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Rotary Opens Opportunities
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SARAH CULBERSON

SIERRA LEONE PROJECT
By Ailish NicPhaidin

First, Sarah was an incredible speaker. Second-
ly, her story is fascinating. She was adopted by
(Dr.) Jim Culberson and his wife Judy. She liked
basketball, track, dance in school. She was
awarded a full scholarship to study theatre and
dance. She moved to Los Angeles and up to

ot that point had no real interest in her biological
B : parents. She already knew that her mother
was a white woman from the U.S. and her fa-
ther was a black man from Sierra Leone who
had met in college in Maryland. She also knew
that her biological mother had passed from
cancer and she knew nothing about her biological father. While in college she joined
the Landmark Worldwide Education class which emphasized mixed-race children and
coping skills, amongst other skills. Sarah was terrified to find her birth father in case he
rejected her. She contacted a Private Investigator friend of her father who said he
would find her father. Four days later she had a phone call. She found out her great
grandfather on her biological father’s side was a Clan Chief in Sierra Leone, and that in
his tribe she is considered a “Princess”, thus she is now Princess Sarah Culber-

son. Through various machinations, contacts in the U.S., especially in Maryland, and
the Caribbean, Sarah was put in contact with her birth father. She received a tele-
phone call from him and his first words were: “Please forgive me, | didn’t know how to
find you”. That was in 2004. (At this point, there wasn’t a dry eye in the house!!) He
wanted Sarah to come to Sierra Leone and he apologized for giving her up for adop-
tion. Sarah reassured him that she had a wonderfully joyful and fulfilled upbringing
with Dr. Jim and Judy Culberson. A trip was planned for her to visit Sierra Leone to-
gether with other family member from the U.S. whom she had met. When she arrived
in Sierra Leone, her father’s first words to her were: “It is so good to finally meet

you.” She told him that she called Dr. Jim “Dad” and she would call her biological fa-
ther “Father”. She also met her brother and sister and her father’s wife. He gave Sa-
rah a beautiful green dress and asked her to wear it for her first visit to his vil-

lage. When she arrived at the village all the women were dressed in the same green
dress as her and everyone was singing and dancing and welcoming her with open
arms. This amazed her.

Sarah talked about how the “Blood Diamond War”, 1991 — 2002, that was so destruc-
tive in west Africa, especially Sierra Leone and how this war affected her father’s village
of Bumpe. She talked about the world-class boarding school that was there were stu-
dents from across west Africa came to study. The war ended all that and the school
was destroyed. She found out that her father was the school headmaster.  She told
the story of one young graduate from this school met with President Obama in the

.............. continued on Page 2
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Contact us at:
Rotary Club of Indialantic
PO Box 033134
Indialantic, FL 32903

Meet with Other Rotary Clubs

Cocoa—Tuesday 12:15 PM

Brevard Community College, Cocoa
Cocoa Beach—Wednesday 12:15 PM
International Palms, Cocoa Beach
Cocoa Beach Day Break—Tue. 7:15 AM
Roberto’s Little Havana, Cocoa Beach

SARAH CULBERSON, continued...

Oval Office in relation to her computer programming skills and how she was study-
ing in the U.S. Through several organizations such as World Vision, various Rotary
Clubs and Rotary International several programs have been set up in the village as
well as rebuilding the Bumpe Boarding school. Some of the programs carried out
and being carried out are making masks for the COVID-19 pandemic, sanitary pads,
digging wells for clean water, solar panels for electricity.

An incredible story, loving, heart-warming, informative, educational and makes one
realize that the entitled life of luxury so any of us enjoy in the U.S. should never be
taken for granted. Thank you so much, Sarah, for an amazing talk.

Eau Gallie—Tuesday 12:15PM

Cuizine, 1790 Florida A1A, Satellite Beach, FL
32937

Melbourne—Thursday 6:30 PM

Island Pasta, Melbourne

Melbourne Beach—Tuesday 7:30 AM
Ocean Side Pizza, 300 Ocean Ave., #6
Merritt Island—Thursday 5:15 PM

Island Lincoln Mercury Jaguar Land Rover
1850 E. Merritt Island Cswy., Upstairs
Merritt Island Breakfast—Wed. 7:15 AM

UPDATE ON VIRTUAL ZOOM MEETINGS

The recording of the meeting from last week is here:
Indialantic Rotary Meeting of 070820

To attend this weeks meeting, go here:
Weekly Meeting Zoom Link - Indialantic Rotary

Meeting ID: 975-664-451
Password: 547752 Email Jack Fenster (jsfenster@earthlink.net) about Zoom.

