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THIS WEEK’S MEETING

Newark Rotary Committees 2025-2026

•FRANK L BEGGS: 1927-28   •ROBERT C. BATTAT: 1970-71   •DONN E. ALSPACH: 1988-89
•DARREL JONES: 1957-58   •THEODORE D. GRILEY: 1976-77  •ROBERT H. MCGAUGHY: 2003-2004

GARY BAKER: 2024-25 

DISTRICT GOVERNORS FROM NEWARK ROTARY

DIRECTOR, ROTARY INTERNATIONAL
THEODORE D. GRILEY: 1990-1992

TRUSTEE, ROTARY INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION
THEODORE D. GRILEY: 2001-2005

ALWAYS IN OUR MEMORY 2015-16 PRESIDENT ERIN KENNEDY (1960-2015)
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WEEK OF FEBRUARY 15, 2026

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

February 24 - Olivia Claggett - The Licking Couty Harp Project 

March 03 - Susan King - Pollinator Pathways Project

Ohio’s Voice in Congress

Presented by U.S. Congressman Troy Balderson, 
Member of the U.S. House of Representatives
This week’s Rotary meeting will feature U.S. Congressman Troy Balderson, 
who represents Ohio’s 12th Congressional District and serves on the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee. He will provide an update on current 
legislative efforts in Washington and discuss key issues impacting Ohio 
citizens, including energy, health care, and telecommunications policy.

Pollinator Pathways

Presented by Susan King

Joining us this week for a presentation on Pollinator Pathways is Susan King, 
founder of the local initiative that promotes establishment of continuous 

corridors of pollinator- friendly habitat for public parks and private  
properties utilizing native plant landscapes. 

Mar 10 - Gary Baker - Baker Video Prod.s 1985-2010
Mar 17 - Rick Platt - Heath-Newark-Licking County Port Authority

WEEK OF MARCH 1, 2026



LAST WEEK’S MEETING NOTES PROGRAM

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

President-Elect Nate Adams opened the August 5, 2025, meeting of the Newark 
Rotary Club. Caitlin Wilson offered the moment of inspiration and led members 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. Tom Hall and Peter Larson led the group in singing 
“R-O-T-A-R-Y” and followed with “When I’m 64” by The Beatles.

Guests: President-Nominee Joe Sinsabaugh introduced this week’s guests: 
Warren K. Webber, guest of Pattye Whisman; Everett Heckman, guest of Sally 
and Lee Heckman; and David Alspach, visiting Rotarian from the Columbus Rotary 
Club.

Sergeant-at-Arms: Pat Jeffries was in fine form, handing out themed fines in 
honor of National Work Like a Dog Day and National Green Pepper Day. August 
birthdays were recognized for Pam Watkins and Tony Adams, and Ed Bohren 
was fined for his 31-year Rotary anniversary. Additional fines went to Bill Cost for 
his granddaughter’s role in a Weathervane Playhouse production and to Heather 
Powell for her Pelotonia fundraising efforts. Pat closed with a Lone Ranger-themed 
joke.

Last Week’s Reporter: Ben Mitchell

“You don't stop laughing when you grow old, you grow old when you stop 
laughing.” - George Bernard Shaw

 z The total funds raised by Newark Rotarians for the Texas flood disaster will be 
announced at the August 12 meeting. 

 z Deb Tegtmeyer shared two updates: 
- The Rotary Service Committee met following the August 5 meeting; members 
interested in joining should see her. 
- Thanked those who helped at Newark Summer Fest. 

 z Mark your calendars for the River Round Up at Rotary Park on Saturday, 
September 6.

Rotarian Pamela Watkins introduced this week’s speaker, fellow Rotarian 
Melissa Owens, Executive Director of the Licking County Aging Program. 
Melissa filled in for Kimberly Hosler and presented on the AARP Age-Friendly 
Initiative and its impact in Licking County. She explained the initiative’s 
structured five-year process: enrollment, conducting a community needs 
assessment, developing an action plan, implementing solutions, and evaluating 
the impact to ensure meaningful progress.

