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JANUARY GOVERNORS
MESSAGE
BY GREG HORN

January is Vocational Service Month, and I’ve
asked our District Vocational Service Chair,
Mark Hoppen, to share a few of his thoughts.
Here’s Mark:
We’ve all heard the phrase “for every
yin there’s a yang,” which speaks to
duality: good/evil, light/dark, fire/ice,
female/male, crisis/opportunity. These
times remind us of the Tao (pronounced
or spelled Dao).
Right now, the
likelihood of an American dying from
COVID-19 is more than
84 times greater than a
South Korean. (In North
ROTARIANS, NOW IS NOT THE TIME TO LET
and South Dakota - 136
OUR GUARD DOWN. WE MUST BE MORE
times greater.) Things
CAUTIOUS THAN EVER IN THE COMING
are not particularly good.

“
”

MONTHS.

As in 1918 during the
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Spanish Flu pandemic, some of us
are behaving badly, some of us are
behaving responsibly. And just like that
earlier pandemic, real, positive change
is just-around-the-corner. Remember
reading about the Roaring Twenties?
The greatest growth in Rotary on a
percentage basis occurred in the 1920s,
as people expressed a desire to form
relationships, join groups, and do good
work in the post 1918 pandemic world.
From the most profound, constrained
experiences often emerge great personal
and organizational growth.
Rotary – locally and internationally – is
about to experience the greatest period
of local and international growth in its
history. So, we’d better get ready!
What do we need to do?
We should start by considering
Rotary’s most foundational strength,
the celebration of vocation. Vocation,
albeit a word often construed as post1940s high school trade curriculum,
refers to meaningful work that is
either professional or avocational
(work that provides meaning without

compensation).
Consistent with Rotary’s original
principles – now defined as the Object
of Rotary – friendship, ethical behavior,
the ideal of service, and world fellowship
synthesize with Vocational Service to
provide a focus for Rotarians doing
good work in the world.
Our primary Rotary obligation today
is to network to expand community and
world service by meeting those from a
wide array of vocations, encouraging
them to join Rotary and serve together:
to promote high ethical standards in
business and professions, to affirm the
worthiness of all useful occupations, and
to dignify each Rotarian’s occupation as
an opportunity to serve society.
Along the way, we can inspire integrity,
encourage professional development,
foster mentoring, promote career and
life goals, and open opportunities.
January
is
Vocational
Service
Month. It’s a great month to start
a new Vocational Service project.
Look on the District 5020 website to
find a PowerPoint presentation that

explains and clarifies the many Rotary
International and District 5020 ways to
engage Vocational Service. And check
out more at Vocational Service | District
5020 (rotary5020.org)
Thank you, Mark.
Thank goodness the vaccines to fight Covid-19
are finally getting distributed throughout
the world. Clubs must be pro-active on
vaccinations for Covid-19 like we are with polio.
In fact, many countries around the world will
be using the infrastructure that is already in
place to fight polio to distribute and administer
the Covid-19 vaccine. For more late -breaking
information please visit this link.
Lastly, I’d like to thank all of you who have
given so much in these difficult times.

Together, we have made it through ten months
of the Corona-19 pandemic. Lifestyles have
been altered for everyone, and weekly club
meetings are far different than before. I’ll talk
about the future of weekly club meetings in
next month’s UD5020.
Just as two vaccines have been released,
the virus seems to have mutated to a faster
spreading version. Rotarians, now is not the
time to let our guard down. We must be more
cautious than ever in the coming months. We
didn’t come this far to be defeated now.
Please mask up, avoid even small gatherings,
and be safe every way you know how. We will
get through this.
Thanks, and I hope to see you at one of your
weekly Zoom club meetings soon.
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ONLY A FEW MORE ISSUES OF
UD5020 REMAIN
BY CALEB SUMMERFELT

It has been an absolute honor to
create a district publication that had a
following from 40 different countries.
The last issue was viewed from Austria,
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Finland,
France, Germany, Ireland, Russia,
Sweden, Turkey, United States.
The magazine has blessed me with the
ability to meet Rotarians from all over
our District when submitting content.
I haven't had success locating
members for the Public Image
Committee, so at the end of the Rotary
year, the current magazine will be

transitioning to a dedicated mediastyle website. The exciting part, as
articles are submitted, they can be
posted immediately so that we will be
expanding our reach and impact.
With that said, I'm excited to start
identifying feature/cover articles for
the few remaining issues of UD5020.
If you have a club project that you
would like to spotlight, please contact
me!
It has been an honor to create this
magazine, and I cant wait to see it
progress into a new platform.
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volunteer on a weekly basis. Rotary represents
many of the things that this group is looking
for, however, they just don’t know it. So, let’s
look at how we can effectively recruit and turn
Millennials into active and engaged Rotarians.

GROW YOUR CLUB BY ENGAGING THE
NEXT GENERATION IN ROTARY
BY MARILYN HOPPEN

It is a new year, a great time to focus on growing
Rotary. With the many challenges of 2020
and the COVID-19 pandemic, we’ve engaged
innovation and flexibility this past year. This
is the perfect time to capture the attention of
the Millennials and convince them to be a part
of Rotary.
The Rotary International theme this year is

Rotary Opens Opportunities. Millennials are
actively looking for opportunities to network
and connect with mentors in order to gain
a competitive edge in their careers. The
Millennials or Gen Ys, born between the early
1980s and late 1990s, are a dynamic group
who crave community and truly want to make
a difference. Millennials are globally minded,
socially engaged, and reportedly over 70%

You probably already know these Millennials.
Often these young people have already been
positively impacted by your Rotary club in
your local community. Think about past
participants in youth exchanges, RYLA,
Interact or Rotaract clubs. If you want to grow
your club with Millennials, then a good place
to start is to re-connect with young people you
already know, who have benefited from your
club. You may be surprised how many of them
will be eager to join and participate. All they
need is for someone to ask. It really is that
easy!
If you want to attract young people to your
club, get good at telling your Rotary story.
Young people want to hear how Rotary has
made a difference in your life and how Rotary
has impacted the world at large. Promote the
inspiring service projects in your club over
the years, both locally and abroad. Endorse
the relationships you have built with fellow
Rotarians. Share how Rotarians have been
there to lend a hand in good times and bad.

