Thank you to Linda Hendy and the Chamber for allowing me to speak to you today.  My name is Rich Johnson, and I’d like to talk to you about careers, and the career choices for our students and young adults. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Young people need to know what possibilities they have for their future, and we can all help them see the options that are available.  We each have our own paths to where we are today.  When I was in high school, I took an aptitude test in the counselor’s office.  After reading the results, the counselor pulled out a sheet of paper with a list of college degrees that would suit me.  I picked Mechanical Engineering.  I did not become a mechanical engineer.  I am an appliance technician. A number of years later, I realized that had the list included choices like mechanic, plumber, appliance technician, or something that didn’t require a college education, my future might have been quite different.  Knowing what the choices and options are, is important for our young people and for our businesses.

Through the Atascadero Rotary Club, we have had Career Day at Del Rio High School, twice a year.  We are in our third year, and our next one is a week from today on November 20th.

What is our Career Day?
Unlike a “normal” Career Day or Career Fair, ours is just two hours long, from 8:30 until 10:30, in the morning.  Next week, we have 14 speakers lined up, and we usually shoot for about a dozen.  Students have signed up for the speakers they are interested in, based on the speakers’ career or vocation.  Each half hour, the students rotate to a new speaker, so they can get together with four different people during the two hours.  The speakers give a short talk about how they got into their current career, and the path that lead them there.  Then there is an open discussion between the students and the speakers.  These are small groups of 4 to 10 students, so it is very intimate.  The short time required by the speakers allows volunteering without eating up an entire day.

Why am I here today?
Frankly, we don’t have enough women involved in Career Day.  Next week we have 14 speakers, and only 3 are women.  The student make up, like our population, is much more evenly divided.  I would love for you to volunteer two hours of your time at the next Career Day.  I would love to show you how our program is set up, and help you run your own Career Day. 

On your tables are some business cards with our website TheCareerHelper.org.  If you would like to participate, or would like to learn how to run your own program, please contact me.  You can also call me at 235-3588.  I would be happy to answer any questions you might have.

Thank you for allowing me this time with you.
