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January 20th MEETING CANCELLED

In honor of the inauguration of Joe Biden as the 46th President of the United States,
our weekly meeting will be cancelled so that club members will have the opportunity
to watch this event as it takes place at noon.

Welcome

Welcome to the
Virtual Rotary Club of Downtown Gainesville

FAMOUS ROTARIANS

While he was Archbishop Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Buenos Aires, Pope Francis was
named an honorary member of Rotary � making him the first known pope to receive
and accept a Rotary club membership.

https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800544949
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800739367
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800692152
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800042901
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800838183
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800042891
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800042889
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800572623
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800768443


Carl Smart
Club Director

Perry Pursell
Sergeant-at-Arms

Jim �Jimbo � E. Skiles III
Speaker Chair

Chessie Flanders
iPast President

Mary Kate Walker
Assistant Governor

Birthdays

William Webb "Billy" Brame
January 22nd

JANUARY ROTARY THEME

Rotary video
Here is last week's Rotary video minute if you missed it

https://www.youtube.com/watch? v=OKGNsUIjNJ4

ITS A ROTARY THING!

Zoom Meeting Link

Welcome to the Rotary Club of Downtown Gainesville
Join us for our Virtual Zoom meeting (temporarily) at noon Wednesday

Topic: Downtown Gainesville Virtual Rotary Meeting
Time: 12:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Now online Wednesday's at Noon

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/uZwvduqsqzksnLXgB5WICgWAgDnJJUfBXw/ics?icsToken=98tyKu2grDopHtGXtlztRbAtA53-b-
HqkX9ikqR_ySjMICdkQwTSOMhoB7RdKM-B

Join Zoom Meeting:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/482134526?pwd=VC8xYmcyY2VRZFdUOU1Vc2xqYUhVZz09

Meeting ID: 482 134 526
Password: 621885
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,482134526#,,1#,621885# US (Chicago)
+16465588656,,482134526#,,1#,621885# US (New York)

:

Rotary - Diversity, Equity & Inclusion seminar

https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800768444
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800052212
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800042909
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800042909
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800042909
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800042909
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800042909
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800616474
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/EMailer.cfm?ID=800377012
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OKGNsUIjNJ4


Darryl Keys
Governor, District 6960

Cyndi Doragh
Chair, Infinite Possibilities

Shared by District 6960

Register NOW for the first session, Strength in Diversity, with a very special host, Valarie Wafer, Rotary International Diversity, Equity &
Inclusion Task Force Chair, who will lead an esteemed group of panelists through discussions on how strength lies in differences, not
similarities. Joining Valerie are Joshua Innis, Paul Amoury and Rea Vrandecic.

As we bring major Rotary International speakers to the forefront, we have every confidence you will find each one-hour webinar well worth your
time and attention. The following is our series schedule:

Register NOW for Infinite Possibilities � Strength In Diversity, 1:00 pm EST January 29, 2021

February 26, 2021 � Embracing Our Differences, hosted by Rotary International Director Stephanie Urchick, with featured speakers Past
RI President Barry Rassin and Rotarian Brian Rusch of District 5150 in California.
Register NOW for Infinite Possibilities � Embracing our Differences, 1:00 pm EST February 26, 2021
March 26, 2021 � Investing in Equity, hosted by District 6960 Governor Darryl Keys, with featured speaker Xavier Ramey,
fellow Rotarian from Chicago.
Register NOW for Infinite Possibilities � Investing in Equity, 1:00 pm EDT March 26, 2021
April 30, 2021 � Celebrate Diversity, with special guest speakers Rotary International President Holger Knack, Rotary International
Director Peter Kyle and Anna Ekb�ck.
Register NOW for Infinite Possibilities � Celebrate Diversity, 1:00 pm EDT April 30, 2021
for Infinite Possibilities - Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

We look forward to seeing you there!

GRACE NEEDS LIST
By Cheryl Poe
Yes, It's OFFICIAL.

GRACE MARKETPLACE is now taking donations at the front gate.