Your stories and experiences will inspire.
Remember, Millennials are action-oriented.
Make sure your club is too. If your club is
simply going through the motions of Rotary –
meeting once a week and achieving little - it
is highly unlikely that young people will want
to join. Millennials are attracted to clubs that
are achievement-oriented, clubs that make an
impact.
Attracting these younger members to your
club, be thoughtful about how you engage
them. Millennials are often hesitant to make
long-term commitments. Start slowly, inviting
these new members to be a part of small,
short-term projects. This will allow them to
catch the vision, the DNA of Rotary, and build
relationships with club members. This will
build engagement. We want Millennials to
become Rotarians who are committed to the
future of local and global Rotary.
Currently, only two percent of Rotary’s
membership worldwide is under the age of 30.
Young people really are a huge opportunity
for Rotary in the years and decades ahead.
We all benefit by having a new generation of
passionate, talented and inspired Rotarians
serving beside us.
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THERE IS NEED TO ADDRESS
ILLITERACY AND WE CAN HELP
BY ANITA WOTSCHEL

Education and literacy affect every
community around the world. When
we see statistics such as 17% of the
world’s population over age 15 is
illiterate, know that communities
in District 5020 are part of this.
Restricted earnings, generational
poverty, increased health care costs,
lack of development of essential life or
vocational skills, are all inter-related
effects of illiteracy or low literacy.
As Rotarians, we have an opportunity
to raise literacy rates. Small and large
actions all make a difference. We are
Rotarians and collectively have an

amazing set of skills, attitudes, and
abilities to address problem. Think of
the specific segment of your community
that you would like to focus on.
Now that many more Rotarians are
becoming fluent with online meetings,
we can generalize this skill to provide
literacy and education to people of
all ages. What is holding us back
from mentoring online? There are
inexpensive online reading programs
that we can provide to others.
Each year District 5020 awards a
literacy award to clubs that have

participated in five or more literacythemed activities. This year the clubs
that met this goal were Rotary Clubs of
Campbell River Daybreak, Courtenay,
Gateway, Olympia, Port Orchard,
Puyallup South Hill, Silverdale,
Tacoma Sunrise, and Twin Cities of
Chehalis. Rotary Clubs of Bainbridge
and Sooke participated in fifty or more
initiatives.
There is a need to address illiteracy,
and we can help. On the District 5020
website there is a list of projects that
clubs have participated in to celebrate
and improve literacy.
This Rotary year we are asking that
if you have the ability to make 30
second video clips of your club’s most

powerful, fun, hands-on project, that
we can then compile into a short video.
These projects may be the one you feel
has been the most impactful, or fun, or
hands-on…your choice.
The deadline for the award is April 21,
2021
Please send me the list of your club’s
projects, once signed off by your
president, to: Anita Wotschel, 1672
Beaufort Avenue, Comox BC. V9M
1R7
Or email the list to: rotaryanitaw@
gmail.com
Every literacy-themed
valued.

action

is
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IS YOUTH EXCHANGE SERVICE?
BY NATALIE CRAWSHAW

Youth exchange volunteers are often asked how
youth exchange fits into the world of Rotary
service. The people who are the most obvious
beneficiaries of the program aren’t yet Rotary
members and it can seem like there is an awful
lot of work that goes into sending one person off
on an academic year in another country. While
those two things are true, youth exchange is also
a program with a very long view on things. Let me
explain by telling you a more personal story.
Way back in 1985 – yup that’s in the last century
my young friends – I was selected by my local
club, Campbell River, to go on an exchange. I
remember the preparation process clearly: my
Mom telling me to hurry up and get the application
done already! (she might have been trying to get
rid of me for a year); being interviewed by large
panels of people for the first time; travelling to
Fort Flagler, WA to meet the other outbound
students with my Dad for outbound orientation;
and getting to know my local club members and
the Rotary way.
Being brought to meetings and enjoying the
lighthearted ethos of service that permeated the
club has always stuck with me. Well, to be honest,
some of the traditions and inside jokes were

confusing at first but I got it after a while – going
to a club meeting as a newcomer is kind of like a
light version of being an exchange student.
BACK TO THE FUTURE
I joined Campbell River Daybreak Rotary in 2018
after our daughter was selected to go an exchange.
Since then, in addition to club activities, I have
had the opportunity to join an international
wheelchair service project, I joined the district
youth exchange committee and our family has
hosted several exchange students.
I tell you this not because my story is special: I
think it is actually fairly representative of the
impact that youth exchange has on the future
service of a student that is given the opportunity
to participate in the program. The returns aren’t
immediate: it’s a long game.
GENERATIONS
Youth exchange has a profound effect on the
families that open up their hearts and homes
to be host parents. Our family has friendships
that stretch back to my year in Denmark. We
have been fortunate to have had return visits

Here’s me (on the left) with two of
the other Canadian students shortly
after we arrived in Denmark in 1985.
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from students my family hosted while I was in
Denmark and from my host families. For some
this was also a chance for them to reconnect
with family members they had lost touch with
in Canada and the US. The generations keep
going: our daughter has met and keeps in contact
with the children and grandchildren of my host
families and friends that she has met, in addition
to her own international friends.
Youth exchange sews the seeds for our future lives.
It is local and international service. I have met
many people who joined Rotary, myself included,
because of their involvement in youth exchange:
whether as a past student themselves, the parent
of an outbound student or a host family for an
inbound student. I would list a few names here
but I am worried that I will forget some of them,
there are so many! I bet you know some too.
WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOUTH EXCHANGE?
Throughout the last year club members have
continued to connect with inspiring youth in their
community – not an easy task in a pandemic.
In a normal year students, parents, committee
and club members would have met in Victoria
in December, had a chance to meet each other
in person and enjoyed some fellowship with
other Rotarians. Like everything, this year will

be different. By the time you are reading this we
will have held the district interviews on zoom,
meeting the new applicants and reinterviewing
the students who applied last year and weren’t
able to go because of the restrictions imposed by
the pandemic.

families with new levels of understanding and
compassion. So it’s zoom for now but hopefully
this will be one of the steps to get us on the road
to resuming exchanges in 2021/22. Here’s to the
long game and a happy and healthy 2021!

