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Mark Waller was born in New York City in 1950. 
After attending high school in New England, he decided to attend Reed College[1968-1970] after 
a phone interview with Peter Jurney who worked in admissions at Reed at the time. 
  
College years included a focus on political science, time in the merchant marine, working as a 
mountain guide in the Sierras, Wind Rivers and Sawtooths and some acting adventures in New 
York and Europe. 
  
After a winter of sitting practice at a Tibetan Buddhist retreat center in the Colorado Rockies, 
Mark started a gift and precious jewelry business with his ex-wife Claire and lived in Bandon 
during the 70’s.  
  
Mark started BridgeWorks Capital in 1985.  BridgeWorks focuses on financing, growing and 
supporting venture to mid stage enterprises.  Companies have included technology platforms 
licensed from National Labs, and many companies focused on software, medical devices, natural 
resource and clean technology.  In the last decade,  BridgeWorks has raised @ 500MM to build 
solar manufacturing businesses---two were listed on NASDAQ and PrimeStar Solar, which Mark 
co-founded in 2006, was chosen as the General Electric Company’s solar manufacturing 
platform in 2007.  Mark served as a Director from inception until the ultimate sale to GE in 2011 
and as Chairman for two years.  PrimeStar GE participated in the global race for improved 
efficiency and lower cost energy and held world records for thin film, Cadmium Telluride solar 
panel efficiency  multiple times. 



In Rotary, Mark cofounded the Portland Metro Rotary, served as its second President and served 
District 5100 for two years as Membership Chair.  In @ 2000, Mark transferred to LO Rotary.  He 
has served our club twice on the Board, as Sergeant at Arms, and as the first and current Chair 
of the Peacebuilder Committee. 
  
In the community, Mark served/serves on the boards of the National College of Natural 
Medicine[terms as Vice Chair and Chair, helped start the research department], The NW Tibetan 
Cultural Assoc[co-hosted Dalai Lama’s PDX visit in 2001], Friends of the Columbia 
Gorge,  Clackamas Women’s Services, Self Enhancement Inc,  Oregon Environmental Council, 
Portland Habitat[past Board Chair, initiated a 12MM successful Capital Campaign], Maitripa 
College[co-hosted another PDX visit by the Dalai Lama in 2013], Kiddazzle Dental 
Services……and  has been an active member of the Mt Hood Ski Patrol for the last 12 years. 
  
Mark lives in Lake Oswego with his partner Gai[huge thanks to many in this club who assisted in 
Gail’s recovery from a car/bike accident last August] and an Aussie named Jake.  His daughter, 
Sarah, works in the TV and movie business in Los Angeles. 



Mark Waller – 2 Truths & 1 Lie 

• Mark  climbed all of the Three Sisters in one day, solo. 
 
• Mark hosted Senator Obama when he first visited 

Portland in the 2008 election year and then served on 
the incoming administration’s Clean Tech Advisory 
Group which advised Obama’s team on climate change 
policy priorities. 

 
• On April 9, 1968, Mark marched in Martin Luther King’s 

funeral procession in Atlanta from the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, where King and his father preached, to 
Morehouse College, King’s Alma Mater. 
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Wine Monday Host 

Thank You for your supporting 
  Rotary and The Lobster Feed 



February 3, 2016 at 5:30 PM 
$20 per ticket ($10 tax deductable) 
Wine tasting, Hors D'Ouevres, Door Prizes and 
Raffle! World Class Wines will once again pour 
hidden treasures from local wineries, California 
wineries and International wineries. Proceeds 
benefit Lakewood Center & Rotary's 2016 Lobster 
Feed & Charity Auction. Event will be held at the 
Lakewood Center for the Arts Community Meeting 
Room, lower level. Buy tickets today! 

WINE TASTING BENEFIT FOR THE 2016 LOBSTER FEED & CHARITY AUCTION 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 at 5:30pm. Lakewood Center 

$20 per ticket ($10 tax 
deductible) 
Wine tasting, Hors 
D'Ouevres, Door Prizes 
and Raffle! World Class 
Wines will once again 
pour hidden treasures 
from local wineries, 
California wineries and 
International wineries.  

Buy tickets today!   At Rotary, at 
Lakewood Center, or online at:  
tickets@lakewood-center.org 
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Rotary.org – Peace Fellowship  

• ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

• The Rotary Peace Fellowship is designed for 
professionals with work experience in international 
relations or peace and conflict prevention and 
resolution. Our fellows are committed to community 
and international service and the pursuit of peace. 

• Applicants must also meet the following 
requirements: 

• Proficiency in English; proficiency in a second 
language is strongly recommended 

• Strong commitment to international understanding 
and peace as demonstrated through professional 
and academic achievements and personal or 
community service 

• Excellent leadership skills 

• Master's degree applicants: minimum three years of 
related full-time work or volunteer experience, 
bachelor's degree 

• Certificate applicants: minimum five years of related 
full-time work or volunteer experience, strong 
academic background 

• ELIGIBILITY RESTRICTIONS 
• Rotary Peace Fellowships may not be used for 

doctoral study. And the following people are not 
eligible for the master's degree program: 

• Active and honorary Rotary members 
• Employees of a Rotary club or district, Rotary 

International, or other Rotary entity 
• Spouses, lineal descendants (children or 

grandchildren by blood or legal adoption), 
spouses of lineal descendants, or ancestors 
(parents or grandparents by blood) of any living 
person in these categories 

• Former Rotary members and their relatives as 
described above (within 36 months of their 
resignation) 

• Recipients of Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarships 
or professional development certificate 
fellowships must wait three years after 
completion of the scholarship or fellowship to 
apply for the master's degree program. 

• Rotary Peace Fellows who have completed the 
master's degree program must wait five years to 
apply for the certificate program. 
 



STRATEGIC PLANNING FOR 
OUR CLUB 

This SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 
9AM-1PM 

At LAKEWOOD CENTER 
Contact:  Nell Diamond to sign 

up! 



How to achieve 50% Attendance 
Requirement by RI 

• Attend our Monday lunch meeting  

• Visit another Rotary club anywhere in our 
surrounding area or world – rotary.org to find 
locations and meeting times 

• Visit a Rotaract or Interact meeting 

• Attend a committee meeting or committee 
function 

• Attend First Tuesday or other social event 

• Online E-Club 







RPLIDDELL@COMCAST.NET 

BOB LIDDELL  

5100 


