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October 2023
Welcome to our Friends of Rotary Newsletter.  Our objective of this newsletter remains to raise the awareness of what our Battle Ground Rotary Club’s (BGRC) programs are each week and what dates and activities our club is organizing.  
By providing a forward-looking newsletter, we are hoping to:
· Raise community awareness of what the Battle Ground Rotary Club is focused on.
· Encourage our readers to come to a meeting, meet us and take advantage of the information being provided.
· Encourage our readers to participate in our Community Service projects.
Words from the editor
Hi friends!  Becky and I just got back from the “trip of a lifetime”.a wonderful experience.    We spent almost a month traveling France and Italy and Iceland with my brother-in-law and his wife.  That is my excuse for this late newsletter. 	Comment by Becky Hanenkrat: I rewrote this and hope you think its ok.  I tried to shape it into something that was a little less patriotic, and a little more explanatory and grateful.  I found the patriotic tone to be too strong.  Sacrifice and bloodshed is not at all unique to the USA.  They all did it too…
As we traveled and visited capitals and buildings that are significantly older than our country, it made me realize just how lucky we are but also how ‘new’ we are as a country.  These countries we visited have deep cultures shaped by a history of religion, wars, and leadership that is hard to fathom for us.  Their history became that were the cradle of our culturesbeliefs, laws and systems that have evolved through sacrifice and the shedding of bloodto become our unique land of opportunity, the United States.  While visiting Europe and seeing the history was great, I am so still thankful that I live in this day, time and place. 
I’m bringing this to light due to as our western cultures evolve, I want us to remember that we live in a time where we can make a difference and it isn’t just about us..  We live in a unique country that has sacrificed for the good of others at home and abroad.  So many have paid the ultimate price for our freedom.	Comment by Becky Hanenkrat: Just be aware that not everyone believes as you do on this statement.  There are many to believe that the US has INTERVENED in places they should never have gone, and have manipulated the power structures in countries across the globe.  Not unlike a lot of other countries, but it isn’t all good.  I would recommend tempering this statement, or just leaving it OUT.  
As a Rotarian, I belong to an amazing international organization of leaders who work hard to promote peace, address disasters, educate, end poverty and build community all across the globe, in face of cultural differences.  through the gifts of those who died securing our liberties to do what we see as needing to be done.  May we team with our local and international communities and friends to live our lives that are driven by a primary purpose:  the desire to help our fellow man.  Let this purpose be driven guided by respecting our differences and talents for the betterment of all. 	Comment by Becky Hanenkrat: This was a little too US focused with the words of “liberty” and the sentence didn’t make sense.  I broadened the scope to focus on what Rotary does worldwide, and made it more of a statement of hope globally.  
I hope this newsletter is a reminder that you can and are making a difference.


 