Questions about youth exchange programs?
Please contact your local club youth exchange
officer (YEO), district committee chair Mike
Cloutier, or district committee vice-chair Natalie
Crawshaw.

HOPE FOR A NEW YEAR
If your club is involved in youth exchange, or
has been in the past, you are already aware that
we have been continuing to work on making
exchanges a possibility for the 2021/22 school
year. In addition to District 5020 requiring that all
inbound and outbounds students are vaccinated
against COVID-19, Rotary International has set
the conditions that schools must be operating
with full time in person instruction, travel
restrictions are lifted and visa requirements can
be met before exchanges resume.
Like you, I am hopeful that 2021/22 will see
us cautiously reentering the wider world and
opening our homes up to friends from near and
far once again. The service inspired by youth
exchange programs continues and becomes
multi-generational, extending beyond Rotary’s
membership base. Students come back, join their
local communities, continue to volunteer with
clubs and stay connected to their international

With my Canadian daughter, two of our new
Mexican Rotoract friends and my daughter’s
American best friend from exchange, coming full
circle at an international youth exchange conference
in early 2020.

Past exchange students are an important part of our recruitment and interview process.
They are the people with the on-the ground experience of what it’s like to live for a year as
an exchange student. The students who go on exchange also continue to be the strongest
advocates for the program and inspire each other which is an important way that the
service of these young peace ambassadors is carried forward. This group of students were
on exchange in 2018/19 and were an important part of our interview panels in 2019.
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SAVE THE DATE: MARCH 13, 2021
BY MARNEE OBENDORF

We hope you’ll join us on that date
To once again participate
At District Training Virtually
Your smiling faces we hope to see!
In 2020, when we were forced by the epically
horrendous pandemic that befell us to hold
our annual District Training via Zoom, we
really weren’t sure how successful it would
be since it had never been done before. To
say that it was incredibly well received and
that we were all extremely happy with the
outcome is something of an understatement!
Of course, there were a few small glitches
here and there along the way, but they were
all capably handled by our team of talented
Rotarian trainers and technology gurus!
With the knowledge, we gained from that
2020 experience, but particularly since the
pandemic is still, unfortunately, lurking
among us, we will be once again offering our
annual training virtually on Saturday, March
13, 2021. The only change is that we are now
calling it District Training Virtually (DTV),
but the premise remains the same: To offer
stellar training by subject matter experts in

multiple areas of focus to all District 5020
Rotarians (and guests) in as comfortable
and as cost-effective a manner as possible.
“Comfortable” equates to sitting in your own
home (or other location of your choice as long
as there’s good Zoom access). “cost-effective”
means it’s all FREE to you! It can’t get more
comfortable or cost-effective than that.
Classes are planned in leadership skills,
fundraising, basic Rotary information,
social media, membership enhancement,
public speaking, and much more! As
an added BONUS, there will be a VERY
SPECIAL GUEST: Everyone of you
will have an opportunity to have your
morning coffee with Rotary International
Incoming
President
Shekar
Mehta!
Watch for an e-mail notice to come out
to every Rotarian in the District early
in February with registration details.
Descriptions for each class will be published
on the District website at that time for
you to choose from. We hope you’ll join
us! Put this date on your calendar NOW:
Saturday, March 13, 2021!
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HAVE YOU JOINED THE ROTARY
BUSINESS DIRECTORY?
HTTPS://WWW.GNWROTARYNETWORK.COM
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A PROVEN TRACK RECORD OF
HUMANITARIAN SERVICE
BY ALLISON KINGSTON

In November, ShelterBox awarded Rotary
International with its first Global Humanitarian
Service Award, in recognition of Rotary’s
outstanding partnership throughout the years.
Founded in 2000 by Rotary members in the
United Kingdom, ShelterBox provides emergency
shelter and essential supplies to help communities
through their toughest times. ShelterBox and
Rotary officially became project partners in
disaster relief in 2012.
Rotary has been instrumental in ShelterBox’s
growth, helping to transform ShelterBox into an
internationally recognized disaster relief charity.

The mutual benefits are enormous. ShelterBox
receives networking, logistical and financial
support from Rotary and, equally, acts as a
catalyst in encouraging people all over the world
to become involved with their local Rotary club.
ShelterBox CEO Sanj Srikanthan presented the
award to Rotary International General Secretary
and CEO John Hewko.
“It is with great pride that we celebrate our
longest standing partner and the cornerstone
upon which ShelterBox is built,” said
Srikanthan. “Rotary is truly in the DNA of
everything we do.”

The two organizations have helped over 1.7
million people in 100 countries. More recently,
the partnership has delivered lifesaving shelter
and aid to families, protecting them from the
threat of coronavirus.

that ShelterBox support had a positive impact on
the wider community.

“This award is for every Rotary member in the
world who has ever enabled this life-saving work,”
said Hewko. “Together, we should take great
pride in this achievement of supporting families
recovering from disaster and conflict around the
world.”

A mother to eight children, Fanne lives in
Minawao camp having had no choice but to leave
her disabled husband behind when she fled from
Boko Haram. With our support she was able to
move out of a collective centre and start to rebuild
a home. She said: “Home is important to anybody
because it is the place you have some rest after a
stressful day. It’s like a refuge, it keeps you safe
from rain, sun and wind.”

