In Remembrance 
Rotary Club of Durango Daybreak member

“CHIP”  HUNTOON

Chip was the only child of Chuck and Elaine Huntoon of the Delaware Valley/Philadelphia region of Pennsylvania. Born in Abington, Pennsylvania, he grew up in the suburban community of Ambler where he attended Meadowbrook School and Wissahickon High School graduating in 2000.

He developed a love of the outdoors while spending summers in Upstate New York in the Adirondack State Park which covers 6.1 million acres of forest preservation. He became a Camp Counselor at the Adirondack Woodcraft Camp in Old Forge, New York, where he received training in orienteering and enjoyed leading campers on 50 mile trips through the wilderness.  At age 15 he was accepted into the Outward Bound Program for training in Estes Park, Colorado. 

During high school he excelled in biking and cross country running;  he also downhill ski, swam and had camped since the age of five.  He had an internship at R.E.I. during high school where he enjoyed the retail aspect of explaining how various gear could be utilized by the customer. During the same period he had a small landscaping business where he showcased his entrepreneurial skills and creativity as he grew his customer base.  He was an avid collector of antique toys and became very skilled at various auctions that he attended beginning at age 12.  When e-Bay first appeared on the internet he used that medium for auction transactions to supplement the live auctions he attended.

In 2001 he enrolled at Fort Lewis College.  Its location in beautiful Durango, Colorado, offered the environment where he could receive an education and also experience the convenience of being close to the wildness for recreation.  He graduated in 2004 with a B.A. Degree in Secondary Education, obtained his teaching certificate and taught for one year in the Durango School District as a substitute teacher and full time in the summer program for the Ignacio School District.  

While in College at Fort Lewis he became friends with many of the students participating in Outdoor Pursuits who eventually became professional guides for climbing and rafting companies in the area.  As a result he became interested in and joined the La Plata County Search and Rescue Organization after obtaining his Wilderness First Responder Certification.  He enjoyed the challenge and opportunity to help someone who was in need; the more desperate the need the more he enjoyed working toward a successful outcome.

In 2006 he started CH Property Service as a landscaping company and grew it into a full service property maintenance and care business.  He enjoyed being in the position to hire and train his employees; he believed in giving people a second chance and acted like a social worker at times when it was necessary. 
Chip was an active member of the Durango Chamber of Commerce and participated in their activities while enjoying meeting various business people throughout Durango.  His skills in networking bought people to meetings where they were introduced to other members who could advise them on how to improve their business.

He thought everyone who was able should give blood and participated in blood drives encouraging others to do so.  He liked the idea that giving blood would help someone in their time of need.

Owning his own business gave him the opportunity to participate and interact in the community which he loved.   Chip participated in Rotary since the age of five as his father took him to meetings and conferences including an International Convention.  He received his first Paul Harris Award in 2006 from The Rotary Club of Jenkintown, Pennsylvania, where he knew most of the members of the club by first name.

When he had the opportunity to join The Rotary Club of Durango Daybreak he was pleased to become a member.  He saw that the motto of “Service Above Self” was exactly what he promoted in his business. Sharing the same ideals of service with the community was important to him.  For example, the club had a firewood project to deliver wood to local folks in need. When the wood supplier could no longer donate wood to the club, Chip found a solution.  He encouraged a local arborist to donate tree rounds and logs which were split by club members.  He was pleased to help with this project as it re-purposed wood and provided heat to families in need. 

Through his business contacts he became friendly with Navajos and found that they had many needs. Chip would occasionally clean out houses and apartments for property managers and realized that some of the items could be recycled rather than thrown away.   He would collect tires, tools, furniture and clothing putting them aside for folks on the reservation.  Periodically when the time was right he would see that a load was donated and experienced real joy by giving to these folks.

Chip always tried to be of service to his clients by sharing his knowledge, guiding them on various issues of home ownership and teaching methods of home maintenance in order that his clients be educated homeowners.

Chip was a vibrant, caring and giving son, friend, community and business leader who will be missed and remembered by all those he touched during his short time with us.

