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Reminder: No Weekly Meeting 2.15.2020
By Sharon Kay Lassiter on Friday, December 4, 2020

REMINDER: NO MEETING ON MONDAY, 2.15.2021!
In Observance of The President's Day Holiday

Exploring The Black Experience In Rotary -- Register Now!
By Sharon Kay Lassiter on Tuesday, February 9, 2021
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�My humanity is bound up with yours,
for we can only be human together.�

-Archbishop Desmond Tutu-
Humans are composed of unique and intersecting sets of social identities, defined by our physical, social, and mental
characteristics. Examples include race/ethnicity, gender, social class/socioeconomic status, sexual orientation,
disabilities, and religion/religious beliefs. By considering each other�s lives, experiences, and perspectives, we allow
a community to be not only about what we have in common but what makes us different.
Register now
For, Exploring the Black Experience in Rotary on Thursday, 25 February at 15:00 Chicago time (UTC-5),
and submit your questions to our experts. A recording of the session will be available to everyone who registers.

Through hearing stories of Black Rotarians around the word, we will:

Open ourselves to talking about race and identity.

Become aware and acknowledge how our own social identities impact the club and community experience.

Allow space for all Rotarians to bring their full, most authentic selves to our organization.

We look forward to hearing your thoughts and questions.

Sincerely,
The Membership Development Team
Rotary International

P.S. Throughout 2020-2021, Rotary will host a webinar series to explore diversity, equity, and inclusion.
Read more about the sessions that will be offered.

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST CLUB MEMBER!! John Bruce Buxton
(J.B.)
By Sharon Kay Lassiter on Thursday, January 28, 2021

A WARM ROTARY CLUB OF DURHAM
WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST

CLUB MEMBER

JOHN BRUCE BUXTON ("J.B.") President
Sponsored By: Willis Whichard

Induction Date: Monday, 2.8.2021
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About John (J.B.) Buxton
J.B. Buxton is the fifth president of Durham Technical Community College.

Buxton is a member of the N.C. State Board of Education, appointed by Gov. Roy Cooper, where he works directly with the
community college system on a range of education and workforce-related issues. He has also served as an instructor in the Public
Policy Department at UNC-Chapel Hill.

He is the founder and principal of the Education Innovations Group, a consulting practice focused on PreK-12 and postsecondary
public education. In that capacity, Buxton has worked with states, foundations, nonprofit organizations and companies focused on
improving public K-12 and postsecondary education. Buxton has worked closely with the state�s community colleges as far
back as 2001 when, as senior education advisor to Gov. Mike Easley, and then as deputy state superintendent of the North
Carolina Department of Public Instruction, he successfully led the state�s effort to implement early college high schools across
the state. He has also served as a White House Fellow working with the Domestic Policy Council under President Clinton;
director of policy and research for the Public School Forum of N.C, and coordinator of special programs for the NC Teaching
Fellows Program. He began his career as a high school English teacher and coach in Massachusetts.

Buxton is also active in local and state issues, including service from 2011-15 on the Raleigh Planning Commission and on the
board of North Carolina FC Youth, one of the nation�s largest youth soccer clubs. Buxton, whose father was a high school
teacher, coach and administrator, said he first saw the power of education while spending the summer before his senior year of
college in South Africa. Working as a teaching assistant, Buxton encountered students who had left school to fight apartheid and
were returning to obtain a degree that they saw as a passport to opportunity. The experience left him convinced of education�s
ability to support personal growth, individual opportunity and economic mobility. Buxton attended the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill on a Morehead Scholarship, where he graduated with a bachelor�s degree in English. He received his
master�s degree in public affairs from the Woodrow Wilson School at Princeton University.

Buxton and his wife, Hunter, live in Raleigh. They have three children: Drake, a UNC-Chapel Hill graduate; Luke, a current
UNC-Chapel Hill student; and Sadie, a student at N.C. State University.

WELCOME J.B.!!