In 2020 alone, thanks to the help of Rotary,
ShelterBox was able to support over 40,000
families, equating to almost 200,000 people in 11
countries. One of these responses was in Northern
Cameroon where Fanne (pictured above) is living.
In Cameroon, 96.7% of people interviewed felt

Looking to learn more about Rotary and
ShelterBox’s partnership? Visit our Action
Toolkit where you can read more stories from
families like Fanne’s, request a speaker for your
club and so much more. Visit: https://www.
shelterboxcanada.org/actiontoolkit/
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LONGVIEW ROTARY ASSISTS LOCAL
DRIVE & DROP FOOD DRIVE
BY KEITH LARSON

Led by Project Chair, Joe Amrine,
a large group of Rotarians from
Longview’s Noon Club spent
Saturday, December 5th at
Riverside Park in Kelso hosting
and working at a food donation
site.

their donations of non-perishable
groceries and toiletries to one of
the four drop-off sites between 9
AM-3 PM. At the sites, contributors
and safely drove up and released
their trunks or hatchbacks from
inside their cars.

For the past 32 years, the annual
Cowlitz County food drive was
known as Walk N Knock. But, due
to the Covid-19 pandemic and
resulting safety restrictions, this
year’s door-to-door neighborhood
Walk N Knock collection was not
possible.

Rotary
volunteers,
including
family members and Interact
Club members, unloaded their
donations, sorted, and placed the
donated items in designated bins
for delivery to the Food Warehouse
at Lower Columbia CAP.

In its place, the organizers
spawned the idea of Drive & Drop.
Four drive up and drop-off sites
throughout the Longview-Kelso
area were designated for the
customary and usual first Saturday
in December collection date.
The public was asked to take

The day’s Drive & Drop donations
netted over 9,000 lbs. – quite
a bit short of the normal Walk
N Knock collections but still
important during these unusual
and challenging times of increased
community need. Also helping out
at the other three drop-off sites
were the Longview Early Edition
Club and the Kelso Club.
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ROTARY LIGHTS UP THE HOLIDAYS
BY CATHERINE CLEVELAND

Twin Cities Rotary believes in giving back. We
have a long tradition of giving, as highlighted
by our annual holiday Giving Tree program.
Although 2020 was a difficult year in which
to host such a program, we knew it would
be more important now than ever. After all,
just like planting a real tree, the Giving Tree
signifies hope.
Rotary’s Giving Tree Fundraiser was founded
by members Bob Cosser and Bill Logan
nearly 20 years ago. This dynamic duo had
the ingenious idea to purchase gift certificates
for local families in need during the holiday
season. This simple concept has grown into a
long-standing tradition that has become one of
our most inspiring and impactful events.
Each year Rotary raises over $20,000 for
families in need. These funds are used to
purchase gift certificates, which families can
use for children’s Christmas gifts or food for
holiday dinners. This may seem like a small
thing, but when times are tough, the knowledge
that your community cares - and a holiday full
of warm memories - can make all the difference.
Each year Rotary focuses on a different school

district, which selects the families most in
need. Teachers and administrators are best
positioned for this task, as they know their
students’ families well and can easily see where
Rotary’s contributions will do the most good.
When the time comes, Rotary
members partner with school
district staff to personally
deliver the gift certificates. This
delightful tradition is equally
enjoyed by all.
Although
fundraising
is
traditionally conducted within
Rotary, this year’s community
need was so great that we
decided to open fundraising
to the public. Those interested
in donating could mail in a
check or pledge via email or
Facebook.
After the two-week fundraising
period, our club “gathered”
for a virtual Christmas party
to celebrate and announce
the total amount raised. We

anticipated a slight decrease from last year’s
total of $20,000, due to COVID-19 hardships.
Imagine how thrilled and amazed we were
to learn that we had not only surpassed our
previous goal, but nearly doubled it! In all, our
wonderful community members donated over
$32,500!

We want to thank the generous individuals
who made this Christmas miracle possible.
Your donations will make the holiday season
merry and bright for our friends and neighbors
in need. Perhaps most importantly, it lets them
know that even in the darkest of times, they
aren’t alone. And as long as we stand together,
there is hope.
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GIG HARBOR MIDDAY ROTARY PLAYS SANTA
BY KELLIE BENNETT

Masquerading as mere Rotarians during the
rest of the year, each December members of
The Gig Harbor Midday Rotary Club become
Elves, Santas, and even Reindeer to fill Key
Peninsula’s Red Barn Youth Center (RBYC) with
Christmas music, delicious cookies, and several
sleighs worth of gifts. Since December 2016,
Our Midday Rotarians have provided middle
school and high school students attending Red
Barn Youth Center's after school program with
generous Christmas gifts and a fun, festive party.
Unfortunately, this year Covid 19 has forced a
change in plan.

Midday has provided ongoing financial and
material support to RBYC throughout the years,
ranging from school supply drives to purchasing
winter coats to installing a basketball court. But
the Rotarians don’t often get the chance for inperson experience with the students. The annual
holiday party provided a perfect opportunity
for our Rotarians to come inside the youth
center and meet the students they have helped
with their generous donations. At the party,
Rotarians decked in festive holiday headbands,
hats, sweaters, ties, and yes, even Reindeer
onesies, would sit at tables with the students,

sing holiday songs, play games, and eat together
before the presents are distributed.
As if in competition with past years' celebrations,
Midday Rotarians would strive to make each
December party bigger and better. As more
students heard about the event and chose to
receive a gift, the Rotarians in the club have
quickly been outnumbered by the students. But
club members’ generosity has shown no limits.
Extra gifts are always on hand, for students that
attend the youth center for the first time on the
party date, or who had originally thought they
didn’t want a gift.
Even though this year’s celebration had to be

cancelled, and the RBYC’s after school program
is temporarily replaced by remote learning
groups for students without reliable internet,
Midday reached out to Red Barn Youth Center
this Fall to request that students still fill out a
Gift Wish Form, offering presents to both past
and current program attendees. Once again,
Midday Rotarians gave generously and students
were thankful that these much-appreciated gifts
could still appear, even if they didn’t get to see
the Elves, Santas, and Reindeer in person this
year.
Thank you again Midday Rotarians, for showing
Red Barn Youth Center students there is still joy
in the world, even during this difficult time!
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UPDATES FOR PARKLAND SPANAWAY
ROTARY
BY KEVIN GLEIM