Donations will only be accepted on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays between 10am-6pm. Our truck will be parked outside of our gate
during these times. You can place your items right on the truck and get a receipt from staff. Send us a message if you have any questions!

The newest little member of our Rotarian family
Introducing Gavin Perry Machado, born December 2nd, first grandson for Perry and Olga. Here it seems that Perry is regaling

Gavin with one of his (in)famous fishing tales...
and Gavin already looks a little skeptical...

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=800544949&_ctid=1771458&redirect=https://dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77513405&UserID=800544949
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=800544949&_ctid=1771458&redirect=https://dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77513405&UserID=800544949
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=800544949&_ctid=1771458&redirect=https://dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77513406&UserID=800544949
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=800544949&_ctid=1771458&redirect=https://dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77513407&UserID=800544949
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=800544949&_ctid=1771458&redirect=https://dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77513408&UserID=800544949


LAW ENFORCEMENT DAY
January 9th was Law Enforcement Day. We appreciate our Law Enforcement Officers who go above and beyond
daily!

We want to recognize our own AWESOME Chief Ed Book. Thank you for your selflessness in the field and always
putting Service Above Self , even when you�re not in the field.

You are special not just today, but everyday!

Downtown Rotary friends at Rotary Generation park
Downtown Rotary friends at Generation Park, proudly showing off the Rotary logo which is inscribed on the tennis and the
pickleball courts...



Speaker Coordinator Schedule
JANUARY SPEAKERS:

January 6: Dr. Brenda Smith - Vocal Pedagogy Professor at UF: "To Breathe is to Sing"

January 13: Jon DeCarmine - Director of Gracemarketplace

January 20: Dave Melosh - VP of Heartwood Stage and coordinator of Farmers' Market at Heartwood (Downtown)

January 27: ...........TBA

Please be sure to let Jim Skiles know of your speakers as soon as you schedule them.
***If you are the speaker coordinator, please send your speaker the Zoom link for our meeting.
It is recurring weekly to make it easy.

Coordinator Jim Skiles 352-538-
0293

January Cheryl Poe
February Lowrys

MARCH

April Carl Smart
May Bob Taylor

June Stepanie
Esposito

JULY

August Matt
Bowman

September Perry Pursell
October Brett Buell
November Becky Hunt
December Al Losch

Jim Skiles is the Chief Speaker Coordinator- please have all speaker submissions in to Jim and social media chair Stephanie
Esposito as soon as you have confirmation .

Jim's email:- jimskiles3@gmail.com
Stephanie's email: Stephanie_Esposito@mbhci.org

We need YOU!
By Jim �Jimbo � E. Skiles III



THANKS to those of you who have stepped up and taken a month. We only need 2 more Rotarians to help out as the months of
MARCH and AUGUST are the only ones still available. You know that our speakers are a valued part of each meeting and we have
learned, laughed, become more educated and always enjoyed their presentations. Each of us in the club has a unique set of
interests, talents and connections that we could share with our fellow Rotarians, via a speaker. It is not difficult to do. Jimbo can
always give suggestions and help. We need YOUR help, especially if you have never done it or have not helped in the past couple
of years. A special THANK YOU to everyone who supplied a speaker during the past year!!
Here is the link to sign up:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4fa4ac2aa2fd0-speaker

hmmm....

what do YOU think about having an online auction?

ROTARY GENERATION PARK

If you missed seeing the virtual park celebration for Generations Park on November
21st - here it is:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NmGaM_h5d8g&feature=youtu.be
The City of Gainesville�s Wild Spaces & Public Places Program, the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs Department and the Rotary Clubs of
Gainesville Foundation are thrilled to announce that the large renovation project at Northside Park is complete and the park is now open to the
community. The park is located at 5701 NW 34 Blvd. adjacent to the Senior Recreation Center.

