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Registration for 2018 District Conference is now open!
Rotarians and guests of District 5110, we invite you to Ashland for the
district conference 2018 on May 4th-6th where Rotary Makes a
Difference! 
 
Be inspired by your fellow Rotarians, incredible Rotary youth and our
engaging speakers at this year's conference. Presentations include: Sharon
Miles, RI Representative; John Jorgenson, leader of the Gift of Literacy;
Wildfire preparedness; and even “Future proofing Rotary” by Jim Teece.
Club award presentations will happen Friday evening and individual
awards will be Saturday evening.
 
Why come to Ashland, Oregon? Ashland's Hospitality is second to none,
and Rotarians can look forward to fellowship, beautiful scenery and
amenities to fill your trip. Taste wines at one of the internationally award
winning wineries, experience Ashland's incredible culinary scene, and
grab a bite by an amazing chef. Connect with your friends as you stroll our
historic downtown and visit shops and galleries. See a play at the Tony
Award winning Oregon Shakespeare Festival, or take a nice walk in the
100 acre Lithia park. Take a hike in our watershed and learn why Ashland
is continuously ranked in the top 10 for trail running towns in America.
 
For more information, go to the district webpage and watch for more in
the district emails leading up to the conference! 
 

DTA 2018
By  LeAnn Mobley 2018-03-11



Register at:
click here for registration

http://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/Register/RegisterMe.cfm?EventID=77368335


Politics in District 5110 — Part Three: The District
Nominating Committee
By  Thomas E. Draggoo 2018-03-24

We began this series to
acquaint you with how clubs
can make their voices heard at
the District level regarding
proposed resolutions and,
indirectly by way of the District
Nominating Committee,
selection of the District
Governor Designee-Elect
(DGND). We know the clubs
select electors to represent their
clubs’ intentions at the District
Conference (May 4-6, 2018),
and that there is a credentialing
and vetting process to go
through.
 
Selection of the DGND is the
responsibility of the District
Nominating Committee. If

you’re interested in that whole process — and it is not a slam dunk! — see
Article VII of the District 5110 Policy Manual
(http://www.district5110.org/resource-page). For our purposes, we want
to know the club’s role in choosing four (4) of the members of the
Nominating Committee.
 
The DNC (not be be confused with a national political party) consists of
seven (7) persons who are members in good standing of Rotary Clubs in
District 5110. They must reside in the District, and three (3) of them are
the last three (3) Past District Governors (PDGs) of our District. The other
four (4) members must have served as a Club President or Assistant
Governor in the past seven (7) years.
The District is divided into four areas with approximately equal numbers
of Rotarians, and each of the four DNC members comes from one of the
areas. Right away you can see a problem: each Area has to come up with at
least one candidate from a pretty short list of qualified people.
Fortunately, the term of service is only one year (though a person can
serve up to a maximum of three consecutive years) and the DNC normally
meets only once annually in the Fall.
 

http://www.district5110.org/resource-page


 
No less than thirty (30) days prior to the District Conference, clubs and
the DG will receive (via email) names and short biographies of all the
eligible and willing candidates for the DNC. If only one eligible and willing
candidate is available from an area, the DG shall certify that candidate as
a member of the DNC. However, if more than one candidate is available
from an area, the certified electors from that area will exercise their votes
at the District Conference on behalf of their clubs. All votes from a club
with more than one vote shall be cast for the same candidate.
 
There are provisions in Article VI of the D5110 Policy Manual to cover
contingencies such as vacancies. It should go without saying that a DNC
member cannot simultaneously be a candidate for DGND, and vice versa.
 
We still have a few areas to cover such as resolutions and the Council on
Legislation, so stay tuned for more regarding Politics in District 5110!

Resolutions
By  John G. Cox 2018-03-25

The District Policy Manual
(DPM) requires that any
resolution to be considered at
the District Conference be
submitted to the clubs “at least
one month prior to the District
Conference.” Since the District
Conference begins May 4 and
since the Resolution committee
must review all potential
resolutions before they are sent
to the clubs, any resolutions

will need to be in to  John G. Cox, Resolution chair, by April 4, 2018.
Earlier noticed about this deadline have been published earlier in 2018.

RLI
By  Tim Mobley 2018-03-25

The first ever, two-day Rotary
Leadership Institute (RLI) took
place in Springfield. The 15
participants from Eugene area
clubs, Toledo, Illinois Valley,
and Grants Pass celebrated
with roses and champagne.
Congratulations for a job well
done. Watch for more weekend



RLI courses to be set next fall in
a town near you. Don’t be left
out of this fun and informative
course that builds leaders and
vibrant clubs!