Our Golf Ball Drop has been postponed until April or
May, to be determined soon. This is the fundraiser to
help Phyu Thin of South Hill Rotary build a new YMCA
and community center in Loikaw, Myanmar, formerly
Burma. The link to view a short video about the cause,
as well as a link to the registration website, will be in an
article to come. Remember, you can make a donation
of $20 to have your name associated with a numbered
ball, or you can do multiples. The balls will be dropped
from a helicopter from 50 feet onto a driving range
above a cup, and the closest ball wins, and there will
be additional prizes and for the furthest away.
Our Tenth Annual golf tournament to benefit The
American Lake Veterans Golf course and our causes
will be July 31st at that golf course. It is $100 per
golfer to play, and foursomes are highly encouraged to
register. Our tournament is known for the great rib and
fixings lunch and that it is alcohol-free. Because of the
mission of healing and fellowship of veterans, there is
no alcohol allowed on the course. This is a great cause,
and we will have a variety of golfers, both civilians
and Veterans. For many, this tournament is their only
opportunity to play the course as it is for veterans and
their guests only. More information and registration
can be found on our website at www.psrotaryclub.org
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WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE
IN THE DISTRICT MAGAZINE?

Membership articles? Foundation articles?
Youth Exchange articles? Please ask your
District Leaders to submit articles.
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ROTARY RESPONDS
BY VINCE DICAROLIS

In an effort to help local businesses, the
Bainbridge Island Rotary club announced
the support and creation of an exciting new
project….The Bainbridge Island General
Store.

Bainbridge Brewers, a rain
hat from Bay, Hay & Feed,
or a scarf from Heart.

The BI Rotary Club committed $15,000 to
fund the site development and operation
for the first 90 days. The Bainbridge Island
Downtown Association and the Chamber of
Commerce will take it from there.

Products are not purchased
directly on the Bainbridge
Island
General
Store
website itself, but rather,
shoppers are directed to
the retailers’ websites
where those products are
sold. The only requirement
for retailers is that they
have a City of Bainbridge
Island business license, a
Bainbridge Island address,
and a functioning website.

Our community has the will to support small
local businesses, but it needs a resource like
this to identify what and where gifts/services/
experiences are available.

Similar
projects
have
been successfully launched in Bend, Oregon,
Pioneer Square in Seattle, and Seattle’s
Ballard neighborhood.

This website features local products and links
to retailers who offer those products. For
example, a shopper could search for apparel.
Results would show what is available in the
community, whether it is a hoodie from

The long-term intent is to build a platform
that would extend beyond shopping for the
holidays. The ultimate goal is for it to be a
resource for island organizations of all kinds
with links to their websites. Tom Lindsley,

This is a new website with the goal of
making shopping locally as simple as
shopping on Amazon. The General Store was
launched on Friday, December 4 - https://
bainbridgeislandgeneralstore.com

Co-chair of the BI Rotary Club’s COViID
Response Committee said, ” This project
is intended to build community by the
community with a total commitment to the
local small business economy.”

plans an educational branch for e-learning
and workshops, direct B2B connections,
promotions and marketing efforts through
social media, and extensions such as local
delivery.

Beyond the initial 90 days of operations,
the General Store intends to expand to
more businesses and partner sites. It

Check it out. You never know what you’ll
find….and you’ll be helping local small
business survive.
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SALVATION ARMY BREAKFASTS, STILL A
NECESSITY IN THE COVID ERA
BY DON DEMPSON

‘The need never ends’ – those are the facts, and it’s why the
Rotary Club of Nanaimo North continues to go that extra mile
each month, even in the face of the increasing reality of the Covid
virus pandemic’s shocking statistics.
The Nanaimo North’s Rotary team of volunteers (although fewer
because of the pandemic’s and personal restrictions) continue to
go in early and prepare breakfast for the scores of homeless and
working poor, but now instead of serving in the Salvation Army’s
dining area, prepares “to go” boxes with the breakfasts.
Rob Waine, Rotary’s program coordinator explained, “after the
outbreak, our club had to take time off from our regular breakfast
program to monitor the effects of the virus, comply with quarantine
restrictions and reassess how we could manage our team, be safe
and yet deliver the breakfasts required. Working with the Salvation
Army, we came up with a plan to prepare meals inside, box them
up and then take them out to a mobile Emergency Services truck
where we could serve people through a side access window.”
The plan works, and once a month the Rotary club takes over the
Salvation Army’s kitchen, and volunteers, under strict supervision
and with Personal Protective Equipment in place, prepares
nutritious meals that don’t need any cutlery and can safely be
distributed to those who are desperate for a meal. In December,
in addition to the breakfasts, the Rotary Club also handed out
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thermal socks to all those who came for breakfast. Waine added,
“we did this last year and it was so well received. Sometimes it’s
just these little things that make all the difference and, it is the
season of giving.”
“It was always so special for our group to serve the Salvation Army
clients when we were inside,” said Waine. “The interaction was
so rewarding, and on any given Saturday, we’d serve hundreds
of breakfasts. The pace was frantic at times, but seeing so many
homeless and working poor being fed was fed was amazing.”
With the Covid 19 situation, though, and with restrictions as
to serving and interacting with people, “our overall breakfast
numbers have gone down dramatically since we moved to the
outside truck service,” Waine indicated. “It doesn’t mean the
need isn’t still there; it is.
We worry where the former clients have gone, but as Rotarians,
we’re concerned about making sure we’re doing our best to help
the community and get to as many people as we can,” he added.
Inside, in the kitchen, the Rotary volunteers continue to work
like a well-oiled machine, or as one volunteer described, a
professionally choreographed dance team moving from cook
ovens and prep stations to the boxing and deliver groups.
“It’s always been about service,” explained Rotarian Ed Poli, “our
team does this because we believe in helping the community,
supporting the Salvation Army’s mandate and making sure those
that need a breakfast get one; one that’s nutritious and free.”
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SIDNEY BY THE SEA ROTARY CLUB
CELEBRATING THEIR 25TH ANNIVERSARY!
BY PIETA VANDYKE