Reaching Out To Durham's Hungry: Thursday, 2.18.2021
By Sharon Kay Lassiter on Monday, February 8, 2021

REACHING OUT TO DURHAM'S HUNGRY
RHONDA KLEVANSKY'S PHOTOS

AND
DURHAM'S RESPONSE TO HUNGER

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2021 --- 1PM -- 2PM
Learn more about Rhonda Klevansky's photography project exploring Durham's response to
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hunger during COVID and the economic crisis. Invited panelists will discuss the current situation
in our community and what is being done. Q&A to follow.

Historic Postcards of Durham (sirsi.net)

Reaching out to Durham's Hungry - Durham County Library

Questions: Please Contact: Rotarian, Jenny Levine, at: jelevine@dconc.gov or 919.260.2462

Rotaract Service Above Self Event -- 2.24.2021!
By Sharon Kay Lassiter on Friday, February 5, 2021

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN!
ROTARACT SERVICE ABOVE SELF EVENT

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2021
7:30PM EST

Invitation From Jessica Voss,
Director of Professional Development

For The Rotaract Club of Duke University
My name is Jessica Voss and I am the Director of Professional Development for the Rotaract Club
of Duke University. Our Rotaract club is planning an event for Wednesday, February 24 at 7:30pm
EST called Service Above Self. At the event we have two Rotarians and a Rotary Peace Fellow
from the Duke-UNC location to join us over Zoom to speak about their amazing experiences in
Rotary International. You do not want to miss out! You may have heard of or attended this event
before, but this year it will be over Zoom. This new platform for Service Above Self allows us to
open it up to anyone that it interested. Feel free to invite anyone in the world and they do not have
to be a Rotary/Rotaract/Interact member. We would love to have you all attend!
Sign up Here: https://bit.ly/3iQOZiu

Jessica Voss
Duke University, Class of 2024
Trinity College of Arts & Sciences

https://dur.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/ncc/?rm=HISTORIC+POSTC0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue&dt=list
https://events.durhamcountylibrary.org/event/4808834
mailto:jelevine@dconc.gov
https://bit.ly/3iQOZiu


Director of Professional Development For The Rotaract Club of Duke University
jessica.voss@duke.edu

COVID VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES!
By Sharon Kay Lassiter on Tuesday, February 2, 2021

Rotary District 7711 COVID Volunteer Opportunities and Challenges
February 2021
Situation

The Covid virus health crisis continues with over 128,500 cases confirmed in the ten North Carolina
counties served by Rotary 7710�s forty-seven clubs. Unfortunately, this number will increase in the months
ahead. Now that there is a vaccine available, there is an opportunity for our membership to offer volunteer
services to organizations providing vaccination clinics.

Background

Inspired by the medical responders after the 9/11 attacks and at the direction of President Bush the concept
of a Medical Reserve Corps was created. Each state now has an organized cadre of medical and non-medical
personnel that can be deployed in disaster situations, such as the need to support mass immunization clinics.
In North Carolina, the Office of Emergency Medical Services (NC OEMS) was formed. That office divided
the state into various regions. Rotary 7710 is served by three Regional Advisory Committees which are:

CapRAC (Capital Area Regional Advisory Committee) serving Wake, Harnett, Johnston, and Franklin
Counties

Duke Coalition Office serving Cashwell, Person, Vance and Durham Counties

Mid Carolina Coalition Office serving Orange, Chatham Counties

The staff in these Offices organize and provide disaster relief in the form of equipment, personnel and other
resources necessary to support the local agency primarily responding to the event.

At present, hospital systems and county health departments have limited supplies of vaccines and are sharing
them judiciously according to CDC guidelines. There are only a few mass inoculations events taking place.
Most are limited and require an appointment. As vaccine supply increases and becomes more predictable,
we can expect many more mass inoculations events to be held. As a result, all volunteers medical and non-
medical will be needed and welcomed to support existing staff.

