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Members of the Rotary Club of Parksville
AM are optimistically looking forward
to the end of the Covid pandemic and the
resumption of their annual building trips
to Mexico.
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change the world. We need to offer them support,
mentorship and room to create their own vision
of what Rotary looks like to them.

MARCH GOVERNORS
MESSAGE
BY GREG HORN

The week of March 8 – 14 is World Rotaract week. Two
years ago, the Council on Legislation voted to elevate
Rotaract by including Rotaract clubs as members of
Rotary International.
I’ve asked Caitlin Mangiacasale-Ashford, our District
Rotaract Representative to talk a bit about her experiences
as a Rotaractor:
As I reflect on Rotaract in our district this month
as I look forward to celebrating World Rotaract
Week, there are so many opportunities that we
need to work together as
a district to accomplish.
In our impressive 93
I’VE LEARNED THAT IT IS
club district, there are
IMPORTANT TO MAKE ROOM
FOR YOUNG LEADERS TO MAKE only 2 Rotaract clubs. It
is our job to create space
THEIR OWN PATH.
for young adults who are
looking for an outlet to

“
”

It’s the synergy between all levels of clubs that
encouraged me to move from Interact, to Rotaract,
and now to Rotary. But without going through
each of these vital steps, creating memories
along the way, my bond to Rotary would not be
as strong as it is now.
I often hear feedback from Rotarians along the
lines of, “Why can’t they just join my Rotary club?
What’s the point of Rotaract?” Over my seven
years in Rotaract and time serving as District
Rotaract Representative, I’ve learned that it
is important to make room for young leaders
to make their own path. Rotary International
has adapted to allow Rotaractors to do so and
it is our job to support and encourage them in a
mentorship role without taking over and trying to
get them to conform to our ideas of what Rotary
is.
This year has been difficult for all of us. The
pandemic has helped us all to realize that we can
connect with each other immediately, even in our
multi-country district. Our two Rotaract clubs
have adapted well to finding virtual ways to
connect in a fun and impactful way through trivia
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nights, craft nights, virtual games, professional
development sessions and more. They’ve seen
collaboration from their local Rotary clubs on
mentorship, fundraising and exchanging ideas.
However, there can always be more.
With only two active Rotaract clubs in our
district, many of our Rotary Clubs miss out on
an opportunity to connect with these vibrant and
innovative young leaders. I want to encourage
everyone to reach out to our two Rotaract clubs,
even if you’re not in the same city, and offer to
collaborate with them on a joint meeting, project,
or fundraiser. Rotary and Rotaract are partners
in change and the more collaborate the faster we
can achieve our shared goals.
Thank you, Caitlin.
Let’s see Rotaractors for who
they really are: Students and young leaders who are
successful managers and entrepreneurs, who are capable
of organizing and managing and yes, leading. In many
cases they will become our future leaders. Let’s get to
know them and support them. I believe Rotaract will
have a positive impact on Rotary clubs throughout the
world.

of everyone’s thoughts now that the vaccine is becoming
available in the states, and slowly on Vancouver Island.
There were some bumps in the U.S. government rollout,
but as soon as they realized they could call on volunteers
(directing traffic and helping with the paperwork) things
changed quickly.
Thanks to former Washington Secretary of State (and
Rotarian) Ralph Munro for helping open opportunities for
us. We have been in contact with the health departments,
hospitals, volunteer groups and emergency services.
One morning my wife Mary, got a call from emergency
services at 8:30 a.m. wanting to know if we could get
volunteers by noon that day and more the next day at the
Tacoma Dome. We did! Over the next two days over 2,400
citizens received their first shot!
Rotary clubs throughout Washington have been instrumental
in helping county health departments, hospitals and clinics
administer the shots. Thank you, Rotarians for stepping up.

Covid-19 update

Please realize, even if you have your second shot, you still
need to be safe, mask up and keep your distance, until the
majority of the population has been vaccinated. We hope
our Rotary friends and families on Vancouver Island get
more vaccine soon.

We just got our second shot last weekend (Moderna with
basically no side effects). Covid-19 seems to be at the top

Thanks, and I hope to see you at one of your weekly Zoom
club meetings soon.
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DISTRICT LITERACY
AWARD
BY ANITA WOTSCHEL

Literacy is the gift that truly keeps giving. District 5020 celebrates
the Rotary clubs that engage in projects championing literacy and
education.
The Literacy Award is presented each year when a club has been
involved in at least five literacy projects.
We are developing a video of District 5020 literacy projects. We
are looking for photos with one sentence descriptors, and/or video
clips less than 30 seconds, that illustrate District 5020 clubs’
projects.
Send the list of your club’s projects to rotaryanitaw@gmail.com
to qualify for the award, as well as any photos or video clips that
would be considered for the video.
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THEY'RE COMING...
ARE YOU READY?
BY CALEB SUMMERFELT
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AREYOUREADY?

Rotary International has set a deadline for branding compliance,
July 1, 2022. Is your club in compliance? All branding must be in
compliance. Don't worry, you have a little over 475 days! NEED
HELP: Email me, I'm happy to help: calebsummerfelt@gmail.com
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Rotarians have been creating change for
more than a century, in communities around
the globe, but even now, people don’t fully
understand what Rotary is about, how we are
distinctive, and why engaging with us means
success. To thrive, Rotary needs a strong visual
identity that is followed and appreciated. Every
Rotarian’s experience is unique, but the story
we tell of Rotary should always be consistent.
It's time to celebrate our new look and feel,
and you can help build and maintain Rotary’s
identity.

TIME TO UPDATE... WHY IT
MATTERS
BY CALEB SUMMERFELT

“
”

IT’S TIME TO CELEBRATE OUR
NEW LOOK AND FEEL, AND YOU
CAN HELP BUILD AND MAINTAIN
ROTARY’S IDENTITY.

Several years ago, Rotary updated its logo, the
power of the Rotary wheel is in its consistency,
and when an organization does update a logo,
it is critical that everyone follows the guidelines
to keep the focus on consistency. Globally, you
will find the Rotary wheel proudly displayed in
parks and on sponsored projects, to name a few
locations. With over 33,000 clubs worldwide,
not a single club is alike, but the Rotary wheel
signals what we represent, people coming
together to move our communities forward,
the message is evident, and it is the same
everywhere.
With inconsistent branding, it weakens the
power of branding and brings confusion to the

unity of Rotary. Is it time to update logos? Yes,
please!
Why is Rotary focused on its public image?
Two million nonprofits worldwide compete
for volunteers, donor money, and critical other
resources to make positive change. Rotary
has an amazing story to share with the world,
but we need to keep it concise and consistent.
Research has taught Rotary better ways to
frame their strengths and how to bring the core
values to life.
By providing a clean and consistent image
of what Rotary represents and how we are
different from other charitable organizations,
Specifically, what Rotary offers prospective
members, donors, and volunteers is a powerful
vision of what it means to engage with Rotary,
and Rotarians alike.
On a local branding level, do the people in your
community know about Rotary and what your
club does locally and globally?
Internationally, 40% of the public has never
heard of Rotary, while another 40% percent
claim they don’t know anything about Rotary.
This means, internationally, that the public
doesn't understand what our clubs are achieving
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in our community. More people need to know
that together, we are tackling community and
global challenges. With this current lack of
understanding, this makes it harder to attract
and inspire new members, prospective donors,
and volunteers.
The first minor step in the process of educating
the public about the Rotary is to keep all club
logos inline with what Rotary International has
requested. Why does the logo matter so much?
Simple, when the public sees several types of
logos, they get the interpretation that the clubs
are all complete stand-alone entities. While
each club is unique and powerful, while working
together, Rotary can take on and solve global
problems. We need to keep all public image
details in sync with what Rotary is asking.
As another real-world example, let's look at
Nike. Everyone knows Nike, and you also know
that if you aren't careful, you can easily buy fake
Nike products. It isn't hard to go online ad find
fraudulent products for this company. The key
to spotting the fakes is looking at the logo. The
Nike logo has gone through several iterations,
and even today, some stores are still displaying
old logos, and for most consumers, they become
cautious and avoid the store, unless they are
looking for one fantastic deal!