On November 20, 2020, Sidney by the Sea
Rotary Club celebrated its 25th anniversary.
As we could not have a party, we put up 25
of our Canada flags and our new banner. The
site was at the Mary Winspear Centre, at the
main entrance to the town. The centre posted
congratulations on their rolling billboard.
During those twenty-five years, we are
proud of having supported the ORCCA
dental program for low-income families,
the local hospital and food bank, assisted a

young woman in pursuing post-secondary
education, put on a Santa’s Workshop for
kids to make gifts, were Salvation Army
kettle angels, built a water spray park, and
assisted a hospital in Brazil and villagers in
Guatemala.
We raised funds for this through the longrunning Monte Carlo nights, and more recently
by sewing face masks and erecting flags on
national holidays. We’re looking forward to
serving our community for another 25 years!
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THE GIG HARBOR BASKET BRIGADE
BY DAVE CATHERS

The Gig Harbor Basket Brigade that provides
a full Thanksgiving plus meal with all the
traditional fixings was started in 1994 by Past
President David Cathers. In the first year, 12
families received a basket prepared by 8 people.
In 2019, before the devastating Covid – 19
pandemic, more than 1500 families received
baskets. The food and other items are paid for
and/or volunteered by a number of individuals
and businesses, including Walmart and WinCo.
This year was our 27th Gig Harbor Basket
Brigade. We deliver all over Gig Harbor,
including Bremerton, Silverdale, and Port
Orchard; we have reached out to South Puget
Sound from Seattle south to Olympia. We also
provide some 600 baskets to both JBLM and
The Navy families. More than 450 volunteers

assemble and distribute the baskets. Each basket
comes with a tag that says, “This Basket comes to
you from someone who cares. All we ask is that
you take care of yourself well enough to do this
for someone else someday.” They put the basket
on the doorstep , ring the bell, and run.
Each basket comes with a turkey and a roasting
pan, plus a box with all the fixings and about a
week’s worth of food. The boxes are decorated
by the school kids, the Boys and Girls Club, and
the Girl Scout and Boy Scout troops.
There are many people that have received
baskets that come and help each year. So it
REALLY Has Come FULL CIRCLE many times!
The smiles, the hugs, the tears of joy keep many
volunteers coming back every year!
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QUALICUM BEACH
LOTTERY
BY JEFF FRANKFORD

The Rotary Club of Qualicum Beach recently completed our
2nd annual Christmas lottery raffle. The winner received $1000
towards a local shopping spree extravaganza. The lottery raises
money for the club and helps our local business community with
the lottery winner spending the $1000 locally.
It’s a real win, win!
We also have worked many shifts for our local Salvation Army
this year, and our club also donated $1500 for their Christmas
drive.
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BUILD AND GIVE A BIKE PROGRAM 2000
TO 2020
BY TERRY BROWN

For 20 years, the Rotary Clubs of Gig Harbor,
Clover Park, Gig Harbor Morning, Lakewood,
Puyallup, Tacoma North, Sumner, and
Parkland-Spanaway have contributed funds
and time to build and distribute bikes to
children in need throughout Pierce County.
The program was initiated by Waste Connections
(also known as LeMay or Murrey’s Disposal),
which has for 20 years provided brand new
bikes that Rotarians assemble and distribute in
their geographic areas. In Gig Harbor, the lead
person, Past President Terry Brown, has led this
great program. Typically, more than 500 bikes

are assembled and distributed by Rotarians to
Pierce County children. Even more impressive
is that this program assembled and delivered
over 9000 bikes and helmets to children across
America.
Thanks to Waste Connection and their
coordinator, Rick Vahl, and those in addition to
Rotary Clubs who contribute funds to purchase
the bikes and, of course, all the Rotarian Elves
who assemble and distribute the bikes.
We are sure that each of you remembers your
joy when you received your first new bicycle.
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WHEN EVERYONE EATS EVERYONE WINS!
BY THEA MILLER

Comox Valley and Strathcona Sunrise Rotaries teamed up this
summer and fall to help fellow community members in need
have continued access to good local food during these difficult
times of Covid-19, and at the same time, support struggling foodrelated businesses like growers, food retailers, and restaurants.
It all started with Comox
Valley member, Myrna Logan,
whose food security raffle idea
...IT ALL HAPPENED REALLY QUICKLY,
gained immediate support.
EVERYONE JUST DUG RIGHT IN AND GOT
Logan also took the reigns to
TO WORK..." PIETER VORSTER
lead a team of members from
both clubs, to quickly bring her
idea to fruition. “We needed to
move fast to find a new way to help our communities that would
sidestep the challenges of Covid-19,” said Logan. “The result was
the Everyone Eats Raffle, which we all agreed would support the
Comox Valley Food Bank and Lush Valley Food Action Society.”

“
”

As a first for both clubs, the raffle presented quite a learning
curve, but team members were not dissuaded. Safety issues also
meant tickets could not be sold in the usual ways, at places where
people typically gather. Nobody was gathering anywhere, so the
solution was to develop a way to buy tickets online through the
Comox Valley Rotary’s website.
The people-power needed to get a raffle license for the first time,
create branding, build a webpage, print tickets and promotional
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materials, encourage sales, and process tickets was much
greater than anticipated. Fortunately, Covid-19 had a silver
lining, because it meant that some of our members had a bit
more availability than usual, and were able to take on more
time and labour-intensive work. “It all happened really quickly,”
said Pieter Vorster, Director of Public Image for Comox Valley
Rotary. “Everyone just dug right in and got to work.”
After just eight weeks of sales, 826 tickets out of a possible 1,000
were sold, 646 online and, thanks to both clubs’ members, 180
tickets were sold in person, via their personal and business
networks. Members and presidents of Strathcona Sunrise, John
Frisch, and Comox Valley, Nicole Gavac, were thrilled with the
result, considering the challenges of the times. “The raffle was
a great success, and while it wasn’t easy, we couldn’t be more
pleased to be able to give just over $6,600 to each of our raffle
recipients,” said Frisch.
The two clubs are already planning improvements needed to
make next years’ Everyone Eats Raffle even more successful.
“Our success helping people struggling with food insecurity
has inspired us to make the Everyone Eats Raffle an annual
fundraiser,” said Gavac. “We’re also really pleased that we’ve
been able to support local businesses by buying raffle prizes
from them.”
Four lucky raffle winners will eat very well for quite a while now,
armed with thousands of dollars in gift certificates from top
Comox Valley restaurants and food-retailers, plus tokens for the
Comox Valley Farmers’ Market. Bon appetit, everyone!
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PORT TOWNSEND ROTARY
CLUB SECRET SANTA!
BY SANDY EHERENMAN