Victoria’s Restaurant

Palm Bay—Thursday 12:00 PM
Broken Barrel Tavern
Rockledge—Thursday 7:15 AM
Twisted Birch at Turtle Creek Golf
Suntree—Friday 7:30 AM

Suntree Country Club

Titusville Sunrise -Tuesday 7:15 AM
River Lanes, 800 Cheney Hwy.
Titusville—Thursday 12:00 PM
LaCita Country Club

Viera Club—Wednesday 12:00 PM

Amici’s—The Chef’s Table, Suntree

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
VISITING ROTARIANS

DG Els van Englenburg, Titusville Club

Jim Culberson, Morgantown, WV Club

Isaac Owolabi, guest of Julia and member of Rotary of Ashville, NC.
Sandy Burkart, Boca Raton Sunrise Club

NO GUESTS

SPEAKER’S INFORMATION: Sarah Culberson from Los Angeles, and daughter of vis-
iting Rotarian, Jim Culberson. Sarah’s work projects for and in Sierra Leone can be
found at this website: www.sierraleonerising.org and her personal website is:
www.sarahculberson.com and her email is: sarahculberson @gmail.com.

Rotary Web Sites

Rotary Club of Indialantic:
www.indialanticrotary.org

SPEAKERS
07/15—Casey Holliday—Paleontology

Rotary Leadership Institute:
www.rlitraining.org

District 6930 Web Site:
www.rotaryfoundation6930.org

Rotary International:
www.rotary.org

Rotary E-Club One:
(on-line Rotary, need to make up
a meeting - great resource)
www.rotaryeclubone.org

Need Rotary shirt or other Rotary Items:
ruh.com/rotary

VIRTUAL DISTRICT ASSEMBLY

It’s not too late to join us for three nights of
fabulous Rotary content! AND it’s FREE!

Tuesday, July 14th - 6:00 - 7:30 PM—International/Foundation
Wednesday, July 15th - 6:00 - 7:30 PM - Membership
Thursday, July 16th - 6:00 - 7:30 PM Theme: Public Image
Speakers include Marshall Butler and George Robertson Burnett, both of
whom we’ve heard speak. Join now! Go to: https://www.rotary6930.org/
districtcalendar/ and click on the July 14 link to register. Or DG Els Van Engelen-

burg has likely already emailed you about it. Click on that link in your email to reg-
ister.



https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=69305665&_ctid=1641576&redirect=https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UKiuyO4IUqFCxxZzrp6IOhHU1z__SNMM/view?usp=sharing
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=69305665&_ctid=1611172&redirect=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/975664451?pwd=Yi9vUC9sd1FHUDNYdWl2blFoL0I5UT09
mailto:jsfenster@earthlink.net
http://www.rotaryfoundation6900.org
http://www.sierraleonerising.org
http://www.sarahculberson.com
mailto:sarahculberson@gmail.com
https://www.rotary6930.org/districtcalendar/
https://www.rotary6930.org/districtcalendar/
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that like to grill. That's so
considerate.

Told my wife | wanted
to be cremated. She

made me an
appointment for
Tuesday.
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ROTARY DIRECT

Rotary’s recurring giving program
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ROTARY DlREET SAVE There are four wéys to enroll in
Rotary Direct:

v Time — Sign up once to give continuous Online: my.rotary.org/en/rotary-direct
support By mail: Rotary Direct, 17th Floor, Annual Giving
v Money — Lower administration costs One Rotary Center

means more money for programs 1560 Sherman Avenue
Evanston, IL 60201-3698 USA

By phone: +1-866-976-8279

v/ Lives — Give to The Rotary Foundation to
do good in the world By fax: +1-847-328-5260

Manage your recurring giving at any time by signing in to My Rotary
and going to Donor Self-Service.

7;_,(. .................................................................................................................................................................................................
(I YES! | INTEND TO GIVE US$1,000 OR MORE ANNUALLY AND GIFT DESIGNATION (choose one)
WILL JOIN THE PAUL HARRIS SOCIETY.* [ Annual Fund — SHARE [ Eradicating polio [ Promoting peace
[ Fghting disease [ Providing clean water [ supporting education
E] YES! | WILL ENROLL IN ROTARY DIRECT. [ saving mathers and children  [J Growing local economies [ Responding to disasters
Name RECURRING GIFT AMOUNT (minimum US$10)

O $25 0O $85 O $100 O $250 O $1,000 O Other _
Currency (if not US$)
FREQUENCY

O Monthly [ Quarterly [ Annually (specify month)

[0 CHECKING ACCOUNT, please attach a voided check
Available for U.S. and Canada bank accounts only
City . 2 __ State/Province _ Not available online

Postal code Country CREDIT OR DEBIT CARD
Pidte O Visa O MasterCard O AmEx [ Discover

Eal Cardnumber:| | | [ [ [ [ [ [P]{{]]]]
ictible where allowed by law For secunty purposes, please o | | | / | | I | | D]]]
ntributons via email Expiration CVN

v :
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IF YOU ARE A ROTARIAN, PLEASE COMPLETE.
Rotary membership 1D

Club name

Club number

Billing address

Contributions are tax dedt
do not send credit carc

his box, donors notify The Rotary Foundation of their intention to
contribute US$1,000 or more every Rotary year to the Annual Fund or PalioPlus Fund
Learn more at rotary.org/phs

Signature

The 2!
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Foundation

Your privacy is important to Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation (collectively, "Rotary”) and the personal data you share with
Rotary will only be used for official Rotary business, such as for Rotary fundraising purposes, financial processing, donor recognition, and
record keeping. Personal data collected with this contribution is subject to Rotary’s Privacy Policy found at rotary.org/privacy
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