on the coaching staff at VCU, including one 
year as an assistant coach (2001-02), one as 
associate head coach (2002-03) and nine sea-
sons as head coach starting in 2003-04.   

Coming Attractions 
 

 Next Week, Sept. 13—Medical Examiner & 
Covid, Tom Vanderberg 

Sept. 20—MSU Coach Petrino 

Upcoming Calendar Items:  
 
September 20—Board Meeting at Kentwood 
Hall, 10:30am 
 

During her playing days at Notre Dame (1993-
97), Beth (Morgan) Cunningham was a trailblaz-
er, leading the program to its first NCAA Wom-
en’s Final Four appearance and a 31-7 campaign 
her senior season. She departed as the all-time 
leading scorer in Fighting Irish women’s basket-
ball history with 2,322 points (which now ranks 
third), having set or tied 28 school records during 
her career. 
  
She was also a fixture in USA Basketball circles as 
both a player and coach, first suiting up for Team 
USA four times from 1996-99 (winning three 
medals including a gold at the 1997 USA World 
University Games) and later serving as the athlete 
representative on the USA Basketball Women’s 
Junior National Team Committee and the USA 
Basketball Women’s Collegiate Committee. 
  
Following her amateur career, Cunningham spent 
three seasons playing professional basketball, in-
cluding two years with the Richmond/
Philadelphia Rage of the American Basketball 
League (ABL) and one year with the WNBA’s 
Washington Mystics in 2000 before embarking 
on her coaching career. 
  



September Birthdays 

9/3—Michael Clarke, Keith 
Noble & Sam Smith 

9/4—Sean Balisle 

9/8—Nyla Milleson 

9/9—Clif Smart 

9/11—Jerry Tourville 

9/13—Ram Nayar 

9/16—Tamera Jahnke 

 

9/18—Michael Bishop-
Jones 

9/20—John Mihalevich 

9/25—Aaron Jones 

9/29—Miles Sweeney 

 

 

 

Board Members: President, Gail Noggle; President-Elect, Matt Suarez; Secretary, Melissa Briggs; Past-President, Brian 
Weiler; Treasurer, Kim Nash; Director, Bill Ricketts; Director, Sue Marshall ; Director, Steve Shanholtzer; Director: Dan 

Vinson-Davis; Executive Secretary, Kimberly Pittman 

September Anniversaries 

2 years—Traci Jarman & Dan Vinson-Davis 

3 years—Tim Davis 

4 years—Matthew Suarez 

7 years—Bob McGurty & Karl Schmidt 

8 years—Britton Jobe 

10 years—Janet Dankert & Brigitte Marrs 

11 years—Clif Smart 

13 years—Shelley Evans 

27 years—Bud Greve 

29 years—Keith Noble & Carol Williamson 

30 years—Shara Cash 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Find us on PayPal! 
We have set-up a PayPal account to make it possi-
ble for everyone to pay their happy dollars and 
sarge fines straight from your phone or computer. 
Here are some quick and easy directions on how 
to send us money via PayPal.  
 Set up a PayPal account by downloading the 

app on your phone or visiting paypal.com 
 Find us by searching for downtownrotary-

springfieldmo@gmail.com  
 Enter the amount you would like to send 
 Select “friends and family” as the payment 

type, so that the club does not get charged any 
fees 

 If you are asked to verify the first and last 
name enter “Springfield” as first name and 
“Rotary” as last name 

 You will then select how you would like to pay.  
 
 

 
Pay sarge fines here! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