Read More

mailto:jessica.voss@duke.edu
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=126543


It�s Grant Season! Download the form and apply today!
By Aalayah C. Sanders on Wednesday, February 3, 2021

It�s Grant Season! Do you have a project that you're passionate
about?
District Grant Project form: DOWNLOAD THE FORM!
RCD District Grant Concept Form

Global Grant Project form: DOWNLOAD THE FORM!
RCD Global Grant Concept Form

LET'S GET OUR CELL PHONE NUMBERS UPDATED IN DACDB!!
By Sharon Kay Lassiter on Monday, February 8, 2021

LET'S GET OUR CELL PHONE NUMBERS
UPDATED IN DACDB!!

Please log in to: www.rotary7710.org to confirm we have your most up-to-date
cellular telephone number on record.
If you are unsure on how to log into the database or need assistance, please reach out
to Sharon, at slassiter38@nc.rr.com.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NAWj6iSkiEr8YSkD0GUwPFqT8hoCj73U/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1adApR6873iThGZQ8VGm_9mx1QOHW5ESr/view
mailto:slassiter38@nc.rr.com


Or email your cell # to Sharon and she will update your DacDB Profile with your current
#. Thank you!
AND STAY TUNED FOR AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FROM PRESIDENT EMILEE REGARDING A
NEW AND IMPROVED TEXTING FUNCTION THROUGH DACDB! This function will allow us to contact you
in cases of emergencies, a weather event, or some other meeting conflict.

Get Your Big Fan Signs Today--Croasdaile Satellite Club Fundraiser
By Emilee J Collins on Friday, February 5, 2021

Show your team pride with a custom made sign made by our Croasdaile
Satellite Club in their woodworking shop. They are raising funds for
special Rotary projects. Contact Rotarian Richard McCleery to order
yours today before the big games! mccleeryrichard212@gmail.com

Rotary Zones 33-34 -- Rotary Works
By Sharon Kay Lassiter on Monday, February 1, 2021

mailto:mccleeryrichard212@gmail.com


Mission

Rotary Works is an initiative provided for Rotarians and Rotaractors within Zones 33 & 34
experiencing career transition. This initiative is comprised of three distinct programs, providing
education, networking, and/or financial resources for participants, providing mentorship opportunities
for personal and professional development.

The Project

The first Rotary Works program to launch will be our Career Development Professional Series, which will
be offered via Zoom. Each month, beginning December 9th at Noon, with an overview of our Series, we will
collaborate with business professionals in career development, exchanging ideas and having conversations
with experts in their field. These �mentors� will provide information and inspiration for those in
attendance seeking opportunities of self-exploration, self-improvement and ultimately seeking employment
or entrepreneurial prospects.

Coming this spring, Zones 33 and 34 will provide a �Job Board�, where you will be able to search for
employment opportunities, post open positions, request a mentor, become a mentor, and find valuable and
relevant career transition resources.

Finally, we are establishing an Impact Fund designed to assist Rotarians and Rotaractors in Zones 33 and 34,
who may have experienced financial stress an opportunity to apply for a one-time grant of $500.

The potential to help those in need is a top priority for us. More information on these programs will be
available after the first of the year.

Support the Impact Fund

If you�re able, please contribute to the Impact Fund, which will provide grants to Rotarians in need due to
unanticipated career transition. To contribute to the Impact Fund, make your check out to Rotary Zones 33-

34 Foundation (�Impact Fund in the memo field) and mail to P.O. Box 785, Troy, NC 27371.

Contribute by Credit Card (a convenience fee is charged)

For More Information: https://www.rizones33-34.org/rotary-works/

Upcoming Events
Career Development Webinar Series
1 pm -2 pm, 2nd Wednesdays

Click on event links to register:
Mar 10, 2021 � Essential Tech Tools for Marketability
Apr. 14, 2021 � So You Want to be Your Own Boss?