GSE Team Responds to Experiences In Guatemala
By  Rae LaMarche 2018-03-18

Well, after three weeks traveling with Rotarians in Guatemala and making
both cultural and vocational visits as part of the GSE program, the value of
the program is evident to THIS team. We all wish to thank District 5110
for continuing to fund and encourage the Group Study Exchange Program.
Following are responses from this year's team members: Mandy Elder
(Roseburg), Kimberly Forrest (Southtowne/Eugene Rotary), and Alexis
Screen (Springfield Rotary).

 

Greetings fellow District 5110 Rotarians!
My name is Alexis Screen and outside of my Rotary life, I teach 5th
grade at dual-language Spanish Immersion School. It is because of
Rotary that I am able to teach in Spanish, after spending a year in
Ecuador as a Rotary Youth Exchange student in 2001. Seventeen years
later, Group Study Exchange has given me the opportunity to combine
my passion for teaching and traveling while building goodwill and
better friendships.
In Guatemala I was able to visit a number of elementary schools and
learn about how a country with 23+ indigenous languages implements
bilingual education. In rural areas Spanish is often the second language
being learned and in larger cities there are many Spanish/English
programs. Every student has the right to an education in their native
language; unfortunately they don’t always have enough trained
teachers in those languages to teach them. 
Some of the Rotary project schools that we visited had teachers who
could speak k’iche’, q’eqchi’, or itza’ but the programs only went until the
first or second grade then transitioned to Spanish only. Each school was
unique and full of loving kids who made me want to stay and play all
day. One of my favorite visits was when we got to observe the
teacher-training program of CoED. Trainers go into classrooms, provide
curriculum, and work with the teachers on how to get students engaged
in reading. I would love to return and volunteer with them someday!
One of the reasons I love Rotary so much is because no matter where you
are, when you’re with other Rotarians you feel at home. It’s our passion
to serve that unites us and I can now say that I have an extended family
in Guatemala. I’m so thankful to have had this opportunity to learn and

http://www.coeduc.org/help/rotarypartners.html
http://www.coeduc.org/help/rotarypartners.html


grow both personally and professionally and look forward to sharing
more of our adventures with you at the District Conference.

Click here to visit our GSE Team Facebook page and see more photos.

Kim Forrest
A key takeaway from the trip about Rotary’s work in Guatemala was
understanding the extensive reforestation projects that clubs throughout
the country are undertaking to combat the widespread trend of
deforestation caused by extreme poverty, population growth, and poor
agricultural practices. Due to a government program incentivizing
reforestation by means of cash compensation for planting and keeping
trees, Rotary clubs are working with communities to fund reforestation
in decimated areas such as Coban, Xela, and Los Amates. These projects
will provide long-term sustainable income to communities through
government payments, nursery projects, timber sales, and potentially
even carbon credit sales options. These projects help to restore
watersheds in areas of Guatemala where locals rely on river water for
daily uses, prevent erosion, and provide habitat for endangered animals
like the resplendent quetzal.

https://www.facebook.com/orguategse2018/
http://www.facebook.com/orguategse2018/
http://www.facebook.com/orguategse2018/


Mandy Elder
Thanks to the generosity of our hosts throughout Guatemala I have a
much deeper understanding of the diversity and complexity of the
country’s education system, economics, hopes, and challenges. As this
was my first experience with Rotary ever, Group Study Exchange has
given me an appreciation for the work of Rotarians in my home
community and globally as well as the power of fellowship, friendship,
and connection across borders. I’ve begun to think about the challenges
in my own community differently, especially with regards to access to
technology in schools and cross-sectoral collaborations to increase
academic outcomes. I hope that as my own career path unfolds, I will
continue to incorporate learning from our new Guatemalan friends and
create linkages with my local Rotary Clubs and District.

The incoming team will arrive from Guatemala on May 1. After joining us
at our District Conference, they will visit Rotary clubs in Southern
Oregon, Central Oregon, Albany, Lincoln City and Eugene. The team
includes 2 young women, two young men and their leader. Please consider
hosting one of these fabulous people (we met all of them and they are
incredible and speak English). 

 Hope to see you at the District Training Assembly on April 7 or at the
District Conference May 3-5. 

 

Nayen Gold Award
By  Knut Torvik 2018-03-24



District 5110’s youth exchange committee was awarded a Gold Award at
the North American Youth Exchange Network (NAYEN) conference in
Omaha, Nebraska last weekend. Pictured here are Paul Reagan (NAYEN
President), Knut Torvik (Roseburg Morning), Bill Zelenka (Crook
County), Charlie Kocher (Brookings Harbor), Curt Rymer (Bend
Mt.Bachelor), Jim Calvert (Klamath County) and Mark Agsten (Roseburg
Morning).

