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Speaker for MondayNov 22, 2021
Jessica N. Winterwerp Volusia County Coastal Division Director

Coastal mission:
Manage, maintain and improve coastal parks, beach access and coastal recreational facilities for the quality-of-life benefit of
residents and visitors.
Port mission:
To serve as the local sponsor for the federal channel project at Ponce de Leon Inlet and as a coastal project fund
supporting public waterway and coastal facility improvements as directed by the Volusia County Council.

November 2021 Zoom Details for Those That Cannot Attend In Person
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85121713026?pwd=cnF3bGxhbkMzTTBIZUQ5dDlOMFV1UT09
Meeting ID: 851 2171 3026
Passcode: 590047
A Major Award to Annouce!

Birthdays
Diane Larsen
December 7th

Thank you to Volusia and Flagler AFP Chapter for awarding our Club Outstanding Corporate Philanthropist of the Year!
Raising $1 MILLION dollars is quite an accomplishment, but to reach the milestone during a pandemic is even a bigger one.
Congratulations everyone who helped us reach this goal.

No Meeting On Monday, November 29th

Nobel Prize Winner!

This year�s Nobel Prize in Chemistry has been awarded to a Rotarian.
Benjamin List, a member of the Rotary Club M�lheim a. d. Ruhr-Schlo� Broich, and the Scottish-born U.S. researcher David W.C.
MacMillan received this year�s prestigious award. Both have developed methods for accelerating chemical reactions.
Rotary Magazine held a brief interview with Benjamin List, who conducts research at the Max Planck Institute for Coal Research in
M�lheim, Germany.

Mr. List, how did you learn about winning the Nobel Prize in Chemistry?
This is an incredible story. I was on a city trip in Amsterdam with my wife that day, and this shows that I really didn�t expect
the award. We had attended a concert there and picked out a nice caf� for our breakfast the next morning.
Just before we could place our order, my cell phone rang. My wife immediately said: �That�s the call�. But that was meant as
a joke. We really hadn�t expected it, although we knew that the Nobel Prize in Chemistry would be announced in three-quarters
of an hour.
Time seemed endless at that moment. It was overwhelmingly beautiful.�
You always hear jokes like that when you�re being considered as a candidate.
Not that I saw myself as a candidate, but it has been brought up to me from time to time from the outside in recent years.
In any case, I then saw an unknown number on the cell phone display where it said Sweden underneath. I looked at my wife in
shock, ran out of the caf� and took the call. Then it was actually the call.
It was unbelievable. I then had to explain to my wife, who was still sitting in the caf� and looking over at me through a pane of
glass, that I was really just being told that I was going to receive the Nobel Prize.
What was the expression on your wife�s face at that moment?
She was shocked, too, of course. I got down on my knees a bit to show that I was almost fainting from joy. That was a moment I
will never forget.
Were you able to have breakfast in peace afterwards?
No. First, the quality of the breakfast was unfortunately not as we had hoped for. Secondly, I could not eat anything, it just did
not work.
It�s nice of them to inform you three-quarters of an hour before the announcement, so that you can prepare yourself for
what�s about to hit you. But what are you supposed to do in that three-quarters of an hour? How can you prepare for it?
Actually, not at all.
We then quickly paid, wandered around Amsterdam a bit more and then back to the hotel.
Did you tell the hotel staff right away that you are now a Nobel Prize winner in chemistry?
Yes, I told them that right away. They were very pleased, of course, and thankfully made a separate room available to me. I sat
there and gave interviews, first with the Nobel Prize Foundation itself.
How many calls did you receive that day?
I have not counted them. I haven�t had time to answer all 600 e-mails yet. On top of that, there are SMS and WhatsApp
messages.
Is it now a curse that your mail address is also visible on the Max Planck Institute homepage?
Probably so. My e-mail address is always included with publications in scientific journals. If you want, you can get my e-mail
address quickly.
My ambition is always to have processed all the emails from my inbox at some point in the year. But I�m afraid that won�t
happen this year.
How was the reception at the Max Planck Institute for Coal Research?
It was incredibly beautiful. It was one of the most beautiful moments in my life. Because I was not at the institute when the
announcement was made, they had enough time to prepare for my arrival.
We have a courtyard in the institute and on every second level, there are fire balconies on which staff members were then
standing.
Everybody was clapping and of course, the press was there and the TV cameras were pointed at me. But I didn�t notice that at
all. I only saw all the colleagues applauding for me.
I then had to explain to my wife, who was still sitting in the caf� and looking over at me through a pane of glass,
that I was really just being told that I was going to receive the Nobel Prize.�
The feeling that the whole institute was standing there now, rejoicing and applauding, that was indescribable. I could really feel
the joy.
The craftsmen, the colleagues from the administration, the analysts, the chemists from the laboratories, everyone was there and
clapped for five minutes. Then there was a short silence because I was answering a few questions for reporters, and then there
were another five minutes of applause.
Time seemed endless at that moment. It was overwhelmingly beautiful.
Were you able to find a few words or was it a moment where you didn�t know what to say at first?
Strangely enough, this was easy for me. After all, I didn�t have to give a complicated explanation, but it was a joyful occasion.
Have you been invited to a celebration by your Rotary club?
We are in contact. There will certainly be a small celebration, but when we can do this, I can not say yet. But we will definitely do
that.
We�ll see if I give a lecture then, too. I�ve already been allowed to give two talks, one about my life as a researcher and one
about catalysis as a whole. Either way, we will celebrate in style.
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