The Rotary logo is the same way; we need to
build reputability by focusing on displaying
the same logo, starting on the club level. All
internal club material, material seen by the
public needs to change, as we focus on the
challenges of changing logos, we know that the
goals are the same; building the reputation,
reliability, and power of Rotary International.
Each club is a part of Rotary International,
we aren't independent franchises, we have
the same core values, have the same ethical
approach to problems, our public image needs
to match globally.
We are Rotary, are you? Is your logo updated?
The approved Rotary club signature (pictured to
the right) consists of the masterbrand signature
plus the club name and should be used instead
of the masterbrand signature on club-level
communications. The preferred configuration
is Rotary Club [of/at] [Location], with the word
Rotary coming first. Two acceptable alternatives
have been provided to cover variations of club
names. The positioning and size relationship
between the Rotary wordmark and the wheel
are fixed and should not be altered.
Spread the word in your community. Find the
needed tool at www.rotary.org/brandcenter

The Rotary club signature consists of
the masterbrand signature plus the
club name and should be used instead
of the masterbrand signature on clublevel communications.
The preferred configuration is Rotary
Club [of/at] [Location], with the word
Rotary coming first.
Two acceptable alternatives have
been provided to cover variations of
club names.
The positioning and size relationship
between the Rotary wordmark and
the wheel are fixed and should not be
altered.
If you need help, please ask, the
District Public Image Team is here to
help you!
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NORTH AMERICAN YOUTH EXCHANGE
NETWORK (NAYEN) CONFERENCE
BY NATALIE CRAWSHAW

What do you get when you bring together
1000+ youth exchange enthusiasts from
around the world? You get the North
American Youth Exchange Network
(NAYEN) Conference! The conference
is designed to be a sharing and learning
opportunity for Rotary Youth Exchange
(RYE) committee members from
throughout North America and beyond.
Representatives from similar regional
organizations from other parts of the
world also make a point of attending.
Attendance is voluntary.
The conference rotates between sites in
the US, Mexico and Canada. This year we
were scheduled to meet in Washington,
DC. Due to the novel coronavirus
pandemic the conference was moved
online. Right away the organizers saw
that one of the benefits of being online
meant that many more people could
attend than ever before: 1,117 Rotarians
attended from 43 countries. District
RYE committee members that attended
enjoyed meeting their counterparts

from around the world and learning
from each other.
Being online also meant that the speaker
list could be extended to include some
very busy people. The conference
always features an amazing array of
workshops and sessions from NAYEN
members. This year the organizers
secured time from Rotary International
President Holger Knaack, President
Elect Shekhar Mehta and President
Nominee Jennifer Jones. We also heard
from legendary host parents Melody
and Paul St. John from District 5280,
inspiring RYE alumni Pamela Sitko
and Sarah Harper-Johnston and we got
to meet the dedicated youth exchange
staff from Evanston.
The big question on everyone’s mind of
course was: Will there be exchanges in
21/22? At this point the final decision
has not yet been made. When the Rotary
International Board meets in March
they will be discussing the viability of
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youth exchange for the coming year,
given the restrictions and conditions
imposed by the ongoing pandemic.
Most districts around the world are
waiting until we hear the Board’s
decision before making local decisions
on whether exchanges can safely be
conducted in 21/22.
It is amazing to see how quickly Rotary
has shifted to meet the challenges of
the last year. We are all hopeful that
we will be able to meet in person in
Washington, DC in February 2022
however the organizers are already
planning on continuing to make the
conference accessible virtually. Making
the conference available virtually helps
us meet goals for diversity, equity and
inclusion: more of our world partners
can join in, the costs are drastically lower
for everyone, the time commitment is
reduced for participants and anyone
with mobility issues does not have to
worry about travelling far from home.
President Holger Knaack, PE Shekhar
Mehta and PN Jennifer Jones all
reinforced that youth exchange is
one of our deepest forms of service. It

starts when a young person’s world
is opened up by going to a foreign
country as a peace ambassador. When
they return, they continue their service
to the program by helping recruit and
train future exchange students. These
students are frequently part of other
Rotary youth programs: Interact, RYLA,
Rotaract and Rotex. These students in
turn are often the inspiration for their
parents and other adults to get involved
in Rotary. Over the weekend we heard
from host parents, club members, global
ambassadorial scholarship students,
District Governors, RI Presidents and
NAYEN volunteers who all became
involved in Rotary because of their
interaction with youth programs.
Want to learn more about the conference
and NAYEN? Check out https://nayen.
org/ The NAYEN website also includes
a lot of great resources for Youth
Exchange Officers.
Want to learn more about youth
exchange programs? Sign up for Session
5: Changing the World with Rotary
Youth Exchange at District Training
Virtually on March 13th DTV

AYEN 2021 Attendees: 1,117 Rotarians attended
from 43 countries. District RYE committee
members that attended.
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SHELTERBOX: VOLUNTEER TO PUT THE
PARTNERSHIP INTO ACTION
BY DANI BRISTOW

At ShelterBox, we are passionate in ensuring
that no family goes without shelter after a
disaster. We are proud to be project partners
with Rotary International. By working with
Rotary, we can collaborate and combine
resources to support more communities
in desperate need of shelter. Rotarians
and Rotary groups across the support us
in a variety of ways, from raising funds to
providing support on the ground during our
responses. This allows us to cross boundaries
and work together to reach the most remote
communities, and ensure no family is left
without shelter after a disaster.
“With a global pandemic, environmental and
sustainability challenges, a world refugee
crisis and global inequalities, the world
needs Rotary and ShelterBox now more than
ever.” Holger Knaack, Rotary International
President 2020/21
At ShelterBox, we are so grateful for the
continual support of Rotarians across
the country. Our Rotary Club Champion
volunteer role is exclusively for Rotarians

to put the partnership into action. As a
Rotary Club Champion, you will help share
our message to their clubs and attract new
members to support ShelterBox through
raising awareness of the tangible impact of
ShelterBox’s work around the world. If you
are a Rotarian and share our passion to ensure
no family is without shelter after a disaster,
you should become a Club Champion!
“I have had the privilege of working and living
in many parts of the world where natural
disasters occur routinely and I have seen
the need for help and support required from
others. And being a Rotarian, volunteering
with ShelterBox Canada provides me with
a great opportunity to provide some of
that help and support that is required.”
Stephen Beaufoy (Halifax, NS), Rotary Club
Champion, ShelterBox Canada
As a Rotary Club Champion you share our
passion for ensuring no family is without
shelter and share that message within your
own Rotary or Rotraract Club. Club Champions
aim to deliver increased awareness about

ShelterBox within their Club and act as the
main point-of-contact between the Club and
ShelterBox Canada.
Together, ShelterBox and Rotary are making
an impact and you play a critical part of our
movement. Every volunteer is instrumental
in providing shelter for families after disaster.
With whatever skills, knowledge, or spare
time, all we need is your passion! With your

help, we will be able to reach more families
and rebuild their lives. Your help will make a
difference in the world of disaster and have a
lasting impact on families.
If you would like to learn more about how
to become a Rotary Club Champion or know
someone who would be a good Club Champion,
visit:
https://www.shelterboxcanada.org/
volunteer/clubchampion/
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GROWING ROTARY IN DISTRICT 5020
BY KIM BARNARD

The Rotary Club of Duncan is proud to sponsor
the formation of a brand new kind of Rotary
Club in Shawnigan Lake! A hybrid style of
meeting outdoors, with BYOB refreshments
and physical distancing, combined with regular
intervals of ZOOM training and guidance in
best practices for caring for our environment,
will characterize this down-to-earth, handson, boots-on-ground approach to community
service!
Duncan Rotary’s Kim Barnard is a 25yr+
resident of Shawnigan Lake, BC on Vancouver
Island in Canada, and just over 3 in Rotary
years, but that doesn’t diminish her enthusiasm
one bit. “This idea all started with an invitation
to attend the 2020 Virtual Zone Institute from
AG Nora Dowsett, getting the thumbs up from
our DG Greg Horn and DGN Dale Roberts, and
catching the video of How to Start an EcoClub
in Rotary forwarded by PDG Mo Fritz-Roberts,
thank you all!” Being the new kid on the
block looking to launch a club during a global
pandemic has fueled both passion and purpose
to turn crisis into opportunity. “Shawnigan
Lake has faced its share of issues over the last
few years, from being saddled with unwanted
trash and soil dumping to managing shared

responsibility between residents, visitors and
wildlife. I can’t wait to see if we can reach 36+
Charter Members this spring to begin to shape
our club into a proactive resource for all.”
“Being in Rotary has given me so much hope. I
feel empowered to identify needs, map out the
scope of potential projects, talk to stakeholders,
marshal our resources and foster collaboration
to accomplish our goals. Online connections
and ZOOM workshops abound, and there is no
limit to the possibilities. Whatever ideas you
may have, chances are there’s a Rotarian and a
club that has shared their tips and wants to see
you succeed also!”
The framework for launching the new EcoClub
is in the Information Session stage. Outreach
consists of Saturday Noon Zoom sessions and
one-on-one conversations with community
groups and “the people who care on every
street”. Many people don’t see Rotary beyond
the parks and trails, and have yet to discover
what Rotary can offer them for personal
development and positive growth! “My
favourite part is the opportunity to listen and
take notes. I want to know what views and
experiences different residents have, and help

them discover what’s possible when we work
together in Rotary service. I’m looking forward
to projects in Shawnigan that can involve the
entire family outdoors working and playing
together.”
We are People of Eco-Action! We are caring

neighbors, friends, leaders, and problemsolvers who foster opportunities to unite and
create positive, restorative and sustainable
transformation– for our earth, for our
communities, and within ourselves. Follow us
online at www.shawniganrotaryecoclub.ca and
on social media!
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JUST IMAGINE WHAT WE CAN DO
TOGETHER!
BY SANDY EHERENMAN

For 92 years, the Port Townsend
Rotary Club has enriched the
lives of residents and students
throughout the community by
providing grants to the local
charities, non-profits and by
awarding scholarships. We plan
on doing that again this year with
our annual auction.
The Port Townsend Rotary
Club Auction, “Imagine the
Possibilities”, will again be online
this year with bidding opening
Monday, March 15 at 9 am, and
continuing
through
Friday,
March 27 until 9 pm.
Go to www.PortTownsendRotary.
org to access the auction. You can
register at any time to see what
will be available on the 15th.
Items are being added daily.
The list of auction items keeps
growing and there is something

for everyone. Included in the
nearly 120 items are numerous gift
certificates for local businesses and
restaurants, golfing, gift baskets,
accommodations, bicycles, art…
things to do and things to enjoy!