RYLA Update
By  Lori Fleck 2018-03-11

http://www.district5110.org/youth-services/ryla

http://www.district5110.org/youth-services/ryla


 

Submissions to eNews
By  Mark C. Walker 2016-07-12

http://www.district5110.org/youth-services/ryla


 

Please submit photos, news, and brags to
district5110enews@gmail.com.  We
welcome your news and announcements.
 eNews is produced in DACdb ezBulletin
and sent to active D5110 members via
PMail.   Please submit your SHORT stories
and great photos of Club events
accomplishments and service projects.  Submission deadline is
Thursday evening the week before publication.

Friendship Exchange Reunion
By  Gloria D. Thorpe 2018-03-24

Are you attending the District
Conference in Ashland May 4th to
6th?? Have you ever participated in
a Rotary Friendship Exchange?
 
The Rotary Club of Ashland invites
you to a Reunion Saturday May 5th,
2018, at the Mountain View Estates
Clubhouse, 333 Mountain View
Drive in Talent, Oregon, from 3:15 to
5:30.
 
Come and meet old friends! Have
some wine and snacks and discuss

our trips abroad.
 
Please let me know if I can expect you!
 
Yours in Rotary
Gloria Thorpe
Phone 541-897-0544 
Cell 541-292-4984
E-Mail gdoloresthorpe@charter.net
Maps will be available at a later date
 
 

Happy World Rotaract Week!
By  Skyla Patton 2018-03-18

 

mailto:district5110enews@gmail.com
mailto:gdoloresthorpe@charter.net


As the Rotaract world celebrates its 50th birthday, clubs across the globe
are buzzing with activity and celebration. Our club is no different, and we
have something planned for each day of the week.

Today, we are starting a conversation. We recently sent out a survey to



Today, we are starting a conversation. We recently sent out a survey to
young people involved in Rotaract across the state, both in District 5110
and in District 5100. We wanted to understand more about what brings
people to Rotaract, what is special about it, and how it interacts with
Rotary and other Rotary programs—such as Rotary Youth Exchange
(RYE) and Rotex, Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA), and Interact.
Hopefully the information will help Rotaract and Rotary alike with issues
of membership and engagement, and shed some light on what the future
has in store for the organization.

The Results
Our respondents represented 5 Rotaract clubs in the two districts. We had
people from across the leadership spectrum, from presidents to
committee chairs to members.

For most, this was not their first experience with Rotary—about one-third
started with Interact (with over 2/3 Interactors at some point in high
school), about half started with RYE, and one even started as a RYLA
counselor. (Note: in D-5100, RYLA is for Rotaract-aged young
professionals, whereas in D-5110 it is for Interact-aged students.) Nearly
half attended RYLA or worked as counselors at some point, and others
plan on doing it in the near future. Rotarians take note: the engaged
young members you are looking for are hooked early, by your
investment in them.

Ownership & Engagement
The idea of Rotary and its programs as a chain—not based on increasing
“validity” or even impact, but on age or position in life—was common in
responses. Cosette wrote that her Rotary story consisted of “Youth
Exchange and then Interact, and then Rotaract! I wanted to go abroad; I
didn't know a lot about Rotary." Emily wrote that “I … joined my school’s
Interact club when I came back from exchange and Rotaract club when I
went to university.”

Similarly, sharing ownership and responsibility once a part of the club
helps retain members. Audrey, whose Rotary story started with Rotaract,
was put right into the swing of things by becoming “a member of the
Community Service committee, [and] helped plan a summer service
project.” Carol appreciated the opportunities and structure unique to
Rotary, such as the ability to get involved on the district level.

Fellowship & Friends
While Rotaract is ostensibly about service and professional development,
the social aspect appears to be key as well. Responses included:
"I appreciated seeing my friends grow together through service, and tackle
community issues with passion."



"I stayed involved because I loved the people and the service work."
"I saw a poster for Interact at my school and thought it looked interesting
... so I had a friend go with me to a meeting.”
"We make a positive impact and strengthen our friendships along the
way."

Love of the Organization
"I didn't really know what [Interact] was at first, but once I got involved, I
fell in love."

To elaborate the earlier point of hooking youth, it is clear that those
Rotaractors who had already experienced a Rotary program were in it
because of a profound experience they had. Kristen “became involved in
Rotaract because I was a counselor at camp RYLA and fell in love with the
organization!" Johnny and his family “hosted many exchange students
during my childhood, which I think really shaped my world outlook. Then
I went myself. … [My exchange] sealed the deal—it truly is a life-changing
experience, and I knew I was in for life after that!" Others echoed that
sentiment, writing they “wanted to give back to the organization that
changed my life and the community I live in,” and that they “found new
ways to give back to the community and had a lot of fun!"

