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ABSENCES – July 21 
There must have been a few 
MAKEUPS – July 14 
None known 
VISITORS – July 21 
Several 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Ryan Benson, Chase Wright, Logan Johnson 
PROGRAM SCHEDULE    
August 4  Jef Freeman David Vinson – Trussville Civic Center 
August 11 John Griscom  Rotary volunteer hours program 
August 18 District Governor’s Official Visit 
August 25 Danny Garrett Troy Haas – Brownell Travel 

 
News of the Weird 

 
Giovanni Palmiero, 101, has been living in the United Kingdom since 1966, so 
logically, he applied to remain there after Brexit. Alarmingly, the Home Office 
demanded that Palmiero's parents confirm his identity and accompany him to an office 
in north London to make his application. Dimitri Scarlato, a volunteer helping 
Palmiero, immediately realized the computer had read his birth year as 2019 instead 
of 1919. "I phoned the Home Office and it took two calls and a half an hour for them 
to understand," Scarlato told The Guardian. Palmiero has been married to his 92-year-
old wife, Lucia, for 75 years. They will be able to remain in the U.K. [The Guardian, 
2/12/2020] 
 
An unnamed 47-year-old Italian woman convicted of fraud in 2017 in Sicily has been 
on the run since then, The Guardian reported, eluding authorities by hiding in 
convents. The woman moved to the northern regions of Italy and phoned convents 
pretending to be a sister "looking for help and claiming she was severely ill," 
investigators said. As she moved from convent to convent, she changed her identity, 
duping nuns who trusted her and thought her to be kind. Finally, a Benedictine nun 
grew suspicious and phoned police, telling them her stories were "full of 
contradictions." Authorities verified her identity and arrested her. She now faces 
further charges of claiming false identity. [The Guardian, 2/13/2020] 
 
Chris Langston, 48, a metal detectorist in Oswestry, England, stumbled upon a creepy 
find as he was exploring the woods near his home on June 30. Langston first saw a 
pile of broken dishes, but upon further digging, he unearthed a clear bottle that 
appeared to contain urine, along with hair and a human tooth. According to Metro 
News, archaeologists say such bottles were used to keep spells and curses from 
entering homes as long ago as the 1600s. "I had my camera in my hand and in the 
video you can see me shaking as I just wanted to put it down," Langston said. "I did a 
bit of research online and discovered it was a witch bottle. I went back the following 
day and placed it in an undisturbed part near the area where I found it and buried it 
slightly just to avoid any bad juju. I did get a bit creeped out by it all." [Metro News, 
7/6/2021] 

Rotary 2022 International Convention to be held in Houston 

HOUSTON (July 22, 2021) – During a joint news conference held at George R. Brown 
Convention Center today, Rotary and Houston First Corporation representatives announced that 
more than 20,000 service-minded people from around the world will gather in Houston for 
Rotary’s 113th annual international convention on June 4-8, 2022. The coveted international 
event is returning to Houston for the third time, marking the 50th anniversary of the 1972 
international convention. The Bayou City also hosted the 5th Rotary convention in 1914. The 
event is expected to deliver $30 million in economic impact for the city’s hotels, restaurants, 
retailers and attractions. 

“As a global membership organization that brings people from all continents and cultures 
together to share, learn and take action to bring positive and lasting change to communities 
around the world, we are thrilled that our first in-person international convention since 2019 
will take place in Houston,” said Rotary’s International President Shekhar Mehta. “And for the 
first time ever, our annual event will be open to members of the public who want to connect, 
learn and be a part of our work to grow and change lives.” 

Rotary’s 2022 international convention will transform the George R. Brown Convention Center 
into an energized hub and cultural mosaic as the organization’s global network of volunteers 
gather to share information about all the ways they are taking action to address issues in their 
communities, to learn from notable experts, gain inspiration from world-class speakers, and 
connect with lifelong friends shaped through service. Previous convention speakers include 
philanthropist Bill Gates; actor and philanthropist Ashton Kutcher; Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau; actor, producer, host, entrepreneur, WWE Superstar and Rotary polio ambassador, 
John Cena; renowned primatologist Jane Goodall; and former United States Ambassador to the 
United Nations, Andrew Young. 

Organized by Rotary International in conjunction with the Houston Host Organization 
Committee of local Rotary members, registrants of the convention will also experience 
Houston’s hospitality with visits to local destinations  like Space Center Houston, Kemah 
Boardwalk and one of Houston’s premiere shopping destinations, The Galleria. “Houston and 
Houston First Corporation are thrilled to host Rotary’s International Convention next summer,” 
said Jorge Franz, Senior Vice President Tourism and Industry Relations at Houston First 
Corporation & Greater Houston Convention & Visitors Bureau’s president. “We look forward 
to welcoming the thousands of awesome Rotary members who through their volunteerism and 
commitment to problem-solving make our communities better from continent to continent. This 
global exposure to 1.2 million Rotarians worldwide will further elevate Houston as a travel 
destination, and the anticipated $30 million economic impact from the convention will be a 
financial shot in the arm for Houston hotels, restaurants, retailers, attractions and many more.” 

Houston Host Organization Committee chair, Rhonda Kennedy, representing 62 Houston-area 
clubs and its 2,400 members, said, “as a proud member of the Rotary Club of Sweeny, I am 
excited not only to welcome our fellow members from around the world to our beloved city, but 
also to show how Houston-area clubs are taking action to make the world a better place at home 
and abroad.” With the safety and wellbeing of participants and the wider community a top 
priority, Rotary’s previous two conventions were held virtually due to the global pandemic. 
Speaking during the press conference, John Smarge, chair of Rotary’s International Convention 
Committee, said, “this convention will also have a virtual component to make the event 
accessible to all members. And as we continue our planning, we will work closely with global 
and national health authorities to ensure that our in-person event follows the most current health 
and safety guidelines.” 