This year, the funds raised
will continue to support local
agencies and programs that
provide essential services for
families and young people in
need.

Last year we were excited to
have raised $43,000 from our
generous sponsors, passionate
donors and active bidders.

“Every year the Club embraces
this auction with their time,
talents and willingness to give.
Building a better community and
touching the lives of those in need
is what Rotary is about,” said
Sandy Eherenman, chair of the
Rotary Auction Committee.

From the auction proceeds, we gave
funds to support organizations
in Jefferson County that provide
food, shelter, financial support
and mental health services to
those impacted by the pandemic
and other related economic issues.

As our Special Cause for 2021,
we will be bringing the Dolly
Parton’s Imagination Library to
the area. After the auction we
will celebrate this extraordinary
benefit to our communities with
its inauguration in April 2021.

We also provided scholarships
for four local young people to
attend college, and with the
help of a Rotary match grant, we
are able to update a local Teen
Center in the area.

Visit www.PortTownsendRotary.
org Once bidding starts on March
15, 2021, bidders and potential
bidders may return to the site for
a real-time bidding of items until
bidding ends at 9 pm on March 27.
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ROTARY VR UNIVERSE UPDATE:
SEARCHING FOR BURIED TREASURE
BY STEVEN BOE

The famed mythologist, Joseph Campbell once said that
mythology tells us that where you stumble, there your treasure
is... And where it seems most challenging lies the greatest
invitation to find deeper and greater powers in ourselves.
For over a year now, the Silverdale Rotary Club has been
hosting the Rotary VR Universe. A weekly meetup in virtual
reality. Originally designed as a place for Rotarians to gather,
the event has since grown into more of a place for people to
discover Rotary, discuss their ideas, and connect with people
who share their passion for service; sometimes awaking a
passion they never knew they had.

put these words into action, then we have failed.” My wife and
I took this as a direct call to action.
The VR Universe has brought together people from as far off as
Thailand, Fiji, Japan, and South America. “If a virtual visitor
shows interest in Rotary, I direct them to their local club, a few
times even sending introduction emails.” says Boe.
“Virtual reality is a great way to drive prospective members
to traditional in-person clubs. Many people come to the
meeting passionate about an idea to help their communities,
but they lack the knowledge and connections to facilitate their
idea. That’s where Rotary excels.” The VR Universe has even
inspired the formation of the first ever official virtual reality
club in Sweden.

The meetup often includes a monthly guest speaker. The guests
speak on various topics, all of which are meant to entertain,
educate and inspire. The group is extremely excited about
their upcoming speaker, John Bucher, Creative Director of the
Joseph Campbell Foundation, who will help discuss searching
for treasure in our stories to help build a better world.

A member of Toastmasters, Melanie Stark has recently joined
the group and several of the events have highlighted the new
Rotary / Toastmaster Alliance. “The Rotary meet up has been
super inspiring to me and has made me want to take the
leadership skills I learned in Toastmasters to the next level to
create lasting change in the world!” says Stark. She has even
been invited to facilitate a session on the alliance at this year’s
district conference in May.

“Joseph Campbell was one of the main reasons I joined
Rotary.” said club president Steven Boe. Years ago, I attended a
conference hosted in part by the Joseph Campbell Foundation.
At the end of the conference the keynote speaker said that
talking about making the world a better place is not enough.
“Words are not enough. If you leave here tonight, and do not

The meetup is hosted on AltspaceVR.com every Thursday
from 7-8pm (Pacific). Visitors can download an app on their
PC or Mac and view the event in 2D, but you need a headset
like the Oculus Quest if you really want the full immersive 3D
experience.
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The Joseph Campbell event is March 18th at 7pm. (Pacific)
Facebook
event
page:
https://www.facebook.com/
events/416035876150660/ AltSpaceVR event page: https://
account.altvr.com/events/1675054471387808310
John Bucher is a mythologist and storyteller based out of
Hollywood, California. He serves as Creative Director for the
Joseph Campbell Foundation and is also an author, podcaster,
and speaker. He has worked with companies including HBO,
DC Comics, The History Channel, A24 Films, The John Maxwell
Leadership Foundation and served as a consultant and writer
for numerous film, television, and Virtual Reality projects.
He is the author of six books including the best-selling
Storytelling for Virtual Reality, named by BookAuthority as
one of the best storytelling books of all time. Disruptor named
him one of the top 25 influencers in Virtual Reality.
John teaches writing and story courses in the Los Angeles
area and around the world. He holds a PhD in Mythology
and Depth Psychology and has spoken on 5 continents about
using the power of story and myth to reframe how individuals,
organizations, cultures, and nations are viewed. You can
learn more about John and his work at his website, https://
tellingabetterstory.com
Your story can change the world! Rotary VR Universe is a weekly
meetup for non-profits, volunteers, impatient optimists, and
people of action who want to share ideas on how they can make
a positive impact on their community and around the world!

Do you want to help others but just don't know where to
start? How do you find your passion for service? Can you still
volunteer even though you may be quarantined or isolated?
Please join us EVERY THURSDAY for a unique virtual
reality (VR) gathering of Rotarians and those interested in
communicating with people of action. Rotary Universe is a
place to share ideas about the future of volunteerism and
service above self. What works for your organization? Do you
have an area of expertise that others may find interesting?
Would you like to learn more about becoming a Rotarian?
ALL ARE WELCOME!
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INTERNATIONAL WOMAN’S DAY WITH ANANDA
BANDYOPADHYAY AND JENNIFER JONES
BY FREDRIC HOFFER

Bainbridge Island Rotary Club celebrated the
March 8, 2021 International Women’s Day by
inviting Jennifer Jones the 2022-23 Rotary
International President Elect Nominee and to
celebrate Rotary’s achievement in diversity,
equity, and inclusion. She first chatted with
many Rotarians on a virtual Zoom call. This was
followed by a land acknowledgment of our local
Suquamish tribe and acknowledgment of our
invited International Women Project and club
leaders. Women’s role in Rotary was not given
to women. It was established by women who
wished to do service above self. Now 23% of

Rotarians worldwide are women. Jennifer’s goal
is to make Rotary International more effective
through equity, diversity, and inclusion of all
ages, races, cultures, and genders. “Choose to
Challenge!”
The first talk was by our partner, Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation Senior Program Officer-Polio,
Ananda Sankar Bandyopadhyay the 3rd. Polio
eradication is not just the vaccine. It is the struggle
of all the mothers and local women and men
to deliver the polio vaccine into the mouths of
children recently interrupted by the coronavirus

pandemic. He emphasized that our partnership
has eradicated the wild polio phenotype in Africa,
but the prior attenuated polio vaccine has mutated
to cause vaccine-derived poliovirus infections
and paralysis in a limited number of children.
The new nOPV2 polio vaccine distribution will
fight the wild and vaccine-derived polio and is
more genetically stable, giving us hope that all
polio will be eradicated worldwide. The lessons
we have learned in our fight against polio can now
be applied to our fight against the coronavirus
pandemic.
Jennifer Jones, the first female Rotary
International President-Elect, then challenged
all of us to email, phone, or write five women
who inspired us and thank them. She spoke
about the five women who have inspired her:
1. Silvia Whitlock: Her club enrolled women
by using the first initial of their name.
When Rotary International found out, they
disbanded her club. She took her challenge
of gender equity to the US Supreme Court
in 1989 and secured women’s membership
and service in Rotary International.
2. Gloria Steinem: The first feminist admitted
she initially got it wrong, later stating, “Only
when the pendulum swings to the center

and men and women are equal nurturers
will we have true equality.”
3. Joyce Jones: Jennifer’s mom who inspired
her to dream and overcome barriers.
4. Laura Bush: The First Lady of the US wrote
Jennifer and congratulated her on being
the first women President-elect for Rotary
International. “…know that women and
girls from around the world are cheering for
your success.”
5. Ann Marie Kimball: Our own Rotary Club
member, physician and world-renowned
epidemiologist was consulted by Jennifer
and the other Rotary International leaders
to relay real-time intel about the coronavirus
pandemic. She is actively guiding Rotary’s
response to this pandemic worldwide.
During the Q&A following her talk, Rotarians
asked what to do about clubs that still
exclude women. Jennifer stated that Rotary
International can only encourage diversity,
equity, and inclusion, and they realize that
single-gender clubs can perform great service.
However, just like individuals, clubs may
function better without being defined by age,
race, culture, or gender.
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FIRST ANNUAL HEALTHY WALK/
WHEELCHAIR CHALLENGE TO ALL CLUBS
IN DISTRICT 5020
BY WILLIAM MCCARTHY

In February, we announced our challenge to the
clubs of District 5020 to get out and move so we
could develop healthier Rotarians and healthier
Communities.
The Clubs of Salt Spring Island, Port Alberni
Arrowsmith, and the Comox Valley are
considering the challenge. We hope others
will also consider and take up the challenge.
Clubs in the Victoria area and the Comox
Valley have already done a walk for the

“Coldest Night of the Year.”
Our own club members have really taken this
on as a personal challenge. Two members are
challenging each other to virtually walk to each
other’s homes; from Qualicum Beach to Olympia,
WA, and vice versa.
Two other members have walked virtually from
Woodland, WA to past Centralia, WA, and are
hoping to reach Port Hardy by June 15. They are

also attempting to visit Rotary clubs along the way
and are doing a short history of each community
where the Rotary clubs meet.
Another member pledged to walk 25 laps at the
local High School in one day at $1.00 USD per
lap. She has received 7 pledges to date for the
same $25 if she makes it.
Our club set a pledge amount of $1500 USD. We
hit $1900 USD as of February 18th and are now
over $2200 USD.
We sincerely hope that more club members accept
this challenge to make themselves healthier while
improving their communities' health.