For the past six years, the Rotary Club of Port Townsend has
been providing Christmas gifts for several seniors in the
community. This year had its challenges providing all the gifts
we have normally done in the past, but the Club still wanted to
do something for the seniors. Working with the local nursing
home, Rotarians were able to be part of their Secret Santa
program. The Club ended up providing over 30 gifts for seniors.
These gifts went to seniors who have no family in the area and
normally would not receive a gift for Christmas. "It's a joy to
know that a small gift can brighten someone's day and to let
them know that someone cares", according to program organizer
Sandy Eherenman.

66 | NEWS

| UD5020

ROOTED IN GRATITUDE
BY SARAH DAGEENAKIS

As 2020 comes to a close, I can't help but feel
grateful.
This last weekend The Rotary Club of South
Kitsap spent the day Bell Ringing for the
Salvation Army.

I saw a woman whose home had just burnt
down two days prior and living in a hotel drop
her last spare change, as she thanked us for
being there.
Why?? Because they were GRATEFUL.

Nothing to do with raising money for our club,
but helping raise money for those in need, in
our community.

I saw Rotarians engaging with friends, and the
community in a way that could be nothing more
than Gratitude!

But that was nothing special, Rotarians are
often found doing great deeds and selfless acts.
Cleaning up roadside trash, delivering food to
families

You could see the smiling eyes of people as we
wished them all Merry Christmas and Blessings,
you could feel the giving and the Gratitude in
the air!

and workers on the front lines dealing with
Covid-19, raising money to help fight polio,
donating to senior centers....always giving back.

So this year, The Rotary Club of South Kitsap
is Grateful for all of our Club Members,
Volunteers, Community Members and will
continue to serve from a place of being rooted
in Gratitude.

But I am speaking today of gratitude,
because what I saw this last Saturday was not
only Rotarians giving but, engaging in the
community
and encouraging others to give back, I saw
families who had been recipients of donations,
drop dollars and coins in the red bucket.

We want to give a special Thanks to Greg and
Mary Horn, our own District Governor, for
ringing with us this year!
#serviceaboveself
#rotaryclubofsouthkitsap
#manyhandsmakelightwork #wearerotarians
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TRADITIONS THRIVE IN 2020
BY TERI KING

It all started in 1976 when
Skookum
Rotary
was
chartered.
A green tree
ornament with Rotary logo was
made by the father of charter
Skookum Rotarian, the late
Dr. Doug Larson, to celebrate
our annual Holiday brunch.
Traditionally, Skookum Rotary
families gather on a Saturday
morning prior to Christmas
with the introduction of family
members, singing, readings,
sharing of a wonderful brunch,
the gifting of a handmade
ornament, and of course
a visit from Santa for the
children. Children young and
old have participated in the
event over the years, and it has
fostered fond memories and
a commitment of community
service for many.
The pandemic couldn’t stop this
annual Skookum tradition. We
might not have all been around
big tables sharing a meal, but we

did share the joy of the season
and the comradery of the Rotary
family.
With a seasonally
inspired poem created and
read by charter member Jerry
Obendorf, a fun game of Santa
bingo to keep folks scrolling
through the ZOOM screens,
family introductions, and a visit
from Santa, the spirit of our
Rotary family thrived.
Family members from their
homes around Washington and
as far away as Wyoming joined
in the merriment.
Edee Larson, wife of the late
Dr. Doug Larsen and honorary
Skookum member joined the
fun. The Himlies had a large
contingency of children and
grandchildren that participate
annually, and one is also a past
President of Skookum Rotary,
Jill Himlie. Phil Grigg and
Candace Cahill had a clamoring
of children and grandchildren
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join in and greet Santa. The
Millers also have a tradition
of their children and now
grandchildren gathering for
the event with both of their
adult children now Rotarians,
one in Wyoming, and Brad, the
current President of Skookum
Rotary. Extra special this year
were the virtual visits of our
previous exchange students
Kana from Japan (it was 2:30
in the morning) and Kajsa from
Sweden (where it was evening)
and two of our traveling
members John Hinck and Dr.
Marion Spence from Durban
Bay, South Africa. Skookum is
fellowship, fun, and family.
In 1982, charter member Vince
Himlie took on the honor of
making the ornaments for
the event in his woodshop.
Each year Vince has made
different shapes in clear pine
to commemorate the event. All
are classically Christmas with
an easy tie and the year noted,
no other adornments needed.

This year, Vince passed the torch
to a long time Skookum family
member Doug Sells, a fellow
woodworker, who delighted all
with his first ornament.
Rotarian Dr. Mike Barnard and his wife
Sue showcase their Skookum ornaments
collected since they arrived in Shelton and
joined the club in 1990.

The ornaments have special
memories for the participants.
Dr. Mike and Sue Barnard
decorate their tree with their
collection of ornaments from
when they arrived and joined
the Skookum family in 1990.
Bob and Sandy Miller display
their ornaments on garland
strung along their stairway.
It might not have been the
traditional event that the
Skookum family had envisioned
back in July, but nothing in
2020 has been ‘usual.’ We have
all learned to explore the new
opportunities that the pandemic
has created, such as sharing
fellowship from the safety of our
homes and bringing in friends
from far and wide to join our
festivities.

The ornament tradition of Skookum
Rotary

Rotarian Bob Miller and his wife
Sandy display the ornaments around
the house on festive garland.

