Let’s Talk about BBQ, the event kind

Rotary announces US$100 million to eradicate polio
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Rotary is giving US$100 million in grants to support the global effort to end polio, a
vaccine-preventable disease that once paralyzed hundreds of thousands of children each
year. The funding comes as Rotary and its partners in the Global Polio Eradication
Initiative (GPEI) address the final—and most pressing—challenges to ending poliovirus
transmission, and as Nigeria approaches three years without any reported cases of wild
poliovirus, bringing the Africa region closer to polio-free status.

News of the Weird

While there were only 33 cases of wild poliovirus reported in 2018, the last mile of
eradication has proven to be the most difficult. Barriers to eradication--like weak health
systems, insecurity, and mobile and remote populations--must be overcome. As long as a
single child has polio, all children are at risk, which underscores the need for continued
funding and commitment to eradication. To support polio eradication efforts in endemic
countries, Rotary is allocating half the funds it announced today to: Afghanistan ($16.3
million), Nigeria ($10.2 million), and Pakistan ($25.2million). Additional funding will
support efforts to keep vulnerable countries polio-free:

May 17 wasn't the first time Dan Smith of Seattle found a Car2Go vehicle left in the
driveway of his rental property, so he erected a fence around it and posted NO
TRESPASSING signs and other warnings. He then informed Car2Go's parent
company, Share Now, that he wanted $65 per day for storage, $300 for the fence and
$500 for harassment. Share Now responded to inquiries from KIRO saying seven
different customers tried to rent the car a day after it was left in Smith's driveway but
couldn't because of the barricade. Asad Rasheed, who lives in Smith's building, said
the errantly parked vehicles are a common problem: "People are not made aware of
where to park, where not to park and how to use them," Rasheed said. Share Now has
agreed to work with Smith but told the TV station they wouldn't be paying him.
[KIRO, 5/30/2019]
Damon Hudson, 25, of St. Ives, England, first noticed his missing milk delivery on
May 17. "My milk delivery means the world to me. My little brother and sister can't
function without their cereal in the morning," Hudson told Metro News. He could see
the thief on his doorbell video footage, but he didn't want to bother the police with
such a trivial case, so after two weeks of going milk-less, he set up his own sting.
Hudson introduced a couple of new ingredients in the milk bottle: fish oil and his own
urine. "Hopefully that's the end. The weirdo deserves it." No word on whether the thief
has found a new target. [Metro News, 6/3/2019]
Gwen Lynch, the lone 2019 graduate of the eighth grade at Cuttyhunk Elementary
School on Cuttyhunk Island, Massachusetts, will receive the accolades and advice of
a celebrity graduation speaker, actress and comedian Jenny Slate, on June 17. The
island, which has a year-round population of only about a dozen people, is familiar to
Slate, whose parents live nearby, reported the Cape Cod Times. Gwen has also been
working on her own speech. Graduation festivities will include a potluck dinner, and
organizers expect a "packed house": "Most of the town will be there," predicted
Michael Astrue, who secured Slate for the address. [Cape Cod Times, 6/3/2019]

“We have the wild poliovirus cornered in the smallest geographic area in history, and now
there are just two countries that continue to report cases of the wild virus,” said Michael
K. McGovern, chair of Rotary’s International PolioPlus Committee. “As we work with our
partners to apply innovative new strategies to reach more children, and embrace lessons
learned thus far, Rotary is doubling down on our commitment to end polio for good. I’m
optimistic that the end of polio is within our grasp, but we must remain vigilant in rallying
global political and financial support as we push towards a polio-free world.”
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Chad ($102,395)
Democratic Republic of the Congo ($9.5 million)
Ethiopia ($2.6 million)
Iraq ($6 million)
Kenya ($6.3 million)
Mali ($1.2 million)
Somalia ($1.4 million)
South Sudan ($1.2 million)
Syria ($1.7 million)
Yemen ($2.1 million)

The World Health Organization (WHO) will receive $1.3 million to conduct research,
and will also receive support for surveillance activities in its Africa ($10.9 million) and
Eastern Mediterranean ($4 million) Regions. Rotary has committed to raising $50 million
a year to be matched 2-to-1 by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, amounting to $150
million for polio eradication annually. Rotary has contributed more than $1.9 billion to
fight the disease, including matching funds from the Gates Foundation, and countless
volunteer hours since launching its polio eradication program, PolioPlus, in 1985. In 1988,
Rotary became a spearheading partner in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative with the
World Health Organization, UNICEF, and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. The Gates Foundation later joined. Since the initiative launched, the incidence
of polio has plummeted by more than 99.9 percent, from about 350,000 cases in 1988 to
33 cases of wild poliovirus in 2018.