Remember, we are CHALLENGING all clubs in
our District to join in. Create your own challenge,
set your distance, and set your funding goals.
Each month let us know how you are doing. With
approximately 90 Clubs in District 5020, our goal
is to raise $50,000. Remember, all funds that you
raise, you keep to support your own local projects.
This challenge will run through mid-June. Then in
the first quarter of the new Rotary Year, we would
ask that you report back on how you improved
the health of your Club and your Community.
We will then publicize those results to show the
cumulative effect of our District’s Clubs.
Lets’ make this Challenge Fun and Interesting!
Recognition and prizes will be awarded.
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SEQUIM SUNRISE ROTARY
HONORED THE SEQUIM HIGH
SCHOOL CTE TEACHERS
BY ANN FLACK

An article inspired the recognition of our CTE Teachers in the
January Rotary Magazine. We gathered the CTE Teachers and
shared the Rotarian goal of valuing all Vocations' worthiness
and of our Sequim Sunrise Rotary goal to support Skills Trades
workforce development.
We thanked our CTE teachers for
their dedication to expand the conversation beyond four-year
college degrees to include post-High School opportunities in
Skilled Trades careers.
With Crista McAuliffe, Sequim Sunrise Rotary believes "Teachers
Touch the Future." The Vocational/CTE Committee Chair,
Richard Parks, Sequim Sunrise Rotary member; Kaye Gagnon;
The North Peninsula Builders Association Executive Director,
Diana Johnson and the Sequim School District Superintendent,
Dr. Pryne, attended the event. Plaques were given to each teacher
with our recognition of their contributions to CTE learning and
our Community.
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WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES A
SCHOLARSHIP MAKE?
BY COLLEEN ROBINSON

Since 2014, Sequim Sunrise Rotary Club has
awarded just over $81,000 in scholarships to
35 local Sequim High School students. The
scholarships have not only been for academic
4-year colleges, but in 2016, we added a
2-year
(renewable)
VoTech/community
college award. The impact these scholarships
have made on these young people has been
tremendous. As Sequim Sunrise Rotary Youth
Services Director, I recently reached out to
the scholarship awardees to facilitate a series
of articles for our weekly bulletin… "Where
are they now?" – The response from these
young people has been overwhelming and
heartwarming in a time when we could all use
some good news!
Here is just one of the responses received:
First, thank you, Sequim Sunrise
Rotary, for your generous scholarship
to University of Washington. You do
not know how much it helped, and I am
so grateful to have had your support
during my collegiate career. I'm happy
to announce that I graduated in June

2020 in Business, concentrating in
Information Systems (IS) and Human
Resources (HR). I was fortunate to get
an offer from a nonprofit in Seattle
called Pioneer Human Services, and
our mission is to help those who were
previously incarcerated or recovering
from substance abuse re-enter our
communities. Currently, I am their
Associate HR Business Partner and get to
coach and consult different departments
on HR practices. From volunteering at
the food bank in high school to joining
and serving as an executive member of a
National Community Service Fraternity
in college, service has always been a huge
part of my life, and I'm so lucky to be a
part of an organization that fulfills me
professionally and personally. Again,
thank you so much for everything.
Karen C
University of Washington '20
Michael G. Foster School of Business
Human Resources Management |
Information Systems

Sequim Sunrise Rotary raised the majority
of our scholarship funds through our annual
auction – with a "raise the paddle" for student
scholarships. The response from our Club
members to make an investment in the future
by awarding educational scholarships to local
students a priority has been fulfilling and
gratifying.

That said, the true success has been what
these young adults did with the scholarship
awarded towards their education!
Our
community, our nation, our world, our
future is better for the investment made by
Sequim Sunrise Rotary, and our members are
humbled by the Service Above Self hearts in
these students.
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ROTARY CLUB OF KELSO SERVES THE
HOMELESS
BY DIANA BOAGLIO

Kelso Rotarians were looking for a community
project that could be implemented even
during COVID restrictions, retain members,
attract new members and inspire other
Rotary clubs. That’s a tall order!
Recognizing the great needs of the homeless
who are struggling to overcome addiction,
mental health issues, and trauma, Rotary
Club of Kelso found a way to serve at
Community House on Broadway in Longview,
Washington.
Kelso Rotarians meet at 4 pm the second
Thursday of every month in the kitchen of this
homeless shelter. In preparation for dinner, a
member of the team has already planned the
menu with the homeless shelter staff. The
team arrives ready to prepare a full meal for
all of the residents. A Rotarian who cannot
participate onsite and has been unable to
attend club meetings delivers dessert ahead
of time for the team to serve with dinner.
Community House on Broadway is Cowlitz
County’s clean and sober homeless recovery

center. The facility was one of the early hotels
in Longview, built-in 1926. The building
has operated as a homeless shelter since
1988. Housing and services are provided for
individuals and families who are working
toward self-sufficiency and a future free from
addiction. Well over 2 million meals have
been served to the homeless here.
The average number of residents is 80 per
night, and half of these residents are children.
Rotarians demonstrate care for their wellbeing and inspire hope that their future can
be better.
“Serving the homeless is very rewarding. It’s
nice to know that we’re making an impact on
their lives.” – David Houten, Membership
Chair.
Since this outreach was launched three
months ago, another Rotary club began the
process of forming a team to cook and serve
dinner one night a month, and spouses of
Rotarians and a prospective Rotarian have
become involved.
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ETTA PROJECTS; WATER, SANITATION
AND HEALTH CARE IN BOLIVIA
BY ANDY RITTING

Gig Harbor Midday Rotary has been
supporting Etta Projects since its early years.
I remember Pennye Nixon speaking to our
club in 2003 or 2004 about Comedor de
Niños with Etta Turner, one of the original
projects to feed and educate children in
Montero, Bolivia.
How did Etta Projects come to be? In 2003,
Etta Projects was started to honor the life and
legacy of Etta Turner, a teenager who believed
in the power of the individual to effect
meaningful change. Though Etta’s young life
ended tragically in November 2002, while
she was in Bolivia as a Rotary International
Exchange Student, her inspiration lives on.
Etta Projects works in Bolivia, the poorest
country in South America. In rural areas of
Eastern Bolivia, Etta’s current service area,
the majority of families live without adequate
water, sanitation and access to health care.
Etta’s mission is to improve these three areas
through sustainable solutions. Learn more
about Etta Projects on Etta’s website: www.
ettaprojects.org/who/

Gig Harbor Midday Rotary’s International
Service committee has been providing some
level of support every year since then. Etta
Projects adapts to the needs of communities
it serves collaborating with public health and
wellness initiatives, education, construction
of dry latrines, and installation of clean water
systems. To expand its reach, they opened
an international training center in 2016 in
eastern Bolivia.
Rotary Club of Gig Harbor Midday is a longstanding supporter of Etta Projects, bestowing
upon Pennye Nixon, Etta’s founder, honorary
membership in the club. We have worked with
Etta Projects on many global grants over the
years. One from 2015 that Gig Harbor Midday
was the international partner on funded a
$78,000 Global Rotary Grant to provide
63 sanitation systems which included ecocomposting latrines, showers, laundry sink
and water recycling systems in the semi-urban
area outside of Montero. In addition to funds
from the two Rotary Clubs Gig Harbor Midday
and Montero, the project was also funded
with contributions from the Rotary Clubs of

Federal Way, Des Moines/Normandy Park,
Renton, South Kitsap, Gig Harbor, Hawks
Prairie–Lacey, and Poulsbo North Kitsap, as
well from the Thurston County Rotary Water
Projects Committee (a group of all nine Rotary
Clubs in Thurston County) and the Black Hills
High School Rotary Interact Club. These funds
were in-turn matched by the clubs’ respective
Rotary Districts (Districts 5020 and 5030)
and by The International Rotary Foundation.

