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News of the Weird
Don't mess with Texas ... or with 41-year-old Doris Vallejo-Godoy of Austin, Texas,
who pulled a gun on a man at La Catedral del Marisco, a Mexican restaurant, according
to an arrest affidavit. The June 2 scuffle began as a disagreement about who would be
up next for karaoke, the Statesman reported. The man told police that as they argued,
Vallejo-Godoy struck him, then pulled out her gun and pointed it at him. She also
threatened a waitress who tried to intervene, the affidavit said. Police arrived as
Vallejo-Godoy was arguing in the parking lot with her girlfriend; she was arrested for
aggravated assault with a deadly weapon and unlawful carrying of a concealed
weapon. [Statesman, 6/3/2019]
The Philly Voice reported on June 5 that a resident of White Haven, Pennsylvania, has
solved the mystery of why that state has experienced more tornadoes than usual this
year. The unnamed amateur meteorologist called WNEP's "Talkback 16," which
allows locals to opine on the issues of the day, and left a voicemail on May 31. In his
own words: "We didn't have tornadoes here until we started putting in traffic circles.
... When people go round and round in circles, it causes disturbances in the atmosphere,
and causes tornadoes." So there you have it. [Philly Voice, 6/5/2019]
A 47-year-old resident of southern Israel approached a teller at a Postal Bank branch
in mid-May, handing her a note that read, "Hand over the money in the drawer"
(misspelling the Hebrew word for "drawer"), The Times of Israel reported. As the
teller hesitated, he said, "Put the money in the bag quickly or I'll throw this grenade,"
referring to a black object in his right hand. The teller gave him $4,450 in cash, and he
left. Five days later, he repeated his method at another branch, where he netted $3,300.
Police tracked him through mobile phone records and other clues, eventually
discovering the "grenade" he wielded was an avocado he had painted black. No word
on whether he whipped up some guacamole while in custody. [Times of Israel,
6/6/2019]

Rotary and ShelterBox celebrate the power of partnership
Rotary International announced on 3 June a three-year partnership renewal with its
disaster relief project partner, ShelterBox. For almost 20 years, this unique
humanitarian alliance has supported families with a place to call home after disaster.
What began as a local connection with one Cornish Rotary Club has led to an
international movement that’s provided 140,000 ShelterBox family tents or 390,000
ShelterKits worldwide to date (a value of over £54 million).
First adopted as a millennium project by the Rotary Club of Helston-Lizard in 2000,
the support of Rotary members and clubs around the world saw ShelterBox become
Rotary’s Project Partner in Disaster Relief in 2012. Since then, the partnership has
helped transform ShelterBox into an internationally recognized disaster relief charity,
supporting families with emergency shelter after disaster.
The partnership extends far beyond financial support. Around 1,000 Rotary members
are involved in ShelterBox as volunteers, staff or response team members. And clubs
worldwide offer valuable, practical assistance to help ShelterBox reach more families
fleeing disaster or conflict. This has recently included support for families in Malawi
flooded from their homes by Cyclone Idai and communities in Lombok devastated by
the 2018 earthquake and tsunami (quotes and details at the end of this release).
“ShelterBox has been Rotary’s Project Partner in Disaster Relief since 2012, and we
are excited to renew the partnership for another three years,” says Rotary International
General Secretary John Hewko.
“Through this project partnership, Rotary members around the globe can collaborate
with ShelterBox to support communities in desperate need of emergency temporary
shelter and vital supplies following natural disasters,” adds Hewko. “Additionally,
Rotary and ShelterBox will continue to expand cooperation efforts through
preparedness training and stockpiles of prepositioned aide in disaster-prone regions.”
Caroline White, interim Chief Executive at ShelterBox, said: “Whenever disaster
strikes, Rotary is beside us. From the earliest planning stages to final evaluations,
Rotary members help ShelterBox make community contacts, organize logistics, and
reach disaster-affected families in remote areas who might otherwise go without.
This partnership has helped ShelterBox become who we are today. Our global network
of 17 ShelterBox affiliates, who raise funds and awareness worldwide, evolved from
Rotary relationships.”
Facts and figures
•
•
•

90% of ShelterBox responses assisted by Rotary
1,000 Rotary members have roles in ShelterBox, in the UK and
internationally
£54m+ raised for ShelterBox by Rotary supporters since 2000

