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January 2019
Danielle Fitz-Hugh
County Chamber
Rotarian Cora Huitt
New Gen in 7600
C’field Food Bank
4:30 pm or 5:30 pm
12211 Iron Bridge Road
Dr. Joseph Casey
County Administrator
Brandermill Club Social
Brandermill CC
Reservation Required
February
Club Assembly
Monte Carlo Planning
Gabby Troutman
Chesapeake Bay Fdn.
PDG Sandra Duckworth
RI Foundation Primer
March
Feed My Starving Children
Crestwood Presbyterian
Bingo
McGuire Hospital
May
MS Walk

New RI Theme for coming
year was introduced at the International Assembly in San Diego,
where incoming Governors from
the 550 worldwide districts
spend a week in training. Mark
Maloney of Decatur, AL, will be
RI president for the upcoming
term and chose Rotary Connects
the World as his theme.

Four Teams Left!
The race to the Super Bowl is getting close to the wire. Will it be the
Rams, the Saints, the Patriots or the
Chiefs?
No matter who wins the playoffs
on Sunday, 32 squares are still
available in the annual Super Bowl
Pool. At $10 a square, you have a
chance of winning with scores at the
first quarter, half and third quarter,
or the big prize at the end.
See Gordon to buy your squares
AND help raise $500 for the HT Rotary Foundation.
The Traveling Rotarian enjoyed a
beautiful sunset in Costa Rica with
Paul, Matt and Matt’s fiancé, Alicia.

A number of opportunities are on
the calendar for HT members who
want to volunteer in their community.
Chesterfield Food Bank– Friday,
Jan. 25, volunteer early (4:30 pm) to
help stock shelves or later (5:30 pm)
to help distribute food. Either job
means spending time on your feet
and some lifting. Jim will have sign
up sheet at meetings.
As in the past, several of us will
meet at a restaurant for dinner after
the distribution.
Feed My Starving Children–
Crestwood Presbyterian Church
sponsors this event every other year.
A number of HT Rotarians, led by
Merle, volunteered the last time.
Merle will have sign ups for the
March 9 packing event closer to
time.
Bingo– This event, for veterans at
McGuire Hospital, will be sponsored
by the American Legion Auxiliary.
Held on a Sunday afternoon, it draws
about 25 veterans. Barbara will have
sign ups for the March 10 event; she
and Lisa are both members of the
Auxiliary.
MS WALK-The annual walk to
raise money and awareness will take
place May 6. Merle will spearhead a
team from HT Rotary.

What a Rotary Club Can Do With Just A Little Money
By Joi Burton, International Service Chair for District 6170 and
member of the Rotary Club of North Garland County, Arkansas,
USA

I

have always had a dream of going to Africa. Soon after I
joined Rotary in 1991, I noticed an article in The Rotarian that a Rotary club from Eugene, Oregon, was going to
Kenya to work on some projects. They were inviting people
to go with them, and when I contacted them they accepted
my offer. We visited several Rotary projects and a Rotary Club in
Nairobi. That was the beginning of a long and productive relationship between my club at the time, Arlington South, Texas, and the
Joi Burton takes a drink from a new well in Kenya,
people of Kenya that demonstrated the impact even a small club
provided through a joint Rotary Club project.
can have through the magic that is Rotary.
I enjoyed the Kenyan people so much I decided I wanted to go
back and live with them for a few weeks.
A fellow Rotarian introduced me to his friend from Bondo, Kenya. The friend said if I was willing to go to her village, she
would make the arrangements and have a relative, Moses, pick me up at Nairobi airport, and that I could stay in her house.
Before I went, the Rotary Club of Arlington South gave me $500 to do a project in her village. It took a day’s drive from
Nairobi to reach the village. We arrived at night and were met by all of the villagers, each with a lantern. This was an area
with a few houses, several huts, a school, and a church, but no electricity, no water and several miles from the nearest road.
The next day I told Moses I had “a little bit of money” from my club and asked if there was something they needed. They
told us they needed concrete to replace the floors in the school, as the children were getting their uniforms dirty from having to sit on the floor all day. Moses and I went to the nearest town and purchased gravel, sand, and cement. After it was
delivered, the villagers completed the floors in all the rooms.
Each weekend, Moses would come from Nairobi to see if I needed anything. The second week I again let Moses know I
still had “a little bit of money” and asked if there was something else they needed. They wanted glass to replace windows of
the school, all of which had been broken. We bought large
plates of glass. They were able to cut and fit all the windows
of the school.
The third week, Moses informed me the villagers wanted
some metal paint to paint the tin roof of the school as it had
rusted. Having some of that “little bit of money” left, we purchased paint and brushes and they were able to make ladders
with sticks and rope and painted the roof.
On the last week I approached Moses to let him know I still
“had a little bit of money” and asked what they needed. They
said they needed books for the school. They had only a few.
We were able to go to a larger city, an overnight trip, to purchases some text books. We were able to purchase one
teacher textbook and one student textbook of every subject
for every grade kindergarten to eighth grade. With our last
few dollars we purchased two cases of chalk. We had the
back of the pickup truck completely filled with school books.
What a wonderful time the students and teachers had as we
drove up into the school yard. We later learned they were
completely out of chalk.
This experience built the foundation for other efforts. The
Texas club and Rotarians in the district went on to put together other grant projects to benefit the people of Kenya
including two grants that provided wells for drinking water
with the Homa Bay club. Several members made their own
Bondo Primary School teacher and students.
visits to Kenya after that initial outlay of $500.
What a difference one small, 30-member Rotary club can
make with “a little bit of money.”