Golferitaville, our club's premier golf
tournament held annually at McCormick
Woods was started in 2004 to help provide
funds for Etta Projects. Over the years at
least 3 of our club members have traveled to
Bolivia to work and see the good our support
is doing for the people there.
Also included are examples of the work Etta
Projects does with the help of Rotary.
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A LAKEWOOD OPPORTUNITY: JOY
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BY GREG REDISKE

There is a “new” way to be happy, available all
over Lakewood. The way to this joy is provided
by several new Little Food Pantries (LFPs).
These look like a lending library, but are
actually a mini-food bank, with necessities
beyond just food (hygiene products, for
instance). There is no doubt some level of joy
that comes from those in need who partake of
these things in the LFPs, but the greater joy
is for community members who are afforded
the opportunity to help people. I have been a
member of Lakewood Rotary for 39 years. This
has provided me with a vehicle to give back,
over and over again. The projects arrive, and I
get to help, and I get the joy of helping others.
The LFPs offer community members that
same vehicle to help, and that same feeling
of joy from being part of making the world a
better place.
Little Free Pantries are provided, placed, and
initially stocked by community organizations
like Lakewood Rotary and others. But that’s
where the financial support ends. For the LFPs
to succeed, the local community must restock
them. It is a unique concept. Yes, the LFPs help
those in need, but people also long to feel they

are helping, which I can tell you from personal
experience produces joy.
Each LFP has a guardian angel of sorts, a
steward who has oversight over the pantry.
Jamie has oversight over the LFP in the
parking lot of Lakewood Presbyterian Church.
It is a joy just to listen to her gush about the
activity: “Some people took this! We were
left a bunch of these!” Jamie gets to manage
goodness. She gets to witness it every day, and
it makes her happy.
Gandhi once said, “The best way to find yourself
is to lose yourself in the service of others”.
Lakewood Rotary is hoping to include many
in our community in the joy of giving through
the LFP project. All of us in Rotary thrive on
the Service Above Self because it makes us feel
good. We’re expanding that benefit to more
people, while fulfilling our mission to help the
less fortunate. What is that cliché again? Oh,
yeah, “it’s a win-win”.
The champion for the LFP project in Lakewood
Rotary is Bob Zawilski at zawilski@comcast.
net Bob is currently arranging for several more
Little Food Pantry set ups in Lakewood.
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KINGSTON NORTH KITSAP ROTARY CLUB
WINTER AUCTION
BY RON CARTER

It was a tricky confluence of the modern,
the old-fashioned, and the goodheartedness—this year’s Kingston North
Kitsap Rotary Club Winter Auction.
Weaving a mix of virtual digitry,
pavement pounding, and passion to help
our community, the Feb. 4-5 Auction
generated almost $25k to help the Club
with its causes in 2021.
The 24-hour event was entirely online.
Each bidder was assigned an online
bidding number. Bids were posted to
the computer and when higher bids came
in, the last bidder was informed by the
computer he or she was no longer in
possession of that item. The computer.
It runs everything. Right? Well this one
did. And it did so superbly. Ending with
a live auction of four items, at a Zoom
party, featuring Kingston auctioneer and proud Rotarian - Clint Boxman.
Live items included a new roof up to
$7500, donated by Lambro Construction,

a new wine fridge overflowing with
quality wine, a kids - or adult - birthday
party at North Kitsap Fire and Rescue’s
headquarters station, and a wine tasting
and food pairing from Kingston Ale
House. Silent items were generously
donated by community folks, businesses,
and organizations.
Proceeds from the auction will enable
Kingston North Kitsap’s Rotary Club to
take the lead, to marshal others, bring
together like-minded parties, all in
service of helping those in North Kitsap
most severely affected by Covid-19.
There are other causes to tend, as well,
such as scholarships and support for Boys
and Girls Club, but the bulk of the effort
will go to such matters as food insecurity,
housing insecurity, student learning gaps,
and local business insecurity. There is
great need in North Kitsap resulting from
the pandemic. Kingston North Kitsap
Rotary Club thanks those who make it
possible to help meet that need.
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END
POLIO
NOW
COLLECTION

For every “End Polio Now” item purchased, 1905 Gear will donate
$5 towards Rotary International’s End Polio Now campaign!

www.1905gear.com

52 | NEWS

UD5020 | NEWS | 53

| UD5020

PORT TOWNSEND SUNRISE ROTARY
“SOCKS IT TO ‘EM”!
BY JAYNE NEU

It all started with a single thought; “the US
government is sending me some money!" How
can I use part of it to help others in need?
A few blocks away from where we live is the
Jefferson County Fairgrounds, in Port Townsend,
WA, where a makeshift homeless camp has risen
this winter due to the regular shelters being
limited with the Covid-19 pandemic. I thought I
could buy some warm socks for them!
At first, I wasn’t looking to make this a club or
community project, but I presented the idea to
my club, and they were all very supportive of the
idea. The Community Socks Drive was born. Our
slogan: Stomp Out Cold Toes with Warm Socks!
Probably not the most original name, but it got
the message out there.
We checked with our local community advocate
group; Olympic Community Action Program
(OlyCAP), to see if perhaps our club could
partner with them to volunteer for their annual
homeless count they do toward the end of
January and get the socks out to those that need
them. What a great opportunity for our club to

give to our community both in time and socks!
Turned out that with the Covid-19 situations,
OlyCAP was not going to enlist community
volunteer help with the annual count this year,
but we were told they would be happy to help us
distribute the socks once we collected them. They
promised to get them to not only the homeless
camp we knew about, but others in need, the
shelters and also the local police navigator as
well as the County Sheriff’s Department, and
anywhere else there were underserved people in
need.
We put out flyers, plastered social media, sent
the announcement to the local newspaper, and
put out donation tubs at 3 local businesses, and
socks started coming in. In a short 3-week period,
we collected 199 pairs of new, warm, wintertype socks! As it was the first year and without
much notice, we are happy with the results, and
OlyCAP was thrilled with our efforts.
This may have been our first year, but it won’t be
our last. We plan to make this an annual January
event.

Lois Sherwood (right), President of the Port Townsend
Sunrise Rotary Club, and club member, Jayne Neu (left) sit
amongst the socks that were donated during the Community
Sock Drive in January.
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LADYSMITH ROTARY’S FOCUS
INTERNATIONALLY ON GUATEMALA
BY DON MERCER

Ladysmith Rotary has been celebrating its 50th Anniversary of
service to the community. Much is known of the work of the Club’s
contributions to the local community and as sponsor of Disaster Aid
Canada’s disaster assistance locally, in Canada and abroad but the club
also is known in the Lake Atitlan area of Guatemala for its efforts in
sustainable development in the San Lucas Toliman Mayan community
through the Mayan women’s group AMLUSIVI - Asociation de Mujeres
Luquenas Siempre Vivas (Association of Luquenas women always alive)
Following sustainable development efforts in Mexico and the
Philippines, the Club became focused on collaborating with the women
of the AMLUSIVI in 2013, following the trail blazed by other Vancouver
Island Rotary Clubs.
Since then the Club has participated with partner Club Nanaimo
Daybreak in projects such as providing and installing a community water
system; providing concrete triple-sink wash basins that were well suited
to families with only a single water source for dishes, hygiene, hand
washing, and vegetable washing; providing first wood stoves to replace
home-polluting fire pits, and replacing these with propane gas stoves;
rebuilding a local road; building electrical columns for the poorest homes
to receive electricity. And always ongoing, provision of school shoes and
school supply kits to ensure that the children from the poorest Mayan
families can attend school. In addition, with three other Vancouver
Island Clubs, Ladysmith Rotary has funded the rent by the AMLUSIVI
of a facility used as a Women’s Centre and Shelter for the last five years.
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The last two years, 2019-20 and 2020-21, have seen a shift in the
AMLUSIVI’s priorities as their priorities fully reflect the priorities
within their local community after the basic needs of the poorest
families have been met.
Thus, in 2019-20, the Club, along with partner Nanaimo Daybreak,
provided funding for a more than 150 concrete step walkway to Lake
Atitlan befitting both the Mayan and larger community, new modern
bathrooms, and new security grills for the local Mayan elementary
school; and five two-way emergency VHF radios for the San Lucas
Toliman emergency services, along with school supplies and shoes.
In 2020-21 Covid-19 arrived in March, and this impacted our activities
in San Lucas Toliman. The big underlying reality: the AMLUSIVI has,
over the years since 2013, proven to be a very reliable, accountable, and
trustworthy partner. Thus, although it is not possible to even travel to
Guatemala to consult and review our projects with them, we have been
able to proceed by way of consultations by email, phone, social media,
and photographs.
First, Ladysmith Rotary, with the support of Disaster Aid Canada (a
project sponsored by Ladysmith Rotary Club), was able to fund special
emergency covid-19 food, hygiene (PPE), and home school supply aid.
Subsequently, we were able to fund starting in December of the construction
of a Women’s Centre and Shelter on land deeded to the AMLUSIVI. This
Centre and shelter replaces the rented facility in May/June 2021 and is
another sustainability element as it provides an income base for the
AMLUSIVI to maintain the Centre. This is a solid concrete block building
with a kitchen, meeting/ training room, and secure Women’s shelter.
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How is all this effort funded? It is important to state that Ladysmith
Rotary does not make its contributions in isolation from others! We
are not alone.
First, Ladysmith Rotary raises funds with Ladysmith and community.
One-quarter of those funds go to our work in International Service,
including our Guatemala San Lucas Toliman AMLUSIVI projects,
the Mid-Island Group of 23 Rotary Clubs who collaborate with
each other on sustainable development projects throughout planet
Earth and provides a contribution to our AMLUSIVI project to
international student exchanges and assistance to Rotary projects
such as the world-wide Guatemala Literacy Project which ensures
schooling for over 57,000 children and adolescents in Guatemala.
Second, our partner Club in our Guatemala efforts makes a
substantial funding contribution to each sustainable development
project.
Thirdly, Rotary Club members, as in other Rotary Clubs, contribute
from their personal funds to The Rotary Foundation of Rotary
International. This Foundation, since it was founded over 100
years ago, has contributed over 4 billion dollars in equivalent USD
funds to sustainable development projects globally. Funds from
the Foundation provide one-half of the proceeds required for our
Guatemalan AMLUSIVI projects.
So, when you think of Ladysmith Rotary, think of not only projects
to respond to local Ladysmith needs but also of being connected
through Ladysmith Rotary to the betterment of the local San Lucas
Toliman community on Lake Atitlan, Solola province in Guatemala.
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JUST A FEW WRINKLES IN VOLUNTEERING
BY KEVIN HAYWARD

The COVID-19 pandemic has added a wrinkle to
the Lacey club’s volunteer efforts, but it hasn’t
derailed them – not by a long shot.

