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fact, the collective effort of everyone to make
small contributions with a lot of heart.
The size of the contribution is not what matters most.
The key is to have the heart to do it. How
wonderful it is that nobody needs wait a single
moment before starting to improve the world.

Celebrating and Getting to Know Rotaract
Fifty two years ago this month, in January 1968, Rotarians were looking for a way to promote Rotary to
college students and other young adults over the Interact age limit. The answer was Rotaract: a service
program for men and women 17 to 25 years, sponsored by local Rotary clubs.
The idea became reality that month when Rotary
approved the Rotaract proposal. Members of the
Rotary Club of Charlotte-North, North Carolina,
seized the opportunity to sponsor a Rotaract club.
That first was certified at the University of North
Carolina at Charlotte by mid-March of 1968 and
more Rotaract clubs formed in the U.S., Mexico and
Italy in weeks that followed. Little less than a year
later, Rotaract boasted more than 200 clubs in over
25 countries and geographic areas.
The age requirement has since changed, the growth of Rotaract exploded, and its initial contributions
multiplied many times over. Today — 10,106 clubs strong in 184 countries with 188,030 members — Rotaract
brings together young professionals and students committed to service and leadership in their communities
and abroad.
A few Rotaract facts and firsts for you to know and share in your District and clubs:
•

The name “Rotaract” is a blend of the words “Rotary” and “action.”

•

The unofficial Rotaract motto is “Fellowship Through Service.”

•

Interota is the only Rotary Board-recognized triennial Rotaract conference. It’s been hosted in various
cities worldwide every three years since the first in Vanderbijlpark, South Africa in 1981.

•

The first Rotaract Preconvention was held in conjunction with the 1989 Rotary International Convention
in Seoul, Korea.

•

World Rotaract Week was first observed in March 1993.

•

Rotary’s 2016 Council on Legislation gave Rotary clubs greater flexibility in the types of membership they
offer, including allowing dual membership in Rotary and Rotaract clubs.

•

Rotary’s 2019 Council on Legislation amended the RI Constitution to recognize Rotaract as a membership
type in Rotary.

What are your District and clubs doing to build on Rotaract membership? How are they recognizing the
contributions of Rotaract and its members? What
opportunity is there to add a club in your District, or to
support or initiate a Rotaract event? Rotaract is, after all,
a Rotary Club partner!

In The News
Congratulations are in order for several of our Zones 30 & 31 leaders...
•

Zone 31 RPIC Elizabeth Usovicz, named Rotary International Director Nominee, 2021-23

•

PDG David Bixler, named Zone 31 RPIC starting July 2

•

Zone 30 ARRFC Dan Ryan, named RRFC starting July 1

•

Zone 31 Rotary Coordinator Rita Esterly, named Training Leader at International Assembly

•

Alison Frye, D6600, recognized with Rotary International’s Avenues of Service Award

Hats off, as well, to four couples in Zones 30 and 31
recently recognized as new inductees in the Arch
Klumph Society (AKS) of The Rotary Foundation:
♦

Dee and Sue Boswell (Zone 31, D6510)

♦

Bill and Lucy Anne Walker (Zone 31, D6820)

♦

Ted and Angela Huffhines (Zone 31, D5830)

♦

Sam and Mary Adams (Zone 30, D6880)

Named after the sixth president of Rotary, the Arch
Klumph Society recognizes the Rotary Foundation’s
highest tier of donors — those who have contributed
$250,000 or more during their lifetimes. Sam Adams
is the first AKS inductee from D6880, as is Bill Walker from the state of Mississippi. Also of significant note is that our Heart of America zones represent four of
29 (or almost 15%) of AKS recipients most recently inducted worldwide. Kudos and thanks to these new inductees from our Zones for their continued generosity in support of The Rotary Foundation and its efforts.

Heart of America Coordinators
Rotary Coordinators
◊

Bob Callahan Jr., Zone 30, bcjr@callahanmail.com

◊

Rita Esterly, Zone 31, esterly.rotary6080@gmail.com

Rotary Foundation Coordinators (RRFC)
◊

Woody Northup, Zone 30, woodyn@radiosound.com

◊

Michael Nowobilski, Zone 31, nowobilski@midam-inc.com

Public Image Coordinators (RPIC)
◊

Chuck Barnett, Zone 30, chuckbarnett@gmail.com

◊

Elizabeth Usovicz, Zone 31, eusovicz@kc.rr.com

Waging Peace Financially Through Rotary
Martin Limbird, PDG 6560 (now with Fort Collins Colorado Rotary)
Peace Major Gift Initiative Committee of The Rotary Foundation
My Rotarian wife and I have been committed to peace and conflict resolution
since the 1960s when we both worked overseas. Mary Catherine was evacuated
from her teaching job in Cairo at the onset of the 1967 war and I served as a Peace
Corps volunteer in West Africa.
Our professional careers at U.S. universities provided means to continue our
commitment to these values, to raise our children and to provide a comfortable
middle-class life style into our retirement in 2010. Our modest investments included rental property which was not essential to our retirement plans. Mary
Catherine suggested we give the property to The Rotary Foundation to establish a Peace Center Fellowship.
Our grown children were consulted and heartily supported the idea.
The resulting gift served as seed money to encourage other fellow Fort Collins
Rotarians to make outright gifts and bequests now exceeding $1 million to support Peace Center Fellows. Our gift not only made us eligible for recognition as
Arch Klumph Fellows but also a means to amortize the gift over several years,
thereby reducing our federal tax obligations.
Since making our gift, we have become personally acquainted with two Peace
Center Fellows who benefitted thus far from our initiative. These personal links
give meaning to our decision to wage peace through support of the Rotary Peace
Centers now and beyond our years on this Earth.
Rotarians and others are invited to join us in making a Major Gift or Bequest to Rotary Peace Centers. For
more information, download this publication: hps://shop.rotary.org/peace-is-possible-brochure-850
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