Over five years in the making, Northside Park is a vision-come-to-life. The Northside Park improvement project is a shining
example of what can be accomplished through unwavering commitment and thoughtful collaboration with our neighbors.
Rotarians Brenda Chamberlain, Cheryl Poe, & Joe Lowry Jr test out the Teeter Totter w/DGE Rich Cooper



All 4 Gainesville Rotary clubs & Santa Fe College Rotaract Club were represented, along with Rotary family & friends DGE Rich
Cooperr and PDG Wes Eubank. Representing Downtown Club were Ed Book, Joe Lowry Jr (and Lacey), Brenda Chamberlain,
Megan Olson(& family), Becky Hunt, Cheryl Poe, John Sanchez, and Rob Ogelsby.

TRIVIA FUND

Aside from not being able to enjoy fellowship with our fellow Rotarians each week, another repercussion of having to meet virtually is that our
Trivia fund, sadly, has no means by which to be replenished. Trivia serves two purposes for our club. First, it is an enjoyable part of each meeting
as we either learn something new or, even better, we know the answers and are able to add more points to our final score. But even more
importantly, Trivia enables our club to give back to the community, via charitable donations made by the club members who have scored the
highest number of Trivia points at the end of the Rotary year.

If you would be interested in helping this tradition to continue, please continue to the Survey Monkey link below. In the Survey, you will be asked
to indicate how much you would like to donate. Since we do not have meals being charged to our invoices, it may be an opportune time to
consider reallocating some of those monies to this effort.

THE DONATION AMOUNT YOU CHOOSE WILL BE BILLED TO YOUR QUARTERLY CLUB INVOICE IT IS NOT A WEEKLY DONATION AMOUNT. (ie, if
you select $25, you will see only one $25 charge on your next Rotary invoice). This donation will continue for subsequent billing cycles, unless and
until we are able to return to in person meetings or you notify Billy Combs you wish to discontinue the donation. (A donation of $25 would be the
equivalent of dropping around $2.00 in the kitty each week.)

Thanks!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BQNGFXP

WE ARE

https://www.facebook.com/SantaFeRoteract/?__cft__[0]=AZXB4Lg1D0OkQpGR6833lqvpHTnGULTy_46VjKgzy4je5GJUoBS47EHJCdqsu5WyWBLDrjzOzIFlsBVE-Byp7dnEKFU_b3udQFblDyVgwo1bfXPdDj_neJqnW7Nc_E8hwVlHzIZ09tvakUHppU5p78GHRtg0z_cnjyZH_CptFmzD-Q&__tn__=kK*F


Our District

We are 63 clubs, two satellite clubs, 15 Rotaract clubs and 44 Interact clubs strong,
serving 31 Northeast Florida communities in 12 counties with over 3,300 men and
women. Together, we see a world where people unite and take action to create
lasting change� across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves.

ESTABLISHED 1915

MEMBERS MOMENT
Fellowship is one of the most enjoyable aspects of being a Rotarian. Unfortunately, during this time, our ability to interact with and get to know
our fellow club members has been sorely curtailed. It's great that we can continue to meet via ZOOM, but it's certainly not the same as all being
together...
As a way to keep the "getting to know you" spirit going, we have added a Member Moment feature. It will be a way for us to learn a little more
about each other. Stephanie Esposito will be contacting each of you in the near future to get YOUR story!

MEMBER MOMENT

OCT 21 MEMBER MINUTE



MEMBER MOMENT Megan Forbes

BRENDA CHAMBERLAIN MEMBER MINUTE

Member Minute Jennifer Watson Reddish
Here's the Member Minute featuring our club secretary, Jennifer

Becky Hunt Member Moment

Becky has been a Rotarian for 24 years!



CARL SMART MEMBER MINUTE

Joe Jr Member moment

Billy Brame Member Moment
Honoring Billy Brame in our Member Moment as the member of our club with the longest history of Rotary
service....44 years, as a matter of fact! THANKS, BILLY, for your dedication to Rotary!



Member Moment
Fellow Downtown Rotarians, meet your newest club member, Stephanie! She had been a member for a short
time a few years ago; however, her work schedule at that time prevented her from being able to fully commit
to the club. We are delighted to have her back with us!!
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