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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Reminder: Our Berry Sales have been going on for about
seven years now and we’re proud to have Mountain Star as
this year’s bene ciary of our fundraiser. Mountain Star
( h ps://mtstar.org/aboutus/ ) is on a mission to prevent
child abuse and neglect through community support and
therapeu c services that help vulnerable children and
families succeed.
Thank you to everyone for all that we do. Let’s con nue to
be The Leading Service Organiza on in Redmond by making
the most of every opportunity!
~ President Keever

Next Club Meetings
June 17, 2021 Weekly Gathering via ZOOM
Speaker – Hannah Grandey, BeSMARTforKids.org
June 24, 2021 Weekly Gathering via ZOOM
Speaker – Jus n Matecjek, Veteran Adventure Group
July 1, 2021 Weekly Gathering HYBRID Mee ng
Speaker – Jessie Evans, Department of Defense
July 8, 2021 Weekly Gathering HYBRID Mee ng
Monthly Business Mee ng
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July 15, 2021 Weekly Gathering HYBRID Mee ng
Jeremy Green, COCC Madras/Redmond Campus Director
and Stephanie Goetsch, COCC Program Manager
for Con nuing Educa on
tt

FOR MEMBERS - BY MEMBERS

Trash Talk

A real celebra on is ahead of us to
close out our Rotary calendar year.
We will be mee ng at one of our
newest club member’s Smith Rock
adjacent home to enjoy some
fellowship, memories, good food, and
some recogni on. There are three
things that you do at the end of every
season: You Re ect, you Recognize,
and you Give Thanks. This BBQ out at the park is our
chance to enjoy the relief we’re experiencing from the
ever-present COVID restric ons in our State. We hope to
resume some normalcy in our weekly club mee ngs and
are excited to o er a hybrid solu on beginning in July!
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Rotary

Club of
Redmond

Three club members did a sweep for li er along 6th
Street and Black Bu e Streets downtown last week.
Many thanks to Dennis Tooley and Becky Lu Hummer for
helping our Adopt-a-Road chair Butch Henry keep our
business area
sparkling. This was
Dennis’s rst me for
helping the club with
this ac vity, but he is
no stranger to trash,
he says, having
sponsored some
sec ons with wife
Penny in the past.
Butch had everything set up for easy pick-up, which took
about 90 minutes total. The crew elicited a few honks of
thanks from cars driving through and even had one stop
to inquire what group was working so she knew who to
thank. What a great way to keep our Rotary brand visible
in the community!

Berry Sales Still Going
The strawberries have been sold and the delivery
schedule is set for Friday, June 25th for customers to pick
up their orders in Redmond at the Wilco parking lot.
Bend customers will go
to the Staples parking
lot that day. Volunteers
will sta both sites from
4 PM – 7 PM.
There is s ll me - but
not much - for ge ng
yo u r b l u e b e r r y a n d
marionberry orders in. That deadline is coming up, with
berries currently slated for delivery in mid-July. Our
website lists June 18th as the last day to order, but our
Berry Leader Paul says we can squeeze more orders in
un l he says stop. Let’s sweeten that pot that will help
Mountain Star Relief Nursery ful ll their mission by
con nuing to sell un l me runs out.

for the 4H/Carnival and North Gate (Rodeo). Four
volunteers per shi are needed for the Main Gate.

Sunday, June 27th, is the date for our Annual Rotary BBQ,
complete with ribs, chicken and all the xings. This is the
me to celebrate our club’s accomplishments and thank
our outgoing leaders for their e orts on the club’s behalf.
T h i s y e a r, t h e
outdoor venue will
be hosted by
member Jessie
Evans, who lives
across the street
from the Smith Rock
State Park RV
parking lot.

There are two roles that work together. The Taker and
Seller roles are fairly self-explanatory in name. Training is
provided for each of the roles, with plenty of support from
Captains.
Condi ons during a given shi re ect our beloved
Redmond weather….some cold, windy, then maybe hot as
blazes by the end of a shi . Volunteers are supported with
water, shade, and a sea ng area for breaks. Much of the
Captain’s role is to provide support to the Takers and
Sellers, including aid in answering ques ons and covering
someone while on break.

Look for President Keever’s email reques ng members
RSVP, and be sure to respond. Here are the details:
Date/Time: June 27, 4:30 PM
Where: 9510 NE Crooker River Drive, Terrebonne
Parking: Host Jessie requests guests park in Smith Rocks
State Park, adjacent to her place. Fee is $5 for a daily pass
(kiosk available for purchase on-site) or remember your
annual State Park pass
Food and Drink: All food and beverages are provided at no
cost to members, including variety of alcoholic and nonalcoholic drinks
Who: Club members and families (including kiddos!),
guests – all are welcome, please RSVP to help with
expected a endance
This is an outdoor venue, but there will be shade/cover.
Dress central Oregon-style (comfy with op ons for layering
as weather dictates) SEE YOU ALL THERE!

Fair for ALL Concerned
Sign-ups for coverage at
this year’s fair gates is
going well, with over 50%
of the slots lled. Right
now, morning shi s are
lling up the fastest
throughout the 5-day
coverage. Captains have
been selected, and
coordina on is happening
with the fair’s coordinator, Geo Hinds.
For those who have not worked the fair gates before (and
there are many of us who fall into that category, due to the
membership growth our club has experienced), here is a
mini version of what to expect:
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There are mul ple gates and shi s each day that need
coverage. Depending on the expected tra c through each
gate, each shi will need at least two volunteers per shi
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Club Picnic Deets

This is a cri cal fundraiser for our club, and it was sorely
missed last year when the fair was canceled. Besides the
nancial boost to the club for providing this coverage, the
branding bene ts are huge. Just imagine the number of
a endees who see those Rotarians at Work shirts all over
the place!
Updates on the sign-ups will con nue throughout the next
few weeks. If you have been wai ng to learn more about
this opportunity, talk with Tyler or Keever, who can answer
speci c ques ons about what’s involved.
It’s about me to get Back in the Saddle, don’t you think?