Melissa outlined the Eight Domains of Livability that guide the program: 
housing, outdoor spaces and buildings, transportation, communication and 
information, civic participation and employment, respect and social inclusion, 
health services and community supports, and social participation. Additional 
focus areas include emergency preparedness, elder abuse prevention, and 
dementia-friendly initiatives, all aimed at making communities more inclusive 
and supportive for older adults.

She shared key findings from Licking County’s community needs assessment, 
which gathered both survey responses and demographic data. More than half 
of residents over 75 live with at least one life-altering disability, with arthritis 
and diabetes being the most common chronic conditions. Many respondents 
cited affordability of dental care and difficulty accessing health services as 
ongoing concerns.

On housing, Melissa explained that while most older adults hope to age in 
place, renters face significantly higher housing costs and often reduce spending 
on other necessities. In terms of transportation, most rely on vehicles, but 
challenges like unsafe walking conditions and limited drivers create barriers 
for some. Regarding outdoor spaces, nearly 70% reported lacking parks within 
walking distance, while 40% said sidewalks were not consistently plowed.

Melissa concluded with findings on civic engagement and social inclusion. 
While many older adults volunteer and maintain active social ties, 4 in 5 
believe job opportunities for seniors are limited, and 12% report socializing 
infrequently. She emphasized the importance of creating inclusive communities 
and ensuring that older adults remain valued contributors to community life.

Her presentation gave Rotarians a thoughtful look at the challenges and 
opportunities facing Licking County’s aging population, underscoring the 
importance of working together to ensure livability, dignity, and connection for 
residents of all ages.

President Brendan Underwood rang the bell. Peter Larson and Tom Slater 
started the group singing R-O-T-A-R-Y. Barb Quackenbush led us in the  
invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. Peter Larson and Tom Slater then led us  
in singing the February birthday song and an additional song, “Frosty the Snowman”.

Guests: President-Elect Nate Adams introduced today’s guests. Sharon Phelps 
guest was Lauren Harvey. Tom Hall’s guests were Peggy Qualls and Verne Qualls. 
We had a visiting Rotarian from the Short North Rotary Club, Krysten Stringer.  
Students were introduced from Johnstown and C-TEC.

Sergeant-at-Arms: Pat Jeffries fined anyone planning to eat a tortilla today  
on National Tortilla Day. He fined all those not wearing pins or badges. Rotary i 
s 110 years old. YMCA is celebrating 150 years in the local community, and so is 
Budweiser. Chuck Moore was fined for his 22nd Rotary anniversary. All February 
birthdays were fined, and those with a birthday this week were fined an extra dollar. 
Brad Shumaker was fined for being referred to as “Mr. Shumaker”. Maryann Crist 
was fined for an award she recently received. Steve Ehret announced the birth  
of a new grandson and fined himself accordingly.

Last Week Reporter: Lee Heckman

	z Pamela Watkins announced this 
year’s “signature event,” “Reelin’ in the 
Years” on Saturday, April 11th at the  
Reese Center at OSU-N. Save the date, 
this will be a fun fundraising event. 

Pamela Watkins introduced this week’s guest: Olivia Claggett with the Licking 
County Harp Project. Ms. Claggett had an early interest in playing the harp, even 
though no one else in her family did. At age 8, she began taking harp lessons in 
Granville and has been playing the last 18 years. She has played at competitions, 
festivals, weddings, corporate events, and just this last December, she played the 
harp at the White House. 

In these divisive times, Ms. Clagett has been inspired to bring people together with 
music, which led her to launch the Licking County Harp Project. The Project “seeks 
to embrace the natural beauty of the people and places of Licking County in both 
documented words and film work in order to shine light into the world through 
music and storytelling.” 

Ms. Claggett has commissioned the building of a pink harp for the Harp Project. 
She wants to play this pink harp at events that highlight the great people and 
places of our community. She also plans to bring people together through a 
podcast and filming projects. She is looking for ideas and fundraising and wants 
to involve local businesses. 

Ms. Claggett then answered several questions from the audience.

“Music is the language of the spirit. It opens the secret of life bringing peace, 
abolishing strife.” Kahlil Gibran. 


