Vocational Service Committee Meeting Minutes 4/8/15 (Held at AHS Auto Shop)

Rotary Club of Atascadero is a community resource for vocational information.

Present:  Ron Mead, Grigger Jones, Tom Moore, John Hollenbeck, Ted Jacobson, Ryan Amborn, Rich Johnson, Charlie Herrera (Auto Instructor).

1) Update on Four Way Test Essay Contest-Only two entries received, we may need to find a school contact for next year as we don’t know whether Deborah will continue with Rotary after she retires.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2)  Del Rio Career Day- Rich says it seems as if Del Rio is focused on the GreenSmart Program, which offers a lot of assistance, and may not want to devote our resources/help to a Career Day program, which in some ways, duplicates the GreenSmart program.  Rich will be discussing the role of Rotary with Del Rio to determine how we can help, if not through Career Day.

3)  Group talked about general ways the club could help in mentoring kids, not only into vocational education, but also with life choices and direction.  The idea of a “Firepit” for kids was brought up as a means of doing this.  Charlie volunteered his classroom for either a lunchtime, or after school location to meet if we were to develop such a project.  Charlie suggested we put it within the framework of the Skills USA, which would not be limited to Auto Shop, and might open up opportunities for helping kids find direction in their lives.

4)  The state of affairs in the AHS Auto Shop was discussed, with Ryan and Charlie leading the discussion.  The shop is close to 20 years behind in development.  Auto Shop budget is about $1200 per year; textbooks are from 1994; the single tool cabinet could use help so that students aren’t waiting to use tools and have the tools they need; the abandoned hydraulic lift needs to be removed, to allow use of that shop space; the two computers are six years old, with even older CRT monitors; the shop could use diagnostic scanners, which are essential to repairing current vehicles; the paint on the ceiling is peeling.  Ideas for fund raising:  List of tools at NAPA that customers can purchase for AHS; lobby school board with specific needs,  to increase budget; promote donations to the Rotary Foundation earmarked for the AHS Auto Shop; Raise awareness in our Rotary Club to direct funds to the AHS auto shop.  Ryan is working with his advisory board and Charlie to prioritize the shop’s needs.