Scholarships Awarded
The club’s Scholarship commi ee
members held interviews in May and
awarded each of the gradua ng
seniors listed below $1,000
scholarships. Applica ons received
numbered less than in pre-COVID
years, but the group was pleased with the process despite
juggling ZOOM versus in-person se ngs. Many thanks to
the club members who par cipated in the interviews.
Scholarship Chair Sco Holmberg, Butch Henry, President
Keever, and Spike Biggers.
Congratula ons to the following recipients:
From Central Chris an: Syvanna Kasowski
From Redmond H.S.: Madyson Dove - Kagen Lawrence Aus n Osborne - Skyler Jones - Olivia Du
Jaden Robertson - Jessica Simpson (Agriculture Award*)
From Redmond Pro ciency Academy: Emily Pedrazzi
Megan Bendele - Elias Tollefson - Darian Breitling
From Ridgeview H.S.: Logan Dietz - Suzanna Kay Weber
Rebekah O’Neil - Ellie Anne Goeman - Scout Kernu
and Cole Jackson
*Designated scholarship for student
pursuing agricultural studies, new this year

According to his member pro le in DACdb, Tom joined
our club early last year, right before the pandemic
forced us into a pool of virtual events. It doesn’t give
any hint of the splash Tom made back in 1993, when
he landed in central Oregon
fresh out of Pepperdine and
headed for Sun Valley. His
story may seem familiar to
those who found this area by
happenstance. Tom’s history
with Redmond Rotary, with
local businesses, and with a
local girl who worked at what
was then the Bank of the
Cascades takes us to the deep
end of the pool, so to speak, and tells us Tom is no
stranger to our local community.
Tom’s brother was already in Redmond, having
relocated the year before after graduating from
Pepperdine. They grew up not far from there in
Newport Beach, California. Eager to get to a place
where hunting and shing opportunities were
abundant, Tom stopped by to visit on his way to Idaho.
He never left, and his folks followed along a year later.
For this Eagle Scout, this region had everything he
was looking for, so he stopped looking, even after his
brother migrated later to Montana.
His rst job was with Hayden Homes as a project
manager. While working there, Tom met and married
Valerie, whose family had deep ties to Redmond. After
several years, Tom was ready to plunge into building
his own construction company, mostly residential and
some commercial jobs. In 2013, he became the
Redmond Plant Manager for Nosler, Inc., (click on
name for brief company history) where his construction
knowledge helped the ammo/component
manufacturing company through construction, opening
and management of their new Redmond facility
Tom once again felt the pull of being his own boss
again after seven years with Nosler, but not as a
contractor. He dove into real estate, where he remains
active today as a broker with Fred Real Estate Group,
specializing in “resi-mercial”, serving both residential
and commercial clients.
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You may think Tom’s time in Oregon was all about
business, but you’d be all wet. Back to his growing up
years, Tom and his older brother were into water polo.
Throughout high school and college, they were
coached by Olympic-level coaches and completed at
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Tom Nichols 4x4

high levels. If you want to be schooled in local water
polo club teams here in central Oregon (yes, they
exist!), talk to Tom. He has coached boys and girls
teams from Redmond, Ridgeview and Summit high
schools for years, some including his own kids, and
currently serves as the Ridgeview teams coach. As busy
as the real estate biz is right now, he took the time to
livestream watch a LOT of water polo last fall, a glimmer
of positive outcomes from enforced sheltering-in-place
during the pandemic
Tom’s love for the outdoors is re ected in his spare time
activities, where he enjoys practicing with his sons
shooting trap (they compete each spring) and hunting
deer and elk. Each fall he leads a few hunting groups on
trips in eastern Oregon as a professional guide
Now for the big reveal regarding Tom’s experience with
the club. You see, this isn’t his rst lap around the pool
with Redmond Rotary. In fact, Tom joined the club the
rst time almost 20 years ago, invited to a lunch by
member Jeff Casserly. Sponsored by a former member
(Tom Schnell), Tom enjoyed his time with the club,
including a stint as president in 2012-2013. Work
con icts caused him to take a pause while at Nosler, but
Tom is glad to be back. He can’t wait to attend in-person
meetings
Tom and Valerie will celebrate 25 years of marriage in
August. It’s clear in listening to Tom that he invests his
time in things important to him: active involvement with
family, serving our community, and enjoying the
outdoors life. Daughter Hannah works for Hayden
Homes, while his twin sons will enter Ridgeview High as
juniors this fall. Valerie works for the City of Redmond
as a Permit Technician, currently stationed at home.
Welcome back to the club, Tom!

Save the Dates
Please put these dates in your calendars for
some quality fellowship me and some mes
raising dough for our club projects!
June 27 – Club Picnic (Year End Celebra on), Terrebonne
July 28 – August 1 – Deschutes Co Fair concession fundraiser
August 6 Desert Rose Invita onal Golf Tournament
August 26 – 28 D5110 Conference Celebra on 2021
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