BYLAWS OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF SONOMA SUNRISE
Article I

Definitions


1. Board:
The club’s Board of Directors

2. Director:
A member of the club’s Board of Directors

3. Member:
A member of the club, other than an honorary member


4. Quorum:
The Minimum number of participants who must be present when a vote is taken: one-third of the clubs’ members for club decisions and a majority of the directors for club board decisions.

5. RI:
Rotary International

6. Rotary Year: The 12-month period that begins on July 1st.


Article II

Board of Directors

The governing body of this club is its Board of Directors, consisting of, at a minimum, the president, immediate past president, president-elect, secretary and treasurer.

Article III

Election of Directors and Officers
Section 1. One month before elections (1st Dec. meeting)), members nominate candidates for president, president-elect, secretary, treasurer, and sergeant-at-arms. The nominations may be presented by a nominating committee, by members from the floor, or both.

Section 2. The candidates who receive a majority of the votes (1st Meeting) for each office is declared elected to that office.

Section 3. If any officer or board member vacates his or her position, the remaining members of the board will appoint a replacement.

Section 4. Term of office for each role is one Rotary calendar year.
Section 5. Most recent past president leads the nomination committee for the next years selection.  
Article IV

Duties of Officers


Section 1.  President.  It shall be the duty of the president to preside at meetings of the club and board and to perform such other duties as ordinarily pertains to the office of president.

Section 2.  President-elect.  It shall be the duty of the president-elect to serve as a member of the board of directors of the club and to perform such other duties a may be prescribed by the president.

Section 3.  Secretary.  It shall be the duty of the secretary to keep records of membership, record of attendance at meetings and board meetings, record and preserve the minutes of such meetings, make the required reports to RI, including semiannual reports of membership, which shall be made to the general secretary of RI on January 1st and July 1st of each year, and including prorated reports to the general secretary on October 1st and April 1st of each active member who has been elected to membership in the club since the start of the July or January semiannual reporting period, the report of changes in membership, which shall be made to the general secretary of RI, and perform such other duties as usually pertains to the office of secretary.

Section 4.  Treasurer.  It shall be the duty of the treasurer to have custody of all funds, accounting for the same each monthly board meeting, and to perform such other duties as usually pertain to the office of treasurer.  Upon retirement from office, the treasurer shall turn over to the incoming treasurer or to the president all funds, books of account or any other club property.
Section 5.  Sergeant-at-Arms.  The duties of the sergeant-at-arms shall be prescribed by the president or the board.


Article V 
Meetings

Section 1.  Annual Meeting.  An annual meeting of the club shall be held not later that the first Tuesday in January of each year, at which time the election of officers and directors to serve for the ensuing year shall take place.

Section 2. Monthly Meetings.  Club will meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month.  Due notice of any changes in or canceling of the regular meeting shall be given to all members of the club.
Section 3.  One third of the membership shall constitute a quorum at the annual and regular meetings of this club.

Section 4.  Regular meeting of the board shall be held at least monthly at a time and place as chosen by the board and announced to the membership in advance. 

Section 5. A majority of the board members shall constitute a quorum of the board.

Article VI

 Fees and Dues

Section 1. The admission fee shall be as from time to time adjusted by the board, to be paid before an applicant can qualify as a member.

Section 2.  The membership dues shall be as from time to time adjusted by the board, half of which shall be due and payable on July 1st of each year and half of which shall be due and payable on January 1st of each year.  The dues for any new members joining the club during the Rotary year shall be prorated as appropriate.

Article VII

Method of Voting

The business of this club shall be transacted viva voce except that the election of directors and officers shall be transacted by ballot whenever there is more than one candidate for any office.

Article VIII
Committees and Sub-committees
Section 1.  General

(a) The president shall, subject to the approval of the board, appoint the following standing committees:

Community Service Committee

Vocational Service Committee

Club Service Committee

International Committee

The Rotary Foundation Committee

(b) The Community Service Committee, Vocational Service Committee, Club Service Committee, International Committee and the Foundation Committee shall consist of a chairman who shall be named by the president and become a member of the club board.

Section 2.  Community Service Committee

Section 3.  Vocational Service Committee

Section 4.
Club Service Committee

Section 5.
International Committee

Section 6. The Rotary Foundation Committee


Article IX

Leave of Absence 
Upon written application to the board, setting forth good and sufficient cause, leave of absence may be granted excusing a member from attending the meetings of the club for a specified length of time.

Article X

Membership Termination or Transfer 
Written notification to be sent to the club Secretary.  Once it is determined if there are any outstanding dues, the Secretary will terminate the member in DACdb and notify the club.  If the member is on a board, the Treasurer will need to remove access to any bank accounts, if applicable.    

Article XI

Finances

Section 1. Club funds shall be categorized as operations or charitable/service.  Prior to the beginning of each year the president shall prepare an estimate if operational income/expenditures and club fundraising goals for the year.

Section 2.  The treasurer shall deposit all funds in a bank, named by the board.


Article XII

Method of Electing Members

Section 1. The name of a prospective member, proposed by an active member of the club, shall be submitted to the board in writing, through the club secretary.

Section 2.
The club shall approve or disapprove the proposal within 7 days of its submission, and shall notify the proposer, through the club secretary, of its decision.

Section 3. The club shall be notified, by the club secretary, of the proposed new members information.  If no written objection is received with-in 7 days, the prospective member upon paying admission fee and informed of the purposes of Rotary and of the privileges and responsibilities of membership, shall become a new member.
Section 4.  If any objection to proposed new member is received by the board, the matter shall be resolved at the next board meeting.  If approved, despite the objection, the proposed member shall be considered elected to membership.

Section 5.  Following such election, the president shall arrange for the new member’s induction and further orientation, and the club secretary shall issue a membership badge and shall report such action to RI.
Section 6. New member red badges.  
New members will receive a red badge until they complete the following items.  

1. Greeter 

2. Join a committee 

3. Attend a board meeting and/or meet with a board member to discuss their role and board.

4. Bio/speech and give a 5-minute speech about themselves
5. Attend another club meeting. 
6. Pay initiation and dues
No resolution or motion to commit this club on any matter shall be considered by the club until it has been considered by the board. Such resolutions or motions, if offered at a club meeting, shall be referred to the board without discussion.

Article XIII

Order of Business

Meeting called to order.

Pledge of Allegiance

Introduction of visiting Rotarians

Introduction of guests of Rotarians

Correspondence and announcements

Committee reports, if any

Address or other program features

Adjournment


Article XIV

Amendments

These bylaws may be amended at any regular meeting, a quorum being present, by a two-thirds vote of all members present, provided that notice of such proposed amendment shall have been distributed to each member at least ten days before such meeting.  No amendment or addition to these bylaws can be made which is not in harmony the constitution and bylaws of RI.

Adopted by the Membership

