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What is Economic Development?

According to Wikipedia:
In the economics study of the public sector, economic and social 
development is the process by which the economic well-being and quality 
of life of a nation, region, local community, or an individual are improved 
according to targeted goals and objectives.
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Circle of life? Goods, services, retail, restaurants, people, safety



Economic Vitality
Establish relationships

Primary Employers
 Bio and Life Sciences
 Emerging Technology
 Aerospace and Defense
Large and Small Local Businesses
 Retail 
 Services
 Office
 Medical
Start-Ups & Entrepreneurs
 Creation of new primary employers & workforce
 FREE classes through Partnership with Start Up Tucson 
 University of Arizona Center for Innovation
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Business Support

Enhanced Business Retention & Expansion Program
 200+ business visits with Mayor & Oro Valley Chamber
 FREE marketing on Oro Valley Business Navigator

Annual Business Survey 

Annual Business Summit in Partnership with Oro Valley Chamber
 Fosters business collaborations
 Networking
 Idea Generation
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New businesses 2023/2024
Fitness
 BFT (Body Fit Training)
 Blue Lemon Health & Wellness
 Stretch Lab

Medical
 Blue Lemon Health & Wellness
 Desert Lotus Medical Clinic
 Esteem Behavioral Health Care
 Integrative Touch and Healing Center
 Oracle & Magee Dental
 Oro Valley Pediatric Dentistry
 Oro Valley Urgent Care
 Pima Eye Institute
 Pima Heart & Vascular
 Small Steps in Wellness
Restaurants
 Cabali Tiki
 Cold Beers & Cheeseburgers
 Nautical Bowls
 Pure Poke
 Snooze A.M. Eatery

Retail
 AT&T (coming soon)
 Brian’s Bike Shop
 Dollar Tree in OVMP (coming soon)
 GNC
 Harbor Freight
 Pet Supplies Plus (coming soon)
 Stacks Book Club
 Verizon

Services
 II Sons for Men (coming soon)
 3 Degrees Infrared Sauna
 Exhibition Hub Art Center (Van Gogh)
 Hampton Inn OVMP (coming soon)
 La Posada (coming soon)
 NuPoint Marketing
 Surf Thru Express Car Wash (coming soon)
 The Bailey Veterinary Clinic
 Timeless Play
 Urgent Vet (coming soon)



April 6th: 50th Anniversary Parade
 9:00 a.m. Ironwood Ridge High School to Oro Valley Public Library

April 13th: 50th Anniversary Community Celebration
 12:00 p.m. James D. Kriegh Park

 Free

 family-friendly

 live entertainment

 kids' crafts & games

 food trucks

 Fireworks finale at 9:30 p.m.

50 Businesses for 50 Years
 One Night Stay at El Conquistador Tucson, A Hilton Resort

 Two passes to Tohono Chul

 $25 Noble Hops Gift Card

 Other business prizes



The 2021-23 Council Strategic Leadership Plan 
includes the following goals and objectives: 
Goal: Identify strategies to entice area residents and 
visitors to choose Oro Valley as a premier place to 
dine, shop, play and stay. o Objective: Produce and 
begin implementation of a robust Oro Valley-centric 
visitor attraction and marketing strategy, partnering 
with regional Destination Marketing Organizations 
and other stakeholders as appropriate.
Goal: Provide and/or promote Oro Valley events and 
experiences to attract visitors. 
Goal: Leverage partnership with Visit Tucson to 
increase the number of visitors to Oro Valley.
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Tourism Strengths:  Explore OV

• El Conquistador
• Westward Look
• Limited-Service HotelsGroup Stays
• Birding: THP, RVP, Wetlands, CSP, Riverfront Park
• Hiking, Biking, Trails: Honeybee, OV Loop, CSP, Linda Vista TrailsOutdoors
• Youth Sporting Events
• OV-specific Amateur Events and Tournaments
• Cycling, Running Events

Sports
• Recognized Tagline
• Versatile: it’s in our nature to BIKE, to HIKE, to RELAX
• Marketing through Regional DMO's, Arizona Office of Tourism, and regional partners
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Opportunities:
1.	Natural Beauty: TOV boasts stunning landscapes, including the Sonoran Desert, Saguaro National Park, and the Catalina Mountains with Pusch Ridge. Leveraging these natural wonders can attract eco-tourists and outdoor enthusiasts.
2.	Cultural Heritage: Oro Valley's rich history, including its Native American roots and the early west settler influence, provides opportunities for cultural tourism, highlighting heritage sites and events attracting the history-lover travel persona.
3.	Adventure Tourism: With its rugged terrain and diverse flora and fauna, Oro Valley can offer adventure activities such as hiking, biking, rock climbing, and wildlife watching, appealing to outdoor and self-care seekers.
4.	Wellness and Retreats: Oro Valley's tranquil setting and spa resorts present opportunities for wellness retreats, yoga sessions, and relaxation getaways, catering to luxury-seekers.




Sales/Bed Tax Summaries
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Sales Tax Activity by Sector - FY 18/19 through FY 22/23
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Targeted Traveler Personas

Arizona Office 
of Tourism's 
Deep Dive 
into Traveler 
Personas
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4.	Competitive Positioning: Standing out among neighboring destinations in Southern Arizona requires strategic branding, marketing, and product differentiation to attract visitors and compete for tourism dollars effectively.



Top Five Travel Personas



What is Voluntourism, and Why Is It Important?

Voluntourism – a combination of volunteering and tourism – is when 
individuals and groups help support the local communities of the destinations 
where they're meeting.

Voluntourism is essential for a variety of reasons. Not only does it help 
attendees connect with local cultures and support different charitable causes in 
accomplishing their goals, but it also provides a unique team-building 
experience. What better way to create a positive memory of a meeting than 
working together to do some good?

https://www.atldistrict.com/meeting-planners/client-services/voluntourism/
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