The 2020 ornament revealed during
our Zoom holiday brunch.
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REAL CHANCE TO
REMAKE LIVES
BY WARREN CARLSON

It started with a Rotary District Community
Grant, and now “Camp Mercy” in Olympia
has five tiny houses where previously
homeless individuals have a real chance to
remake their lives.
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One of the residents has spent 32 of his 58 years in jail or
prison. He now has new hope, as do four other homeless
individuals in Olympia. They are being offered a new start
thanks to Union Gospel Mission and the power of Rotary to
unite disparate elements of the Olympia area community.
For several years Gateway, Lacey, and Olympia clubs have
combined their District Community Grants to do bigger,
better projects. Under the DCG structure, District matches
up to $3500 of club money, so three clubs working together
can do a $21,000 project, and 5020 has encouraged clubs to
combine DCGs.
With the goal of serving youth, the three-club DSG committee
put out an RFP (request for proposal) to youth-centric South
Puget Sound non-profits, but did not include schools. A
Rotarian who volunteers with a local homeless organization
realized Tumwater School District’s Youth Build program has
non-profit status and made sure they had the opportunity to
submit an RFP. Their plan was to build four tiny houses,
similar to those they had just built for Plum Street Village,
a tiny house experiment
sponsored by the City of
Olympia.
“...FOR THESE KIDS TO BE ABLE TO
One aspect of all DCGs is
Rotarian expertise and
labor must be used to
enhance the value of the
project. Rotary funding

“
”

WORK ALONGSIDE COMMUNITY LEADERS
AS EQUALS, AND IN SOME CASES
INSTRUCT THEM, WAS TERRIFIC FOR
EVERYBODY..." PIETER VORSTER
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supports wonderful work everywhere, but harnessing the
experience and knowledge of Rotarians to add value to
projects gives DCGs far greater impact than simply writing
a check.
The Youth Build proposal was selected. Rotary would
buy the materials, and YouthBuild would build the houses
working with Rotary volunteers under the supervision of YB
staff at their NewMarket Skills Center in Tumwater. As not
uncommonly happens, the reality of the project went way
beyond initial expectations.
YouthBuild participants are typically students for whom
traditional classrooms and academics have not been a good
fit, but who want to earn a diploma. Their school day is
divided between building and classroom work, with half the
class building in the morning the other half in the afternoon.
Rotarian volunteers worked as equals with these students,
some for just a half-day shift, and some all day building the
tiny houses. Reports from Rotarians ran the gamut from a
sense of accomplishment, to enjoyment of the students and
the project, to learning new building skills themselves.
YouthBuild director Jason Lucarelli praised the project on
many levels. “For these kids to be able to work alongside
community leaders as equals, and in some cases instruct
them, was terrific for everybody.”
At the opening celebration of of Camp Mercy, YouthBuild
instructor Matt Newton said, “You can’t really put a value on
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a project like this. So many of our students have experienced
homelessness at some point in their lives, so being part of
something larger than themselves that means homeless
people will have a place to live was really meaningful to
them. It was one of the coolest parts of the project.”
Professional builders typically plan 10% overage into
materials budgets. Since YouthBuild work is done by
students who are more apt to make mistakes as they learn,
YB budgets a 20% overage. As a result of increased student
focus, and perhaps a bit of Rotarian input, these houses went
up with almost zero waste, so in the end, five houses instead
of four were able to be built within the original budget.
The synergy between Rotarians and students added a lot
to the project and to all individuals who took part. One
Rotarian said in her entire life, she had never been able to
drive a nail in straight. Thanks to patient, pleasant tutelage
on the part of a student, she now can do so, and months
later, at the annual Community Youth Services fundraising
breakfast, the student rushed up to her and said, “Hi, Mrs.
Henderson, remember me? I was your teacher.”
When schools were forced to close in March due to COVID-19,
the final touches on the houses had not been completed, so
the idea they could easily be “placed” became problematical.
Olympia Union Gospel Mission Executive Director Loren
“Skip” Steffen had been dreaming of creating an island
of refuge in the sea of chaos that is life on the street, and
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approached the city to learn if they would object to UGM
putting up some tents. When city staff suggested to him him
five tiny houses could be available, his dream elevated to a
new a reality. They fit snuggly into one edge of the UGM
parking lot as if they had been designed to do so. At the
time, Steffen had no idea Olympia Rotary Club, where he is
a member, played a key role in building the houses.
Almost finished tiny houses presented a modest, but
easily overcome challenge. UGM employee Jack Olsen
was assigned to coordinate, and between Rotary and UGM
volunteers, the houses were finished within weeks, and after
a few city inspections for electricity, etc., they were ready for
occupancy.
In a low-key, socially distanced September ceremony, Union
Gospel Mission of Olympia formally accepted the five nearly
finished tiny houses.
The Camp Mercy program finds residents who want to make
a positive change in their lives and begins with the question,
“What does success look like to you?” Camp Mercy program
director Jackie Smith points out there is not a cookie-cutter
answer. “One cannot expect success for a person who has
lived on the streets to look like a condo, a college degree, or
a home with a white picket fence.” She understands UGM
needs to tailor their program for each individual.
Applicants complete a thorough interview at the end of
which those selected sign a four page agreement. In addition

UD5020 | FEATURE | 81

82 | FEATURE

| UD5020

to living by the rules, residents agree to work with UGM
staff on short term and long term personal goals, accept
money-management training, and make progress on their
goals. UGM assists them in putting their lives together, and
monitors progress. There is no original cost to residents,
but as they find work, they are encouraged to allocate and
donate 20% of earned income to help off-set Camp Mercy’s
operating costs.
The Rotary project that began with the hope of moving a
few homeless individuals off the street will now live on not
only giving them a place to live, but also offering them an
opportunity to remake their lives and become self-sufficient,
successful individuals, however they define success.
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DISTRICT AND CLUB
EVENTS
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YOUR CLUB EVENTS COULD GO HERE,
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR POSTERS TODAY!