Request a Coach

Engagement opportunities are based on Coaches� availability and you may be placed on a waiting list.
You must be an active Rotarian or Rotaractor in Zones 33 or 34 to apply for the Rotary Works Coaching
Program.

Volunteer as a Coach

Link to Rotary Works Newsletter

Interested in Joining Rotary?

Link to Career Transition Resources

Contacts for Rotary Works

Thank You For Paying Your Dues
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By Emilee J Collins on Friday, January 8, 2021

Thank you for paying your Rotary Dues Invoice. Treasurer Susan Miller and Secretary Sharon
Lassiter have made it possible for us to pay our invoices by credit card which is sure to be a huge
convenience for many of us.

This is a first for our club, so read the email along with the invoice before moving to the electronic
portion of the payment as it offers important details and clarifications about the invoices. It may
answer some questions you have.

You may continue to pay your invoice by check and send it to the PO Box that is listed on the
invoice.

As a reminder, the Community Chest program is available for members who are unable to meet
the obligation for this billing cycle due to hardship. Send your request to Sharon Lassiter.

Thank you for paying as soon as possible, contributing extra to the Solidarity Fund if
you are able and for also making the Rotary Foundation a priority in your financial
giving.

Rotary Meeting 2.22.2021 Guest Speaker: Nicole Thompson
By Sharon Kay Lassiter on Sunday, January 17, 2021

Rotary Club of Durham Weekly Meeting
Monday, February 22, 2021 -- 12:30 p.m. --- 1:30 p.m.

Guest Speaker: Nicole Thompson
Downtown Durham, Inc. CEO

Presentation Topic: Downtown Durham Update and Future Plans

Nicole began her career in economic development while working for the Institute of
Minority Economic Development in downtown Durham in the early 90s. Since then, she
has worked in economic and community development on the state government, local



government and nonprofit/community levels in North Carolina, Virginia and Colorado.
She has experience in leading economic development efforts and growth in both rural and
urban areas. Nicole joined DDI as its President & CEO in February 2017 and has spent the
last four years advocating for responsible and strategic economic growth and development
in downtown Durham while also supporting the small, vibrant locally-owned business
climate that makes downtown Durham such a unique, attractive asset for the Triangle.
Nicole graduated from the University of Richmond with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Political Science and Urban Studies and received a Master�s degree in Urban and
Regional Planning from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Rotary Meeting 2.8.2020 Guest Speaker: Dr. Tony Moody
By Sharon Kay Lassiter on Friday, December 4, 2020

Thank You To Our Guest Speaker, Dr. Tony Moody,
Duke Human Vaccine Institute, For A Very Informative Meeting On

Monday, February 8, 2021!
Rotary Club of Durham Weekly Meeting

Monday, February 8, 2021 --- 12:30 p.m. --- 1:30 p.m. 
Presentation Topic:

Vaccine 101 --- LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL
TUNE INTO YOUTUBE TO SEE THE RECORDING

Tony Moody, MD is an Associate Professor in the Department of Pediatrics, Division of Infectious
Diseases and the Department of Immunology at Duke University Medical Center. Dr. Moody is the
Director of the Laboratory of B cell Immunotechnology at the Duke Human Vaccine Institute
(DHVI). Research in the Moody lab is focused on understanding the B cell responses during the
earliest stages of HIV infection. The lab has become a resource for human phenotyping, flow
characterization, staining and analysis at DHVI. Dr. Moody is also the Director of the CHAVI
DHVI Repository that provides support for the collaborative work occurring at DHVI and with its
many collaborators around the world by providing processing, shipping, and inventory support for
a wide array of projects. Additionally, Dr. Moody serves as one of the Principal Investigators of
the new Duke Collaborative Influenza Vaccine Innovation Centers (CIVICs) where he will conduct
basic immunology and virology research to identify potential influenza vaccine candidates.
In addition, the Moody lab has active projects looking at the response to HIV-1, syphilis, and
autoimmunity.

Read More

https://youtu.be/qRScBdNrYyg
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=122121
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