Firepit Article for Chamber 4-10-15         By:  Rich Johnson

Business “Firepit” is Flaming Hot!

The inaugural "Firepit" was held Thursday, March 12th, on the California Meridian patio, sponsored by the Atascadero Rotary Club.  Ted Jacobson, in his usual generous manner, provided not only the space, but the actual firepit with wood!   The Firepit idea, concocted by Ryan Amborn, came off exactly as hoped: fun, casual, and informative.  We had about eight people, sipping brews, and sharing business ideas and questions, in a very comfortable fashion.   We had both Rotarians, and non-Rotarians.  The reviews are in, and it was awesome!  

Ryan Amborn, a member of the Atascadero Rotary Club, noticed that AFTER meetings of various types that he always had great conversations about business problems, and learned from them.  It was so helpful he thought “Why not make it a regular thing?”  In talking with JP Patel, he discovered there used to be a get together like this called “Fireside Chats”.  Basically the idea for the “Firepit” is that a few local business people (any business person is welcome) would get together monthly, after work.  Everyone brings a beverage of choice, and questions for the group.  The next 90 minutes are brainstorming and problem solving, and maybe a few stories are told.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The “Firepit” will be held the 2nd Thursday of each month, from 5:30 until about 7:00, so drop on by.  We may change locations at times, but for the moment we are on the patio behind the California Meridian Insurance Building.  If you have any questions, email  Ryan Amborn:  ryan@WestCoastAutoandTowing.com