Operations Officer Shellica Trevino. “The handson support provided by Lacey Rotary volunteers
was so valuable. We are very grateful!”

On a cold but clear Saturday morning in January,
five club members and their families – 21
volunteers in all – gathered to clean the grounds
at the Lacey Branch of Thurston County Boys &
Girls Clubs. The raking and weeding met a need
for the Boys & Girls Clubs.

The morning also included healthy doses of fun,
fellowship, and food. That combination is part of
what makes Lacey Rotary a special group.

“Our staff has been hard at work delivering
all-day camp since last March, which has left
very little time for outdoor maintenance,” said
Boys & Girls Clubs of Thurston County Chief

“We have put a priority on in-person service
projects this year to help build more relationships
between club members and our families,” said
club president Kelly Golob. “ These projects
have helped us grow membership and develop
a deeper relationship with many of the charities
we have supported financially for many years.”
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FEEDING THE HUNGRY IN NEPAL DURING
THE COVID-19 CRISES
ROTARY CLUB OF LANTZVILLE DISTRICT GRANT # 41 2020-2021
BY TESSA BELL

Funds for this project were raised by Rotarian Dr. San
Mahara’s annual run to raise funds exclusively for projects in
Nepal through his RC of Nanaimo Daybreak.
The funds raised for the project came from San’s walk, the
Mid Island Group [MIG], RC of Lantzville and the District
Grant. Over a period of 32 days 22,400 people in Nepal
received food from the US$7,000 that was sent.
RC of Lantzville did not have a District Grant application in
process and so, with our member’s approval, we were able to
take the lead on the project including all the Grant Application
paperwork and reporting to the District.
This meant that we would be working directly with both
the Rotaract of Kathmandu Mid-Town and Rotary Club of
Kathmandu Height in Nepal. This program would not have
been possible without the active role of Rotarians Dr Lekha
Tuladhar and Samir Nepal along with a Rotaract Soni Khanal.
The project would provide cooked meals to those in need
on the street. This was done by a cooperating organization
'Prisoners Assistance Nepal' run by Ms. Indira Rana Magar.
This part of the program was already underway providing
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food assistance to the families of prisoners in Nepal so Rotary
drew on the knowledge and infrastructure already in place
to extend the project to the streets of Kathmandu. Our DCG
helped to continue the project which was stalled due to the
lack of funding and volunteers, in the midst of lockdown
during the early phase of the pandemic.
The Rotarians and Rotaractors and volunteers were able to
purchase, prepare and distribute cooked food at six different
locations to feed as many of the needy as possible. All the
volunteers were required to observe Covid-19 safety protocols.
One of the perks was we were able to have a Zoom meeting
that included members of Lantzville Rotary, San Mahara from
Rotary Daybreak and members of the Rotary and Rotaract
clubs in Nepal. Over the period, Tessa and San had regular
zoom meetings with all the parties involved from Nepal, Dr
Lekha, Samir Soni and Ashok. Countless numbers of emails
were exchanged.
With the continuing impact of COVID-19 in Nepal the project
continues to receive support from other clubs in our District
and beyond. The goal of "Feeding the hungry in Nepal" is to
raise a total of US$33,000 to feed 100,000 people.
The feeding programme turned into a collaborative project
between three rotary districts with the help of several Rotarian
and Rotaract Clubs from Rotary District 5020 USA/ Canada,
5030 USA and 3292 Nepal. The fundraising goal has been
met. By the end of summer 100,000 people would be fed.
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ROTARY CLUB OF DUNCAN “HEART OF
GOLD” FUNDRAISER
BY MIKE TAYLOR

When Covid 19 arrived in our community
in March of 2020 the Rotary Club of
Duncan had just completed its annual
“Heart of Gold Gala Fundraiser”, a gala
dinner together with a silent and live
auction. Fundraising events for the rest
of the year were cancelled, no Spelling
Bee, no Octoberfest and no pancake
breakfasts.
As fall approached, we realized we
needed to try something else, so we
turned to an online auction. Looking
through the internet for software and
online auction examples we found the
Rotary Club of Oakville Trafalgar. We
contacted them and got advice from
Bent Fink-Jensen, their “Logistics
Chair”. He pointed us to Auctria, and
we signed up with them to run a “Fall
Online Garage Sale”. Our member
Todd Blumel offered his Quamichan
Storage facility as a collection point and
we were in business. As in all Rotary
events, the skills of a few members
made a big difference. Kim Barnard got

the software working, Susanne Atagi
organized the collection, many members
loaded the website and managed the
items for sale and the membership
contributed items and publicized the
event. COVID-19 impacted the event
since each item had to stand for a couple
of days before handling.
That learning experience set us up
to run the Heart of Gold event as an
online auction with a live component
at the closing using Zoom. Fortunately,
our Club President, Gregg Perry has a
background in theatre, so he took on the
Zoom live auction. He prepared videos
of support from the organizations we
work with and had a member, Jeff
Downie, demonstrate mixing a drink
in his Old Firehouse Wine Bar. In
Duncan, Rotary has built an enviable
reputation for community activism
which was reflected in the support by
donors and bidders. There were 156
donors and 309 bidders. Most items
went for their full value with several gift

certificates selling for more than face
amount. In addition, many bidders
made donations to Rotary. Overall, the
event raised $36,000 net of costs.
The Heart of Gold event is not a
complete substitute for the comradery
that accompanies a “Dinner” but is a
good substitute. More important, the
auction provides much better exposure
for businesses that donate items, and
a wider reach to bidders, attracting
some from far away from the Cowichan
Valley. We feel the two-step approach

was key to our success. We learned
about minimum bids, bid increments,
the subtlety of item descriptions
and photography, all of which was
important when we got to the larger
event.
The success of the event brought home
to us the Good Will that Rotary enjoys
in the community. The trust our
community has that we will take their
support and “make a difference”. Now
we must continue to live up to that
reputation.
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“UNIEDO AMERICA” ROTARY PROJECT
FAIR - CENTRAL AMERICA
BY GERRY BELTGENS

After 10 years, Panamá hosted its first virtual
project fair.
The main objective of the Virtual Project Fair
is to allow Rotary clubs in Districts 4240 &
4250 to share their projects and experiences
for the development and implementation of
sustainable projects.
On February 18 - 20, 2021, Rotary District
4240 hosted the “Uniedo America” Project
Fair in Panama via Zoom. Disaster Aid Canada
was able to participate at no cost and from the
comfort of my office.
While the Pandemic has created chaos for
travellers, Zoom has made attending far away
events easier than ever. I was able to enjoy a
cup of coffee while watching well prepared
Rotarians and Rotaractors present projects
they were planning for their communities. The
Fair was well planned and very comprehensive.
I particularly appreciated that many of the
programs had either online or side by side
translation. The website for the Project Fair is
still up at https://projectfair4240-4250.org/

The projects included disease prevention,
medical facilities, water harvesting, wells
and aqueducts, school and education
projects, economic strategies and a host of
environmental projects from reforestation to
recycling and remanufacturing.
In the past year Disaster Aid Canada has
focussed more of its attention on Central
America due to the massive impact of the
pandemic, hurricanes and tropical storms on
top of the existing challenges of poverty and
food insecurity. The constant and ongoing
disasters we are all living through may
overwhelm us but many others are far worse
off than us.
When we are depressed because we can’t visit
our family to share dinner and a glass of wine
it is worth considering that many others don’t
have any food or even a glass of clean water to
share. Many have even lost their homes and
family members to the current crisis. These
people are from our global family and they
are committed to rebuilding and restoring the
dignity of their communities.
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Zoom has allowed us to reach far beyond our
normal sphere and build relationships with
people we would never meet and discover
projects we would never hear about. This
Project Fair was a perfect example. It is
impossible to choose the best project so
here are just few samples with links to the
presentations:

of the Water Capture System. Additionally,
children will be trained long term with a
program called "Warriors of Water" that will
promote the importance of taking proper care
of water.

Club Rotario Guatemala Vista Hermosa
Satelite Uwara - Water Harvesting

https://projectfair4240-4250.com/
recyclepanama

https://projectfair4240-4250.org/waterguatemala-uwara (project information has
been updated since the Fair so contact Ricardo
Romero for more details at rl_romero@yahoo.
com

Establish a Recycling Opportunities Center
for the Central Provinces of Panama, which
will provide a combination of dignified
employment, protection of the environment
and education that allows us to protect our
natural resources for a population of more
than 450,000.