What is Great About Rotaract?
Inclusivity: “We leave our politics and religion at the door to celebrate
the one thing we all have in common: making the world a better place."
Structure: "It has the support of Rotary and local clubs. If offers
opportunities through Rotary International and local districts such as
RYLA, Peace Scholars, etc." Other responses mentioned the power of
district grants and the clarity of focus that many service clubs lack.
Professional Development: Our connection to the broader Rotary
network “gives the means for mentoring and guidance from others.”
The Things We Do: Some impactful and often innovative projects done
recently include a couple online fundraisers—one for a new stove for a
homeless shelter, partnering with local service organizations, volunteering
at Rotary events, putting on a trivia night fundraiser for refugees,
adopting families at Christmas, and supporting a school in Guatemala.

The Future
Anna appreciated the accessibility and simultaneous power of Rotaract,
writing "it makes involvement with Rotary more accessible on a limited
budget and with limited time. Rotaract is truly about service above self
and the other members reflect that."

International understanding was frequently identified as a draw, a
meaningful aspect that increases retention, and a key feature of the
organization. Respondents wrote: "In this volatile political climate across



the globe, it is crucial to make [international] person-to-person bonds,"
and that they value "the connections between not just people in the same
club but also between clubs; the global worldview."

The group generally had Rotary in their future: peace scholarship,
membership, and increasing engagement in their own clubs. One is “open
to any possibility, [but] just know I want to be involved;” another wrote
that “the last year has inspired me to do more for Rotaract in the future; a
third wishes to attend RYLA and then join Rotary.

 

How Rotary might look, however, is unclear. Generally, respondents
agreed that it will change, “becoming more flexible as younger generations
mold it,” perhaps characterized by “a new wave of passion for service;”
increased diversity of race, gender, and financial standing; and continued
adjustments in the definition of membership and requirements for
participation.

Sweet Home Jr. High Interact Club
By  Bruce W. Allen 2018-03-18

Sponsored by the Rotary Club
of Sweet Home, the Interact
Club at Sweet Home Jr. High is
busy with Rotary Service.
Projects include one for their
school, a community project,
and a "world project". The
school project, in conjuction
with the school district,
increased privacy in the school
bathrooms. The community
project provided vegetable
starts for the local food pantry.
The world project was sewing
"burrito babies" for children in
Gautamala. The Interact club

was started last year and the members understand and live service above
self.

 

Coquille club growing
By  Bruce A Parker 2018-03-18



Rachel Osbon pins new member Mandy Wirebaugh as membership chair
Carl Wilson and Asst. Gov. Chris Haynsworth looks on. 

Rotary Club of Albany 90th Anniversary
By  Doris R. Johnston 2018-03-11



Pedals n Pears
By  Jeanne Stallman 2018-01-07



Pedals 'n Pears Bike Ride and Fundraiser - April 14
Medford Rogue Rotary is the primary beneficiary of the third annual Pedals 'n Pears bicycle ride on
Saturday, April 14, 8am. The ride is associated with Medford's 65th annual Pear Blossom Festival;
Festival events make it a great weekend to visit Medford! With four different distance options ranging
from four to 62 miles, the ride is perfect for everyone from families, to groups of friends, to hard-core
riders. It is a f ully supported with post-ride food and beverage garden in the park. Ride by
yourself or get a group of Rotary friends to ride together! 



 
Register for the ride at www.pedalsnpears.org - and find out about sponsorship opportunities
too. Ssponsor levels range from $250 to $1800, with plenty of sponsor benefits.
 

Golf Tournament Scott Valley
By  Louise Vintonne McNeil 2018-02-25

http://www.pedalsnpears.org/


The Rotary Club of Philomath 19th Annual Salmon
and Jazz
By  Don Rogers 2018-03-04



Events
April 2018
04/07 -  District Training Assembly



04/21 -  Youth Exchange - Outbound Training
04/21 -  Coos Bay- North Bend Rotary Dinner Auction
04/22 -  Earth Day - All Trees Planted ~!
04/28 -  Salmon & Jazz
May 2018
05/01 -  Dist 4250 GSE from Guatemala arrives
05/03 -  District Conference
05/04 -  Youth Exchange - Participate in District Conference
05/04 -  Albany Wine Walk
05/06 -  RYLA Executive Committee Meeting


