
Friends of the 
Columbia Gorge 

Working to ensure that the beautiful and wild Columbia Gorge 
remains a place apart, an unspoiled treasure for generations to come.  













Oil Trains in the  

Columbia River Gorge: 



Oil, 

Coal & 

Gas 

Rail and 

Pipeline 

Routes  





 

Railroads are 

moving 

57 times  

more oil annually 

than they were 

during the period 

from 2005 to 

2009. 



Violatility of Bakken Oil 

• Bakken oil has 
the violability of 
propane  

• Oil is not refined 
on site, cheaper 
to ship and then 
refine 

 





Lac-Mégantic, Quebec – July 2013 



Aliceville, Alabama – November 2013 



Casselton, ND – December 2013 



 

CPC 1232 - Safer rail cars? 
 

 

 



Lynchburg, VA – April 2014 



Gogama, Ontario 

February 2015 

March 2015 



Mount Carbon, WV – February 2015 



Galena, Illinois – March 2015 



 

•Currently two to 

three per day  



Oregon rail expansion 







Oil Trains on Deschutes River 



Oil Trains Pass by Schools 



Local Communities 



 

•Currently two to 

three per day  

•Up to 30 per day 



 

Proposed oil-

by-rail projects 

in the Pacific 

Northwest  



Vancouver Tesoro Terminal - 

Largest oil by rail terminal in the US 



  The Vancouver Waterfront 

• Former industrial site 

• $1.3 billion investment  

• 2,500 permanent jobs vs. 50 for terminal 

• Office, retail, green space, public access 



Railroad’s clean up plan 

“Let the oil float down to the 
next dam and clean it up 

there.” 
 -BNSF Hazardous Materials 

Director on about railroad’s clean up 

plan if  a derailment/spill occurred 

in the Columbia Gorge. 

Oil Train Forum, July 23, 2014, 

White Salmon, WA.  



President Obama speaks out 

 "There is no place 
prettier than the Pacific 
Northwest and we can't 
afford a spill that could 
end up having a 
devastating effect on 
some of our most 
beautiful landscapes.” 

 
-Interview with KGW-8 reporter Laural Porter, 

April 2, 2015 



Federal Agencies 

1. USDOT drafted new safety 
rules, but expect up to 15 oil 
train accidents per year under 
new rules 

2. National Transportation Safety 
Board called rules too weak 
 



Oregon Senators 



Washington Senators 

Senators Murray and Cantwell 
introduce 2015 bill: 

•Ban dangerous rail tank cars  

•Require reduced volatility of oil 
shipped in rail cars.  

•Sen. Cantwell: “Get them off 
the tracks now.” 

 



Friends calls for safer oil-by-rail transport 

 

1.Ensure Coast Guard and EPA evaluate impacts 

of  oil-by-rail expansion on endangered species. 

2.Called on USDOT to adopt stronger oil-train 

safety rules. 

3.Update oil spill response plans. 

4.Petition for emergency rule and comprehensive 

oil spill response plans. 
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