Objective - Enhance the quality of life of
3 different communities by improving the
quality of water by implementing a water
capture system at the local public schools.
Enhance social and educational life by
improving the quality of water using a
technique called SCALL® (Water Capture
System) in public schools at three different
communities:
Camotan,
Jocotan
and
Chiquimula. Communities will be educated on
the effective use of water and the maintenance

Recycling for our Country - Panamá, RC
Panamá Este

Rotary Club Los Amates
Guatemala District 4250

Izabal,

https://projectfair4240-4250.com/
reforestguad
Environmental education, reforestation and
biodiversity project.
The project will be based on reforesting 5

hectares adjacent to water sources in each
of 30 communities of the Municipality of
Los Amates Izabal, in order to preserve and
increase the water resources that supply the
communities as well as in the private lands
available in the communities. 6,000 trees will
be provided to each of these communities,
committing to receive the environmental
education that will be given for the care and
management of the trees. With which we
would be reforesting an area of 5 hectares per
community. Approximately 20,000 people
from 30 communities will benefit.
Lighting Up Your Home,
Guatemala, RC Los Amates

Solar

-

https://projectfair4240-4250.org/illuminatehome-guat
Provide an efficient and safe installation
of solar equipment for approximately 450
inhabitants of the Nueva Alianza Community,
which lacks basic electric services. Equipment
will provide an estimated consumption of
1,932 (wh/week) per family.
Disaster Aid Canada is in contact with some of
these Rotary Clubs as part of our “Rebuilding
communities… together” initiative. These
and all of the other projects can still be found
online at https://projectfair4240-4250.org/
projects
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WHEN WE TELL OTHERS ABOUT OUR
GOOD DEEDS, WE GROW OUR CAPACITY
BY KEVIN HILGERS

In summer 2020, the Rotary Club of VictoriaHarbourside handed out around $75,000
in funding to 11 different organizations.
Monies were between $2,500 and $15,000.
This month we reached out to each and
asked for a quote of “gratefulness” and how
they used the monies along with potential
marketing images. These were used to
market the details to the region via a few
social media feeds but just as important to
club membership via direct email and the
club Facebook page. Sometimes even club
members are not aware! The organizations
were pleased to work with us. One recipient
of the funding even said, “We know that
when we tell others about our good deeds,
we grow our capacity to do even more in the
future.” So true. A typical text per recipient
is as follows:
The Rotary Club of Victoria-Harbourside
provided a $3000 donation to 1000x5,
and Executive Director Eileen Eby is
delighted. “During COVID, we have had
to alter plans, as you can imagine. These
dollars have helped us immensely.”

1000x5 collects books or funds books
through donations like this to bring
children’s literacy into more homes.
Every month they donate hundreds
and hundreds of books for babies and
toddlers. “The Rotary Club of VictoriaHarbourside and 1000×5 are creating
real change for the children in the
Capital Region.” Eileen adds, “Children
begin to develop literacy skills at the
same time as language skills: in early
infancy. Handling books, hearing
stories, enjoying time with books is
vital to the development of children’s
literacy. Families need books in the
home to provide their children with this
opportunity. Thank you, Rotarians!”.
See more at http://www.1000x5.ca/
and find out more about Rotary Club
of Victoria-Harbourside, including
membership
at
https://www.
harboursiderotary.org/
The above steps were then followed up with
one more “ask”. We went back to the groups

and thanked them for their images and text
– and then asked them to do likewise.
We wanted them to advertise our donation to
them on their various platforms. Newsletters,
websites, social, media releases, etc. We did
not ask, in so many words, we told them
we would follow up if we did not hear back
with their details. These groups understand
this. For 3 or 5 or 15 thousand dollars, they
understand there are expectations. It’s a
win-win. For them, for our club, for our
communities. Remember those wise words
when someone says, “We like to do this
quietly.”
“We know that when we tell others about our
good deeds, we grow our capacity to do even
more in the future."
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HOW TO WIN A BENCH MADE FROM
42,000 PLASTIC BAGS
BY LORI CLOUTIER

Here is the utterly cool story of how one Club
is diverting tons (18, 579 pounds to date) of
plastic mailers, bread wrappers, pallet wrap,
bubble wrap and plastic bags out of the waste
stream and giving it to a U.S. manufacturer
to turn into composite lumber. And for this
work, the Club wins park benches for its local
community

The Story
In 2019, Poulsbo Rotary created a Trashy
Taskforce. “We are just a bunch of trashy
people, with trashy ideas, doing trashy
events,” said one member. “We learned that a
Bainbridge Island middle school was collecting
plastic bags for a contest to win a bench for
their schoolyard and we started collecting for
them…and after they won the contest, we just
kept on collecting.“
The manufacturer behind the school contest is
Trex, which melts down plastic bags and many
other thin plastic films and then melts and
mixes them with reclaimed wood dust to create
deck lumber.

Trex gets much of its plastic film from grocery
stores, who fill up their empty delivery trucks
with plastic for their return trips to their
distribution center. From there, the plastic is
baled bailed and sold and shipped to companies
like Trex.
In addition to their School Challenge, Trex
offers a program to community groups: collect
500 pounds of plastic bags and films in six
months and win a high-quality composite
bench.
To participate, a Club fills out a simple
registration form, receives collection boxes
and promotional posters for free from Trex,
contacts a participating grocery store to make
arrangements for dropping off bags of plastic,
and sets a start date for their six month
collection period.
“The best part: Clubs do not need to find a place
to store the plastic. Instead, they deliver it to
their partner stores after weighing it and then
report the weight that is collected each month
to Stephanie at Trex.”
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Five Hundred Pounds is a Lot of
Plastic
After educating the club on the types of plastic
film allowed, Rotarians started bringing in
billowing piles of plastic, stacking up at the
entrance to the pre-Covid Rotary meeting site.
Yet despite the enormous volume, that first pile
weighed a mere 18 pounds.
For a few months, it didn’t look like Poulsbo
could meet the challenge, but unknown to the
Club, a local Columbia Beverage Warehouse had
lost its resource for disposing of its used pallet
wrap. With 200 - 300 pounds of pallet wrap to
be rid of each week, Columbia was staring at a
$20k annual garbage bill. Columbia went to
the City Publics Works for help, and was sent
to Kitsap County Solid Waste, which contacted
Poulsbo Rotary. Was the Club interested in
drinking from this firehose?
Today, Poulsbo Rotarians Steve Hogg, Tony
Modugno, Roger Gallington share the work
of picking up Columbia’s plastic and bringing
it to partner stores Central Market and
Safeway. Duane Edwards, Jim Davidson and
Lori Cloutier serve as back-up drivers. Other
local businesses such as Peninsula Paints and
medical offices also contribute to the cause,

while reducing their waste.
Covid brought an end to collections at in-person
meetings, but members enjoyed a sociallydistanced outdoor collection event in the fall.
Other members simply take their wrap to the
store without weighing it, so even if it doesn’t
count towards the Club’s bench, it is meeting
the primary objective of landfill diversion even
if it doesn’t get counted toward the bench.

Poulsbo’s Offer to Other Clubs
Guarantees a Bench – And
Educates Communities That
Even Bubble Wrap and Amazon
Prime
Envelopes
Can
Be
Recycled
Poulsbo Rotary can now meet the 500-pound
Trex minimum in just two or three weeks,
but Trex awards a limit of one bench per sixmonth period and Poulsbo ends up turning
in hundreds of additional pounds. So the
idea was born to share the excess with other
organizations and achieve the real reason this
program is important: it helps teach people
that plastic grocery bags are only one of MANY
items that can be recycled through our grocery
stores. The deal works like this:
1. Email Rotarytrashtalk@gmail.com to
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verify that Poulsbo still has enough plastic
to share.
Contact a participating store and learn
how, when, and where they want you to
deliver the plastic you collect. Be VERY
charming.
Go to https://www.trex.com/recycling/
recycling-programs/ and register your
group.
Start collecting plastic from your
members, their businesses, friends, book
clubs, churches, etc. Consider setting up a
bin in a public place. Trex will provide two
collection bins and digital promotional
materials for free. Plastic Bag and Film
Recycling PDF Poster
Weigh and record your plastic before
delivering it to your partner store.
Each month, email your monthly total
to Rotarytrashtalk@gmail.com to get the
number of pounds you will receive from
them.
Report the total of your Club’s collections,
plus the Poulsbo Rotary’s donation, to
Trex each month.

How much does it cost to take the Trex
Challenge? It is free to take the challenge,
and Trex provides two collection bins and
digital promotional materials.

What Does Poulsbo Rotary Get Out of
This? Warm hearts from knowing that more
people will learn about and do proper recycling
of plastic film, and thousands of pounds of
plastic will never go to landfill!
Chemically speaking, what kind of
plastic are we talking about? It is Low
Density Polyethylene and High Density
Polyethylene, or LDPE and HDPE, often
marked as a 2 or a 4 in the triangle symbol
found on many products. Generally, if it is thin
plastic that you can stretch with your thumb,
it is probably LDPT or HDPT. Saran Wrap
and other cling films treated with additives
for safe food handling are not allowed – the
mix of resins and the special additives cause
problems for Trex.
How many benches can one Club
get?  One bench each six-month period.
Poulsbo is working on its third.
Can Canadian Club participate? They
used to, but not anymore. Trex has not updated
its website to reflect that unfortunate fact.
Questions?
Contact
Lori
Cloutier
at Rotarytrashtalk@gmail.com for questions or
to schedule a presentation.
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GREEN WALKERS: WALK, RECYCLE,
BEAUTIFY, REPEAT!

hoodie were available at an online retail site
where all profits go to Rotary: https://1905gear.
com/product-category/tops/sweatshirt/hoodie/