October is Rotary Economic and Community Development Month 	
[image: ]This month is dedicated to promoting economic growth and development in communities around the world. The United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals encourage us to focus on ending poverty, promoting gender equality, creating decent work and economic growth for all, and creating sustainable cities and communities. 
Rotary International supports investments in people to create measurable and enduring economic improvement in their lives and communities. The Rotary Foundation enables Rotarians to invest in people by creating sustainable, measurable, and long-term economic improvements in their communities and livelihoods by:
1. Building the capacity of entrepreneurs, community leaders, local organizations, and community networks to support economic development in impoverished communities.
2. Developing opportunities for productive work.
3. Reducing poverty in under-served communities.
4. Supporting studies for career-minded professionals related to economic and community development 
October – Shine the light – Scholarships in Guatemala 
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Description automatically generated]Battle Ground Rotary has teamed with our Rotary District to provide scholarships for children in families that cannot afford to send their children to school in Coatepeque Guatemala. 
We do this by Pproviding secondary education students with books and backpacks,. and other school supplies. It all started in In 1996, when three Rotarians, one each from RC Canby, RC Lake Oswego, and RC Portland first visited a village called San Rafael Pacaya Uno 4.2 miles outside of the southwestern town of Coatepeqgue, Guatemala. 
It took over an hour to traverse a rutted road to meet with villagers and their local Mayor (whose office was in a one room jail). Villagers wanted to talk about their need for clean water. With that request came the first project in Guatemala for the three District 5100 clubs. On that visitation day, the three Rotarians visited the local elementary school where now sits the elementary school with village children were attending first through sixth grade. Besides clean water, village parents wanted to know if Rotarians could help with educating their youth beyond sixth grade.  As a result of that request,  Ultimately, the school called San Rafael Pacaya Uno now houses elementary children in the morning and secondary education students (7th, 8th, and 9th grades) in the afternoon. 	Comment by Becky Hanenkrat: This was confusing.  If it was the local elementary school then, you don’t need the “where now sits” part of the sentence.  It seems redundant
Since those early days, our District 5100 clubs along with the RC Coatepeque Rotarians, have provided the village with clean water through a water tower and the municipality hooking up aprovides a water distribution system to village adobe homes. The school now has had fresh paint several times, a principal’s office with teacher storage units, a play area with a basketball court, and latrines (now in the process of being greatly upgraded). The original Rotarians and clubs insisted on scholarships going to both boys and girls (50-50). In the first year, there were 6 boys and 4 girls. Since then, half of the scholarship students have been girls. A female graduate of the first class is now a teacher at the school as are 5 other former students. 
As a result of these efforts, many Ggirls no longer get pregnant as young teenagers, having to stay home to care for their child and siblings so that their mother can work.  Many Bboys are not just working in rubber plantations or as street vendors with their fathers at a young age. This successful education project has changed lives for the surrounding small communities by creating opportunities for poor families by,  building a better future for students, their families, and their community.
This successful education project has changed lives for small communities by creating opportunities for poor families by building a better future for students, their families, and their community. 
For more information or if you would like to help support this effort please contact, 
John McGuire at 208-891-3198, or johnjmcg@q.com

Our October meetings and topics are posted on our website and on Facebook, typically 2-3 days prior to the meeting. 
Hold the Dates. 
October 4th Club Social at 5:30-6:30 
October 11th
October 18 th
October 18th Next FOWW meeting (after the club meeting)
October 25th
November 8th FOWW meeting (after the club meeting)
November 22th FOWW meeting (after the club meeting)
November 26th Wreath Building at Hanenkrat’s


SAVE THE DATE:

November 29th Festival of Wreaths and Wine On-Line Auction Starts November 29th.  Live Event is Dec 2nd at the BG Community Center!
Tickets will go on sale Nov 1
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BGRC Club Member Anniversaries    
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Club Member Birthdays
Ron Berst October 15th






Our Tradition is to end each meeting by reciting Rotary’s 4 Way Test, so I will end each newsletter with this…
[image: ]
These are tests that we challenge ourselves to live by as Rotarians.  But above that we commit to “Service Above Self”, which is Rotary’s motto.   This is who we are. We invite you to check us out by participating in one of our projects or attending a meeting.
See you soon hopefully!

[image: ]We meet at: 
Galeotti’s Wine Cellar 
715 East Main Street
Battle Ground, WA 98604 

When:  Wednesdays from 5:00 to 6:30 PM
Social from 5:00 to 5:30 PM
Meeting starts at 5:30 PM
BGRC Facebook Link
BGRC Webpage Link
For more information or to be removed from this mailing list, please call:
Dan Hanenkrat 360-907-4491
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2023 BGRC's Festival of Wreaths and Wine

ONLINE AUCTION TO INCLUDE
25 CUSTOM DECORATED WREATHS,
MERCHANDISE AND SERVICES

LIVE EVENT FEATURES
MUSIC BY RICKY LEE JACKSON
DINNER, WINE TOSS, WINE TASTING, AND
SILENT AUCTION ITEMS
R |

Questions? Call or email Dan Hanenkrat

dphanenkrat@gmail.com | 360-907-4491
AUCTION DETAILS AND TICKETS FOR THE LIVE EVENT WILL BE

AVAILABLE AT HTTP://WWW.BATTLEGROUNDROTARY.ORG AFTER
NOV 1
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The 4-Way Test

of things we do and say:

1. Isit the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?

3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER
FRIENDSHIPS?

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
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SERVE TO CHANGE LIVES
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