BY LORI CLOUTIER

When Covid 19 hit the world and legalized
carbohydrates for the first time in decades,
Rotarians worldwide began a search for larger
pant sizes and elastic waistbands. But sadly,
there is no vaccine for Covid Carbs. Enter Green
Walkers, a Facebook group that combines the
healthy activity of walking with the sorely needed
activity of picking up recyclables and trash.
“Do you ever go for a walk and notice trash on
the side of the road? Have you ever noticed how
much of it is recyclable?” queries Rachel Tveit in
the opening post of the Green Walkers group.
Rachel, creator of Green Walks and daughter of
Rotarian Cindy Putman, presented the Green
Walkers concept to the Poulsbo Rotary Club’s
Trash Talk Taskforce, and the members went
crazy. A recent graduate of Washington State
University’s Digital Technology and Culture
degree program, she fleshed out the concept,
created the banner logo, and launched the
Facebook Group.
The concept is simple – group members take a
collection bag with them when they take a walk,

pick up trash and recyclables, rinse the recyclables
for recycling, and toss the trash properly. And
they take photos of this activity and post it on
the Green Walkers Group site on Facebook,
whereupon they receive lots of love and support
from fellow Walkers.
After a soft opening, Green Walkers was presented
to the full Club via Zoom on February 11, 2021. On
that day the group had 19 members. It doubled
on Saturday, doubled again on Sunday, and again
on Monday. At the time of writing, the group had
over 266 members and was growing fast and had
expanded internationally, with Youth Exchange
students and country partners from Thailand,
Brazil, the Netherlands joining immediately.
Rachel Tveit posted the first Green Walk and
learned that a street that appears to be clean while
driving by can have a “surprising the amount of
trash that is out there when you are just walking
and looking for it.”
“We should have tee-shirts!” posted Patti Edwards,
wife of Rotarian Duane Edwards and one of the
first Green Walkers. Within days, a t-shirt and

The Trash Talk Taskforce is hopeful that many
Clubs will encourage their members to join
the group, take walks, invite their friends, and
help clean up their physical communities –
while fostering a supportive online community.
Anyone can join: it is joyful, fun, removes
trash…and may even help reduce those Covidrelated pant sizes!

How to join the Green Walkers Facebook Group:
Open Facebook, click on the Search link, and
enter Green Walkers: Walk, Recycle, Beautify,
Repeat! Click on the join button, and you will be
approved shortly.
How to Invite Others to Join Green Walkers:
After you join, click on the blue Invite button near
the top right of your screen. You will see a list
of your friends and checkboxes. Check the boxes
and click Invite. Once you see that they have
joined, give them a hearty welcome!
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THREE COMOX VALLEY CLUBS RAISED
$14K TO COMBAT HOMELESSNESS
BY RAY WINDSOR

Earlier this month, the Comox Valley,
Cumberland and Strathcona Sunrise clubs
participated in a national campaign named
Coldest Night of the Year to raise awareness and
monies in support of those who are homeless,
hurting and hungry across Canada and right
here in our Comox Valley.
“Locally, our efforts and the money we raised
support two organizations that work in our
community to combat homelessness,” says John
Frisch, president Strathcona Sunrise Rotary.
“The Comox Valley Transition Society and Dawn
to Dawn Action on Homelessness Society benefit
equally from the money raised locally.”
The nationwide Coldest Night of the Year
program started a decade ago, while, locally,
here in the Comox Valley, the campaign is in
its sixth year. The local campaign set its most
ambitious target ever at $121 thousand for 2021.
And when all the accounting and tallying was
done, Coldest Night of the Year in the Comox
Valley raised a whopping $170 thousand for
the cause. During the past six years, the local
campaign has raised more than $500 thousand

to combat homelessness.
The monies raised locally are used to pay rent
and to provide support services for people in
need such as the Transition Society’s outreach
services for women and children and families
who are unsheltered or struggling through
poverty. The two societies are also collaborating
with the Provincial Government to build a 22
unit housing project for families in the Comox
Valley. Dawn-to-Dawn also has a project to
convert used containers into mini-homes.
Because of the impact of the pandemic, the
normally active and congenial celebration
during a walk for the cause, couldn’t take place.
This year, the hundreds of participants were
encouraged to walk, run or bike while keeping
a safe and healthy distance from each other and
following Public Health guidelines.
“The Strathcona Sunrisers put a team of 11
members and friends on Mount Washington
for a 3km snowshoe trek,” said Frisch. “And to
encourage a friendly competition among our
Rotary Clubs, I challenged the Cumberland and

Comox Valley clubs to see if they could raise
more money than the Sunrisers.
“To sweeten the pot and get the competition
rolling, our club put up 1000 Paul Harris points
to the club that raised the most dollars per
member.”

per member. Sunrisers raised $4,760, $85 per
member and the Cumberland club brought in
$1,331 for $60 per member. In support, the
Vanier (High School) Interact Club donated
$1,455. In all, Rotary and Interact support for
Coldest Night of the Year brought in more than
$14,000.

When the counting was complete, bragging
rights and the Paul Harris points belong to the
Comox Valley club who raised $6,773 or $169

The Rotary Clubs of the Comox Valley stepped
up and stepped out to help others in need even
during the COVID Pandemic.
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ROTARY TEAM
MEXICO RETURNING
TO THE JOB SITE
BY DIANA MATSUDA

Members of the Rotary Club of Parksville AM
are optimistically looking forward to the end of
the Covid pandemic and the resumption of their
annual building trips to Mexico.
The next build will take place from February
2 - 11, 2022 and, depending upon the number
of participants, Rotary Team Mexico will be
building two or three houses for families in need.
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The Club works in partnership
with Live Different, a Canadian
non-profit organization which
carries out humanitarian work
in various parts of the world,
under the motto, "life is about
people, not stuff".
Initial
projects were carried out in Haiti
and the Dominican Republic,
but the Club's long term focus
has shifted to Mexico.
Since 2014, Rotary Team
Mexico has accomplished six
Live Different builds in small
Mexican communities in the
northern Baja. The first build
was a house for a family of
four. Subsequent construction
addressed
the
need
for
development of an educational
and training infrastructure in
the area, and after four years,
the legacy of these efforts
includes a kindergarten, a
community centre, an adult
education
centre
and
a
technology classroom.
In all their builds, Rotary Team

Mexico has acted as a catalyst,
responding to identified needs
and
leveraging
resources
both within and outside the
community. Construction of
the new kindergarten not only
meant that children were no
longer forced to learn while
sitting outside on abandoned
rubber tires, but it also instilled
new hope for the youth of the
community.
This in turn sparked an
application to Google Access for
support in obtaining the tools
and resources that would bring
the world into the classroom
and set the children on a path to
building digital skills. Through
satellite
technology,
the
children in this tiny community
now have internet access,
along with the computers and
projectors that will ensure
every student has access to the
quality education they deserve.
Similarly, the need for a
place for seniors to meet for
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companionship, meals and
recreation evolved into a fullblown Community Centre,
partnering seniors with youth
and families in a comfortable
and secure gathering place.
The “Oasis After School
Program” found a home at
the Centre, becoming a safe
place for children to play after
school, receive help with their
homework, do arts and crafts,
eat a hot meal, and learn
English, computer skills and
other subjects.
And the ripples continue …
the Adult Education Centre
now offers courses to 400
young adults each semester in
subjects ranging from animal
husbandry to cake decorating
and computer programming.
Where instructors previously
worked from transient and
makeshift spaces, they now
have a place to encourage
learning and offer youth of
the area the training that will
result in access to high quality

jobs and a brighter future.
Each of the projects undertaken
by Rotary Team Mexico has
been progressive in nature,
establishing building blocks in
the creation of a sustainable
educational infrastructure that
is locally administered and
delivered.
The economy of the area is
driven by agriculture which has
been expanding exponentially
over the past decade, creating
employment
opportunities
which have attracted hundreds
of itinerant farm workers. The
result has been a severe shortage
of housing, with many families
subjected to life in substandard
makeshift
shelters.
In
consultation with Live Different,
Rotary Team Mexico has now
returned to house construction
to address this need.
Participants are not limited
to Rotarians, but may include
friends, family and people
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just interested in “doing good
in the world”. Participation
does include some financial
commitment, as Rotary does
not cover individual expenses.
Each person is responsible
for their own travel and
accommodation, along with
a portion of costs to enable
the purchase of construction
materials.
Rotary’s
partnership
with
Live Different is essential in
delivering a project that is
both culturally sensitive and
locally
sustainable.
Local
Live Different coordinators
are responsible for overall
governance and leadership,
providing experienced local
tradespeople to supervise and
assist the Rotarians.
Participants do not need to
have any particular aptitude
for construction. There are no
experienced construction trade
journeymen in our group; just

a bunch of “weekend warrior
woodworkers” and others with
a willingness to learn and work
hard.
While the trip involves some
financial commitment and a
solid week of demanding work,
the members of Rotary Team
Mexico look forward to each
trip with enthusiasm and a
touch of emotion.
It is described as a “life changing
experience”, an opportunity
to meet amazing people, eat
delicious home-made Mexican
dishes, make lifelong friends,
and help to create change
through the power of hope. As
the Team works together with
families and communities, no
one is left unchanged.
Those interested in joining
this amazing team for a unique
and rewarding adventure may
contact Parksville AM Rotarian
Bill Rawlins for details.
bill.rawlins@gmail.com
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DISTRICT AND CLUB
EVENTS

END POLIO NOW
COLLECTION

For every “End Polio Now” item purchased, 1905 Gear will donate
$5 towards Rotary International’s End Polio Now campaign!

www.1905gear.com
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YOUR CLUB EVENTS COULD GO HERE,
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR POSTERS TODAY!

